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Next Branch Meeting 13th February Start Time 7.30pm.

Our Guest speaker for the February meeting is
Paul Boag from
Paul Boag’s Outdoors

Paul will talk about the necessary skills to find,
track, take, and harvest your very own FREE
RANGE, RED MEAT, that takes most hunters
years to learn.

Our February meeting is
also our Branch Awards
night.
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Welcome all, to a new year.
The year has started off with devastation through several states of Australia. There have been large areas of land,
buildings destroyed and lives lost due the ongoing fires. Our thoughts are with families who have lost loved ones.
Our thoughts also extend to the suffering animals and livestock. And to those whose homes have been destroyed. A
huge thank you to all the volunteers and emergency service members who fought to protect peoples’ properties.
Without their contribution, the affected areas would have been far greater.
Our guest speaker for our February meeting, is Paul Boag. Paul is a well-known Sambar Hunter, with lifelong
knowledge on hunting the mighty Sambar, being a third generation hound hunter and stalker. His guiding and
Education courses continue to be successful, with first time and inexperienced hunters often taking their first deer
with Paul. All new members wanting to learn how to find and eventually take a deer, should come along and listen
to Paul’s presentation.
Our February meeting is also our Branch Awards night. We will be handing out medallions to the lucky winners.
There will be some trophies brought in that have been nominated for an award in a category. It’s not too late to
enter the competition, as there are still enrolment forms in this newsletter. If you have taken your First Deer, First
Stag, Overseas Trophy, Best Stag, in an Australian Deer, Photos and Trail Camera Photos send them in.
Last year’s December meeting, our Trade Night, was well attended. A big thanks to all our Sponsors and supporters
that came along to show and talk about their products. The Branch provided a free venison burger and Sausage BBQ
to thank our members for the contribution they give at our Branch Meetings. This will now be an end of year
tradition.
The Branch once again hosted the Blond Bay Education Weekend on Sunday Island on 18 & 19 January. It was a
great success with 60 Ballot winners and their kids and friends coming along. As usual, Mark Fitzmaurice led the
troops with all the catering for over 90 people and his partner Kate, Lizzie, Ozzie, Jeff, Walter, Cramer, Val, Peter,
Deb, Griffo, Tom and Joe all contributed to feed and make the hunters feel welcome. With up to 14 hours spent in
the kitchen by some, of these volunteers. Our new Branch Aprons were used for the first time, with a ballot winner
wanting to buy the aprons. Due to this level of interest, we now have ADA Branch aprons for sale in our Outdoor
Shop.
Tavi from GMA, loved the event and location, promising to help out Para Park [Sunday Island] with their
conservation work on Hog Deer. Matty Fogarty, the ADA’s Journalist attended too, taking plenty of photos. Keep a
watch out in the next ADA National Magazine for Matty’s story.
We still have 3 more years of hunting gazetted for Snake Island, so we will continue organising these weekends. This
is also a great fund raiser for the Branch. We will be sending out an invitation for more helpers for subsequent
years, so we can rotate the kitchen staff.
Our annual Friendly Shoot with The Big Game Rifle Club is once again coming up in February. You all should have
received the invitation via email. Please contact Tom Zamanis, if are attending.
The Branch, will now be having a stand at The Wild Deer and Duck Hunting Expo on the 29th of February. We will be
selling Venison Sausages and Burgers. This should also be a great fund raiser, profile and relationship builder for the
ADA and the Branch. We have invited Central Vic Branch to partner with us for the event. We have been asking for
volunteers to help out, so if you can contact Walter Albert. A FREE pass to the Expo and an ADA t-shirt will be given
to those volunteering and giving us 4 hours of their time.
The committee are looking into the pros & cons of buying/building a mobile cool room, to be used for all the venison
we are acquiring for Branch events. The logistics are yet to be sorted, as are some other details. This is because as
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members take animals on the culls, and for Branch events, venison is being dropped off in the early morning hours,
so a central location, with some sort of lock on the unit is being explored. If any member has a contact for a cool
room on a trailer please let me know.
Regards, Gino Lendaro
Melbourne Branch President
Australian Deer Association

Chris Stolke, Michael Molinaro, Hasan Mani, Brent Dinham, Andrew Theodoropoulos and Nathan Main Don’t forget
to collect your ADA “Show bag” from the Branch Shop when you come to your first meeting.

Australian Deer Association Melbourne Branch Meeting
Date – 12 December 2019
Location - Austrian Club
1.Meeting open: 20:05hrs
A Special thank you to Frank and the rest of the team for making the venison sausages and burgers we all enjoyed
tonight. Your hard work is truly appreciated by all of us.
Thank you to the Austrian Club for their support and allowing us to use the BBQ’s
2. Guests: - Traders attending tonight
• Austhealth, Monterey grove, Boags Outdoors, The Artisans Bottega, Addiction Outdoors, TUSX, Aussie Disposals.
3. New Members - New Members kits can be collected at the shop.
• Anthony welcomed to the branch
4. Apologies: Gino Lendaro, Kieran Connell, Matty Fogarty, Paul Kotlarevski
5. Minutes of previous meeting: Circulated in the Roar
Accepted by: Ozzie

Seconded: Fitzy
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6. Business arising from minutes of previous meeting:
• Permits for Deer Expo BBQ on 1st of Jan. We partnered with Central Vic Branch to help out.
7. Correspondence:
• Received a thank you letter from Bob Gough, congratulating us on a great dinner and wonderful event.
• Speakers for Blond Bay Education weekend confirmed. Invitations will go out to Ballot winners.
8. Business arising from correspondence:
• Plan is in motion for Blond Bay Education weekend and Wild Deer Expo
9. Treasurer Report (Complete report available to Members at front desk)
Accepted by: Paul Boag Seconded: Paul Boags’ Father – Mr Boag
10. Outdoor Shop
● New knife-proof gloves and camo faced hooded caps
11. Reorts
11.1 Walters Musings
• Game processing bill passed, finer details to be worked out.
• The State Hunter Ed course is now open for bookings. Definitely recommended for new hunters. Look at ADA
website for more info
• October State Dinner was a great night with 96 attendees.
11.2 Firearm Users Group
● Head of LRD has been transferred. New person
now running LRD
11.3 DMP Report
●
11.4 Hunting Dog Advisory Report
● Hound registrations in February, must book
beforehand.
● If you want to experience hound hunting,
welcome to contact us and join us in a hunt.
12. Branch Hunt
● 22 May at Howitt.
● Storage compartment works completed on the
Branch Hunt trailer.
13. General Business
• We ran a 4WD course recently, everyone had a great day and learnt a lot
• Any interest in 4wd, chainsaw or first aid courses, please let us know so we can organise
• Awards for Branch Trophy Comp will happen at February meeting
• Paul Boag will give a talk at February meeting, please join us, this will be a great night
• Branch presented flowers to Greg to pass on to Frida as a thank you for all their support at the Austrian Club
14. Raffle
● Monterey Grove - $100 voucher
● Austealth – kids pack
● Tusx - $100 gift voucher
● Aussie Disposals - $100 gift voucher
● Three bottles of wine donated by John
● Addiction Outdoors – Game on Hunting Dog food – 10kg

Page 5 of 34

Sambar’s Roar The bi-monthly newsletter of the Melbourne branch of the Australian Deer Association Inc.
Meeting Closed: 20:20hrs
Presentation
● Exhibitor Evening

Well at the moment it is a bit of a waiting game. Fires have left some areas looking like a moon scape and many
others have been heavily effected and we have even hit February yet. If we are to go by the past few year’s fires and
the department’s response to them access to these hunting grounds may well be an issue.
To all those effected by the fires or still fighting the fires our thoughts are with you. Stay safe and hope for cooler
weather and rain.
Hound assessments.
We will be doing hound assessments at the February branch meetings this coming year. It is a good chance for
owners to show off their pride and joys, as well as a chance for other members to view some quality hounds that we
are all breeding towards now.
If you are unable to attend any of the branch meetings. Please feel free to contact us for other arrangements.
Danny Edebohls Mob 0407 842 014 or myself Craig Hill Mob 0409 144 270
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Maps
The aerial baiting program will take place from mid-October on public land at six sites: the Angora/Cobungra,
Bindi and Wonangatta/Punchen Budweid areas in East Gippsland, and Burrowa, Bullhead and Wabba areas in
the North East.
See interactive maps

The following maps provide detail of where aerial baiting occurs in Victoria in each of the six aerial baiting areas:
•

Aerial baiting map Angora Cobungra (PDF - 1.9 MB)

•

Aerial baiting map Angora Cobungra (WORD - 773.7 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Wonnangatta Punchen Budweid (PDF - 1.9 MB)

•

Aerial baiting map Wonnangatta Punchen Budweid (WORD - 724.6 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Bindi (PDF - 917.5 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Bindi (WORD - 1.3 MB)

•

Aerial baiting map Bullhead (PDF - 745.2 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Bullhead (WORD - 846.7 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Burrowa (PDF - 1.0 MB)

•

Aerial baiting map Burrowa (WORD - 775.1 KB)

•

Aerial baiting map Wabba (PDF - 2.6 MB)

•

Aerial baiting map Wabba (WORD - 939.2 KB)
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Happy New Year and I hope you all got to have a break over the festive season.
This is usually a quiet period for the ADA National and State executives, and more so due to the fires. It’s hard to
lobby politicians and government departments when half the east coast of Australia is on fire.
Planning is under way on both the State Hunter Education course held at Forest Edge and the Wild Deer Expo at
Bendigo. Bookings for the Hunter Education course can be made online through the ADA website and as mentioned
before, it’s a must-do course for members new to deer hunting.
Over the weekend of 18-19 January 2020, Melbourne branch members ran the hunter education weekend for
winners of the Hog Deer ballot, on Sunday Island. It was a full-on course and participants soon realised that winning
the ballot does not give you a turkey shoot. All it does is provide you with excellent areas to hunt on. You still have to
work hard and put the effort in to get results. Well done to the Melbourne members who helped out. There should
be a full report of this event elsewhere in the Roar.
I hope members took note of my call-to-arms in the last Roar and have been practising for the Big Game Rifle Club
challenge. We are yet to win this challenge and we need all you crack shots out there to help. Not only is this
challenge a lot of fun, but it also helps to improve our ability to take that big, once-in-a-lifetime stag. The challenge is
on Sunday 15th of February at the Big Game Rifle Range, Little River. See the attached flyer in the Roar for more
details or speak to Tom Zamanis: 0419 582 567. Hope to see you there.
Kind Regards, Walter Albert
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Cured Trout
Curing mix,
• 500gr cooking salt
• 500gr brown sugar
• Fennel seeds
• Coriander seeds
• Junper berries
• Bay leaves
• Dill
Mix all ingredients together
•
•
•
•
•

Leaving the skin on place filleted and boned trout onto a plastic
tray, flesh side up.
Spread curing mix evenly onto flesh side of the boned trout, slightly
thicker say 5mm over the thicker part of the fillet.
Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate leaving for at least 1218hrs.(depends on size of fish)
Once cured you should see liquid from the fish in the bottom of the
tray.
Wash off the curing mix with a little running water and pad dry the
fillet with absorbent towel to remove excess moisture.

This can then be thinly sliced and arranged how you like.
Store for up to 2 or 3 weeks in vacuum seal bag.
bon appetit
Daniel Airo-Farulla

At the moment we are field testing some head torches made by Fenix to add to our shop.
Butchers’ aprons as worn by Fitzy in the Sunday Island pics can also be purchased from the Outdoor shop.
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On the 18 & 19 January, the Melbourne Branch, in partnership with Para Park, once again hosted the Blond Bay
Education weekend on Sunday Island. Sunday Island is located in Corner Inlet, South Gippsland.
Sunday Island is a Cooperative,
founded for the conservation of Hog
Deer. It has approx. 180 members,
who enjoy the fishing and deer
hunting the island has to offer.
This is the perfect venue to hold an
Education Weekend about Hog Deer.
The natural habitat on the island is
the same you would find on Snake
Island, Blond Bay and Boole Poole.
These are the areas allowed for Hog
Deer balloted hunting.
After the Ballot is drawn in November, it’s a rush to send invitations to all ballot winners, inviting them to come
along the Education Weekend. Peter Halcomb, our Communications Officer, was “on fire” using his communication
skills to make sure each hunter knew what was on offer and what it entailed to get to Sunday Island. Pete and I were
in constant contact sometimes up to 10 times per day, [too often Pete recons
😉] organising all the hunters who nominate to come along for the weekend.
Once numbers were finalised, catering was organised. Mark Fitzmaurice who
worked out what was required and the shopping done by Jeffrey Owen, Val
Zelenbaba organised water, Dwayne Peel the beer, I picked up the bread and
four 20lt containers of water, Pete also sourced paper plates, cups &
serviettes, while Paul Kotlarewski dropped off our Branch trailer. Frank
Favrin, Kieran Connell, Peter Halcomb, Adrian Colarusso made venison
sausages and burgers, for Saturday’s lunch.
Venison back legs were needed for Saturday night’s dinner and these were
sourced by Tom Zamanis and Charles McHugh, who went out and took three
Fallow Deer for the occasion. Things were starting to go to plan. Mark, Val
and I arrived on the Thursday, the other volunteers came down to Sunday
Island on the Friday evening.
On Friday evening we set up the Club House on the Island, for
all the participants.
Once the troops arrived with the food Fitzy started preparing
things in the kitchen. The meals for Saturday Morning Tea,
Lunch and Dinner and Breakfast for Sunday were prepared.
Several guest speakers started arriving Friday evening, with
Tavi Manescu and Kati Wishart from the Game Management
Authority [GMA], the ADA’s Executive Officer and Chairman of
The Blond Bay Group, Barry Howlett, Taxidermists Cameron
Johnson and Gavin Counsell, as well as the Blond Bay Group,
well known Hog Deer Hunter Simon Webster, Life Member of
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ADA Bob Gough, who came along to talk about bush survival, and shooting skills. These
were all going to be part of the presentation on Saturday.
The ADA’s journalist Maddy Fogarty also arrived to do a story on the Weekend.
Saturday saw all the attendees arriving from 7am, then at 20 minute intervals on the boat.
With 69 people safely on the Island, the other speakers came along on the final boat.
Vanesa Spark from Marine Safety Victoria, Peter Mabilla and Paul Hamlett from the Snake
Island Cattlemen’s’ Association and Andrew Macaulay, the Welshpool Hog Deer Checking
Station Officer. Once they all settled in our sessions began.

Saturday 11.00am

Presentations
CEO of ADA & Chairman of the Blond Bay Hog
Deer Advisory Group.

Barry Howlett

Saturday 11.30am

Transport Victoria Marine Safety.

Venesa Spark

Saturday 12.00am

Snake Island Cattle Men Association.

President Peter Mabilia &
Paul Hamlett

Saturday 12.45pm

Venison, Sausages and Burgers for lunch

Saturday 1.30pm

What to expect when hunting Snake Island,
Blond Bay and Boole.

Simon Webster

Saturday 2.15pm
Saturday 3.15pm

Bush Craft and Shooting Skills
Skinning and Caping a Hog Deer display

Saturday 4.30 pm

Hog Deer Hunting techniques.

Saturday 5.30pm

Talk about Hog Deer behavior, Hunter behavior
and Snake Island.

Bob Gough
Taxidermists, Cameron Johnson &
Gavin Councell
Para Park Chairman of Game
Management, Barry Gell
Hog Deer enthusiast Ron Mayze

Saturday 6.00pm

Boating around Snake Island.

Saturday 6.45pm

Dinner. Venison Casserole with Chocolate Moose or Berry Crumble.

Rod Coomber

Sunday 8.00am
Breakfast
Rotation of Sunday Island Living Area, and Field Trips.

It was a full day starting at 10am and finishing at 6.45 pm.
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On Sunday, The Sunday Island crew gave our guests a tour of The Island so the balloted hunters could see the
‘typical’ Hog Deer environment.

It was a great weekend with all the hunters
enjoying themselves, especially those who
brought their children and partners. It was also
great value. WHereelse wold you get to a boat
ferry ride, accommodation, 3 meals and tea
breaks, talk to many experts etc for the money.
These weekends are a great fund raiser for the
Melbourne Branch, which we can use to improve
The Branch.
Without the help of our committee it would be
impossible to stage such a big event. S pecial
thanks to Fitzy, Kate, Lizzie, Deb, Walter, Peter,
Val, Ozzie, Cramer, Jeff, Tom, Joe and Griffo.
Also, thanks to the Sunday Island crew. Barry Gell,
Gavin Counsell, Rod Coomber, Anne Foster
McDonald, Jenny Counsell ,Ron Mayze, Daniel and
Cindy Power.
We will be hosting this event for another three
years, and also be drawing the full Ballot for the
first time at our December 2020 meeting.
The comradery between ADA and Para Park, is a
special balance, which will continue for many
years we hope.
Gino Lendaro
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There has been no FUG meeting since our last ROAR, so there is nothing to report.
Regards,
Joe

Page 15 of 34

Sambar’s Roar The bi-monthly newsletter of the Melbourne branch of the Australian Deer Association Inc.

Hunter Education date set for 2020
The Victorian Hunter Education course features a who’s who of Australian hunting. It is the perfect turbocharge to a
life in sambar hunting.

ADA member pricing and
payment plans are
available

DETAILS ON THE ADA
WEBSITE

Primary Industries Bill delivers on Venison Diplomacy
Changes passed in the Victorian Parliament this week will make it easier for
recreational game hunters to enjoy and share the spoils of the hunt by taking
their meat to commercial premises for processing for personal consumption just like hunters in New Zealand and the USA can do.
READ THE STORY ON THE ADA WEBSITE
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The Bendigo Stadium will transform into an indoor, climate
controlled hunter’s paradise, as the Wild Deer & Duck
Hunting Expo returns to regional Victoria in 2020.
With more than 150 sites and a full schedule of practical
demonstrations, education sessions and expert speakers the
Expo will be a destination for enthusiasts and the hunting,
outdoors and fishing industries.

Hi Everyone,
Some exciting news is that we have been asked if we want to operate a venison burger and sausage [plus drinks]
food stall at the forthcoming Bendigo Wild Deer Expo.
Running the food stall has at least 5 benefits:
1. An excellent opportunity to work in partnership with the ADA Central Vic Branch
2. Great profiling for the ADA & our two Branches
3. A great way to attract new members
4. It's provides a $ surplus for both Branches
5. Members staffing the stall have a chance to meet and interact with other members.
However, there are is no such thing as a free lunch, and the event is taking some work to organise and to set up
[Friday evening] and staff over the 2 days.
The Committee and I would very much appreciate any help members are able to give. Even if only 4 hurs on a given
day when you are visiting anyway, would be much appreciated.
The Expo is on 29 Feb & 1 March 9am to 4pm each day. [Set up on afternoon of 28 Feb time TBC]
If you are able to lend a hand, please send you details to Walter at walter@precisiontoolanddie.com.au or 0408 319
067 and he will help me compile a roster.
[Name, phone number, available times, Food handling certificate number
if you already have one]
For those who help for 4 hours, there is a FREE ADA T Shirt and a pass into
the show Also, anyone lending a hand will need to either currently have or
be willing to complete a simple online food handling course.
https://rsaonlinenow.com.au/basic-food-handlers.php
Here's further info on the expo. It's always a great event.
https://www.deerexpo.com.au/
Regards, Gino Lendaro
0418 994 281
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Topic: Hunting Rifle Accuracy by Ian Gould
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Hog deer double
by Brad Allen

Brad Allen with his ‘hoggie’ stag.
While it wasn’t the biggest stag
in the bush, it was a beautiful
representative trophy that Brad
was very happy with.

If you are not lucky enough to live in Victoria, close to hog deer habitat, your only chance to hunt these beautiful
little creatures may be to do as I did and enter the Blond Bay Hog Deer Advisory Group (BBHDAG) ballot. On my third
attempt, I was lucky enough to be selected for the first hunt period of the season in the Gippsland Lakes Coastal Park
(Boole Poole Peninsula) on the southern side of Lake King. Without doubt, it would have to be the best $15 that I
had spent in some time and the long trip south turned out to be a great investment.
The bush telegraph was certainly alive and well in Metung, as shortly after arriving at lunchtime on Friday, I received
a welcoming phone call from a Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) officer asking me if I was the
Queenslander in Metung wearing a camo cap. Another of the successful ballot applicants, ‘Wheelo’, arrived a short
time later and we hit it off straight away. Coming all the way from Queensland and not owning a boat had presented
its own unique problems for me. But luckily, Wheelo lived close by and did own one. He was only too happy to ferry
me and all my gear across Lake King to the camping area on the peninsula with him. So after obtaining permission
for us to camp there over the weekend, we cast off.
Owing to the tyranny of distance, I was not able to attend the hunters’ information weekend hosted a couple of
weeks earlier, where hunters are schooled on the habits of hog deer and the layout of the hunting areas. Luckily
again, Wheelo had attended and was able to share his newly acquired and invaluable knowledge with me.
After pitching camp and settling in, the rest of the day was spent selecting and setting up our hunting sites, as the
recommended method to hunt hog deer is to find a likely spot where you ‘sit and wait’. Wheelo had opted for a
vantage point that overlooked a swamp and I prepared a ground blind at the far end of the hunting area overlooking
a well-used watering hole that would be better described as a brackish puddle.
As with most years, each lucky hunter had the opportunity of taking both a stag and a hind from the resident herd.
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Depending on my luck, I was keen to take both and have them shoulder mounted so that they could be displayed
together in my trophy room. Sunday afternoon saw the last member of the group arrive on the peninsula via water
taxi, junior hunter Sarah Lendaro with her father Gino in tow. Gino proved to be a fountain of knowledge on the
habits of the little deer and I am sure it was his input that directly contributed to our ultimate success.
Monday morning dawned overcast with rain. After attending the mandatory meeting with the DSE in Bairnsdale to
sign the paperwork and set the ground rules, our small group headed back to Metung for the short boat trip across
Lake King to the hunting area. The rain
finally stopped just after lunch as we all
pushed on to our respective hunting
areas, where I sat quietly, watching
from my ground blind until last light. I
enjoyed watching the many brightly
coloured parrots and other birds as they
came to drink at the water-hole, but
unfortunately, no deer graced me with
their presence.
On the walk back to camp, I met up with
Wheelo, who had not seen any deer
either. He was in the process of moving
his hide from the swamp edge to a low
tree overlooking a waterhole just off the
track only a short distance from camp.

A comfortable, shady
camp was established
at the Boole Poole
hunting area.

I don’t mind the occasional sleep-in, so
the following morning on advice from Gino, I left camp at 8.20am for the one-hour walk to my blind. As Gino
explained, the ‘hoggies’ would be heading to bed down at first light and would be up again looking for a drink midmorning, about 10am or so. Walking to a blind before first light would only upset the deer as they returned to their
bedding areas, so by arriving at my blind by about 9.20am, I would be in position well before they were active again
and heading to water.
Spot on 10am, I was enjoying the serenity of the Boole Poole bush when, as if by magic, a hog deer stag appeared at
the water-hole. I was taken by surprise and as he put his head down to drink I remember thinking that he was larger
in body than I had expected. His antlers were obscured as I slid my Ruger .270 up onto the fork stick that I was using
as a shooting rest and as I looked through the Leupold VXIII sight, I became aware of a second deer at the waterhole. A hind, slightly off to the right of the stag, had seen my movement and become nervous as she looked in my
direction. As the stag finished his drink, she quickly led him away into the tea tree scrub.
His antlers were thin and uneven, about 10" long, with three tines on one side and only two on the other.
Consequently, with no real chance of a shot anyway, I was not heartbroken but instead pleased to have seen my first
two hoggies up close. The tracks at the water-hole and now this sighting had confirmed that indeed there were deer
currently using this area and Gino’s advice had been spot-on.
After being unprepared for the stealthy arrival of these first two deer, I vowed that I would pay more attention to
the task at hand. So as to minimise my movement and the chance of being spotted, I decided to keep the rifle ready
on the shooting rest with a round in the chamber but with the bolt handle up.
Another 30 minutes passed as an array of bird life continued to use the water-hole when I suddenly noticed brown
movement through the tea tree scrub to my left, then antlers. It was another stag. I slowly mounted the rifle and
tracked his movement towards the water-hole. His rack was even and I counted six points, so the decision was
made.
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I carefully closed the bolt on the rifle
and put the cross-hair of the Plex
reticle on his right shoulder as I took
up the pressure on the trigger. After
the loud report of the shot, a meaty
‘thump’ of a solid hit echoed back as
the little stag took flight towards the
scrub. But the 130-grain Woodleigh
Protected Point had done its job well,
with the stag only making a few yards
into the tea tree before expiring. He
was down and he was mine. What a
beautiful little deer, just like a
miniature sambar I thought, as I
approached him.

>

Brad Allen with
The water-hole that
Bradtaken
Allen at
his hind
staked out in his
ground
the
same blind
waterwas nothing more
than
an
old
hole as his stag
wombat hollow
that
fills
by
the day before.
seepage with brackish water.

His antlers were not big by any stretch
of the imagination, but his six points
were well-shaped and symmetrical. I
could have waited for a bigger stag
and ended up disappointed, but a bird
in the hand is worth two in the bush and I was extremely pleased to have him. As I attended to the field dressing and
tagging, I heard the muffled sound of a shot some distance away towards camp. I thought that it had to be Wheelo
and I hoped that he had also scored.
With the stag latched to the top of my daypack, I slowly
covered the 4km back to camp where I found another
happy fellow hunter. Wheelo had taken a lovely even 10"
stag from his tree stand and we hung both animals in
meat bags in the shade before we made the mandatory
phone call advising the DSE of our success.

The result of a successful
hog deer hunt, with both
the stag and hind shoulder
mounted
and proudly displayed in
Brad Allen’s trophy room.

After lunch, our first priority was a boat trip back to
Metung and a visit to the DSE Hog Deer Checking Station,
where both stags were weighed, measured and photographed and lower jaws removed, before caping them
each out for shoulder mounts.
Another short stroll to Wheelo’s mate’s place was then in
order, where the two stags were hung in his coldroom
before we headed back across Lake King in the dark.
Thankfully, Gino was on the bank to guide us in with a
torch.
The next morning, I was again in my ground blind by
9.30am. With my stag permit now spent, I still had one tag
left for a hind and I was keen to take one for meat. Time was passing slowly and the mosquitoes were busy, making
it difficult to remain still as I wondered whether yesterday’s effort had ‘scented up’ the area too much for other deer
to attend the water-hole.
Right on 11am that question was answered as a beautiful young hind arrived at the water-hole and cautiously looked
around before taking a drink. She was exactly what I had been waiting for, so with the .270 already sitting on the
shooting rest, I carefully closed the bolt and took aim. I placed the reticle in line with the front leg, one-third up from
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the bottom of her chest, and gently squeezed
the trigger. The effect was immediate and
dramatic, with the hind rushing headlong
through the water-hole for 30m before
dropping to the ground without a twitch. Her
reaction and the substantial blood trail,
indicated a heart shot.
I contemplated what had just happened, I
realised that my hunt was now over. I had
tagged out on hog deer, with a beautiful little
stag and now a young hind for meat as well.
Sometimes, the hunting gods do smile on us
and today was one of those days.
With photos and field dressing out of the way,
I loaded my hind and other equipment onto
my pack for the long but satisfying walk back
to camp. The DSE officer sounded genuinely
happy for me when

Two happy hunters: Brad
Allen, left, and Wheelo back
at camp with their respective
hog deer stags.

I phoned to advise him that I had also taken a hind. A celebratory drink was definitely in order after she was hung in
the meat bag in the shade to cool.
Early the next morning, I packed my deer and
my gear into the boat and Wheelo ferried me
back to the Metung boat ramp where we said
our goodbyes. We also made arrangements for
me to head south again later in the year to try
for a sambar. So after again dealing with the
formalities of the DSE checking station and
picking up my stag and cape, I was soon
heading north. For me, it was home to
Queensland.
It had been a very successful and enjoyable trip.
I felt privileged to have shared time with
knowledgeable and helpful hunters like Gino
and Wheelo. I can’t thank the East Gippsland
ADA and the BBHDAG enough for providing me
with the hunting opportunity of a lifetime and I
will definitely be putting in another ballot
application next year.

.
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The following has now been in play for soe time now, successfully and apply at all Branch sanctioned events involving
firearms will be conducted. The Branch has always conducted a safety briefing and organised events consistent with
the aim of promoting the responsible use of firearms. All members wishing to participate in Branch events will need
to comply with these requirements and Branch Policy. This work builds on the Branch’s efforts previously.
Australian Deer Association Melbourne Branch Safety Code
Code is designed to ensure the safety of the public and fellow hunters.
Code applies to all ADA approved hunts.
Adherence to Code is a condition of participating in hunts.
Breaches of the Code, including failure to follow the instructions of a safety officer or a committee member may result
in disciplinary consequences.
Safety Code Summary
Firearms to be unloaded BEFORE going onto public roads, private land [unless legally hunting] and BEFORE entering
camp.
All hunters to go to check-in [safety] tent immediately upon entering the camp site, each and every time you enter
the camp.
Firearms to be presented to Branch Safety Officer, pointing in a safe direction with the action open and magazines
either removed or open.
Safety Officer will issue a breech flag for each firearm, which is to remain in the firearm, until at the hunting area. And,
reinserted and shown to the Safety Officer upon returning to camp at the check-in tent after each hunting session.
Firearms to be stored in rifle bag / lock box BEFORE leaving check-in tent. NO FIREARM TO BE REMOVED FROM BAG /
HARD BOX WHILE IN CAMP.
Rifle maintenance shall only be carried out in the check-in [safety] tent.
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2020
Branch Meetings are held at the Austrian Club, 90 Sheehan Road, Heidelberg West
Starting at 7.30pm
When

What

Where

Feb 13

Branch meeting: Paul Boag’s Outdoors Hunting

Feb 16th

BGRC – ADA Friendly Shoot

Feb 29th

Wild Deer Expo Bendigo.

April 16th

Branch meeting: Ultimate Hunting Companion Dogs
GMA Hound Test
Bookings Essential
Please message Craig Hill 0409 144 270

April 18th

DMP Accreditation Shoot

May 22- 24th TBC

Branch Hunt.

June 13th

Gun Clinic

The Bendigo
Stadium

Howitt

July 2 TBC may be in Branch meeting: AGM & Adam Parker Knife making
June as per usual cycle

Who
Members & guests

Public Event
Members & guests

Members and immediate family
only Eventbrite

Members & guests

July 11th

DMP Accreditation Shoot

July 17 – 19 TBC

Branch Hunt.

Aug 13

Branch meeting: Sarah Grazia Sausages made simple.

Members & guests

Sept 10

Auction Night

Members & guests Entry fee
allows people to bid

Sept 18 – 20 TBC

Branch Hunt.

Oct 8

Branch meeting:. Cameron Johnson presentation on
hunting in Africa

Members & guests

Nov 28

Melb. Branch 50th Anniversary
Game Dinner

Members and guests Eventbrite

Dec 10

Branch meeting: Trade night & the draw for Snake
Island, Blond Bay & Boole Poole Hog Deer Ballot

TBC

TBC

Austrian Club
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2019/20 Deer Hunting Season in Victoria, Public holidays, Public SchoolTerms and Observances
To make diary planning easier, here is some calendar information for you to plan against the Branch diary. The deer
hunting sea- son information was sourced from the Game Management Authority web site.
Seasonal road closures

http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/hunting/deer/where-to-hunt/seasonal-road-closures

Hog deer season

1 April to 30 April each year [limit of 1 male and 1 female]

Sambar [Hound Hunting]

1 April to 30 November. Except the period from the Friday before Easter Sunday to the

Term 1 commences

Tuesday, 28 January 2020

Daylight Saving starts &
finishes

2:00 am on 1st Sunday in October and 2.am on the first Sunday in the following April

Alpine National Park

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-nature/seasonal-road-closures

Labor Day

9 March 2020

Easter

10 April 2020 to 13 April 2020

Red, Sambar, Fallow, Chi-

All year [no bag limits]

Mother’s Day

Sunday, 10 May 2020

Queen’s Birthday

Monday 8 June 2020

Winter Solstice

21 June [for all you Pagans out there ☺}

Term 2

Saturday, 27 June 2020 to Sunday, 12 July 2020

Father’s Day

Sunday, 6 September 2020

AFL Grand Final

TBA in 2020

Term 3

Saturday, 19 September 2020 to Sunday, 4 October 2020

Melbourne Cup

3 Nov for 2020

Summer Solstice

21 December

Term 4

Saturday, 19 December 2020 to Tuesday, 26 January 2021
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Melbourne Branch Committee 2019/20
Role
President – Gino Lendaro
Vice President – Walter Albert
Secretary – Jacque de La Porte
Assistant Secretary – Joe Puma
Treasurer – Jeffrey Owen
Communications Officer - Peter Halcomb

Phone
Email
0418 994 281
melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au
0408 319 067
melb.vp@austdeer.asn.au
0408 578 088
melbourne.sec@austdeer.asn.au
0481 231 190
joe@terengroup.com
0408 109 609
melb.treas@austdeer.asn.au
0414580740
melb.comms@austdeer.asn.au
Committee Members
Dwayne Peel
0411 058 614
cramer99@hotmail.com
Mark Fitzmaurice
0412 641 963
zephyr39@optusnet.com.au
Jacque de La Porte
0408 578 088
info@impalabullets.com.au
Bruce Oswald
0497 871 844
b.oswald@unimelb.edu.au
Paul Kotlarewski
0419 556 398
kotlarewski@yahoo.com.au
Val Zelenbaba
0412 560 874
valzelenbaba@gmail.com
Adrian Colarusso
0411 718 777
pcolarusso@hotmail.com
Jeffrey Owen
0408 109 609
jeff@jboengineering.com.au
Frank Favrin
0402 273 243
ffavrin@hotmail.com
Tom Zamanis
0419 582 567
melb.tom@austdeer.asn.au
Kieran Connell
0403 025 428
kezz1957@gmail.com
Melbourne Branch Sub-Committees & Coordinators
Sponsorship Officer
Gino Lendaro
Social Media Officer
Jacque de La Porte
Roar Editor
Kieran Connell
Branch Hunt Coordinator & helpers
Paul Kotlarewski
Gino Lendaro & Val Zelenbaba
Branch Hunt Catering Officer & helper
Mark Fitzmaurice
Jeffery Owen
Outdoor Shop
Dwayne Peel
Val Zelenbaba
Deer Management Programme Accreditation
Tom Zamanis
Peter Halcomb
Coordinator & helper
Culinary Events Coordinator
Frank Favrin
Raffle Coordinator & helper
Adrian Colarusso
Bruce Oswald
Sunday Island Education Weekend for Snake Island, Bruce Oswald
Dwayne Peel
Blond Bay & Boole Poole Hog Deer Ballot
Val Zelenbaba
Peter Halcomb
Mark Fitzmaurice
Gino Lendaro
Branch Game Food Dinner Coordinator & helper
Frank Favrin
Kieran Connell & Gino Lendaro
Melbourne Branch Delegates
Firearm Users Group Delegates
Joe Ellul
0431 080 956
Walter Albert
joe.ellul@hotmail.com
Hound Hunting Delegate
Craig Hill
0409 144 270
chi28533@bigpond.net.au
Branch Scorer
Bruna Folina
9 Kestral Rd
0437 386 573
South Morang 3752
Club Meeting Facility Contact (Austrian Club)
Greg Reiterer
90 Sheehans Rd
03 9459 8686
Heidelberg West 3081
Branch Mailing Address
PO Box 258 Bulleen. Victoria. 3105
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ADA Melbourne Branch 2019 Trophy Competition

(National Trophy Rules Apply)

Name: ___________________________________________________ ADA M/Ship #.________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________P/Code: ____________
Phone: ___________________ Date Taken: ____/____/2019

Species: (Circle): HOG
RED

FALLOW

SAMBAR

Tag # (if applicable) ________________

RUSA

CHITAL

I declare that this trophy was a free roaming wild deer taken legally, ethically, and in sporting like manner
without the aid of any artificial light, bait or lure, and that I was a financial member of the Melbourne
Branch at the time the trophy was taken. Note: Deer Management Programme (DMP) culled animals are
not eligible for entry.

Please Note: Your photograph will be retained by the branch and placed in branch photo album, and
published in the Branch newsletter ‘The Roar’. By entering this competition, you acknowledge and give
permission for this to occur.
If you wish to enter the competition but don’t want your photo to appear in the ROAR, please opt out by
placing a cross in this box.

Signed: ______________________________________

Date of Entry: ___/___/____

SEND TO: The President, ADA Melbourne Branch, 222-226 Kiewa Valley Highway, Tawonga South.
Victoria. 3698 or email scanned completed entry forms to Gino at melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au no later than
29 January 2020
Winners announced at the February Branch meeting.
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ADA Melbourne Branch First Deer Award 2019
Name: _______________________________________________ ADA M/Ship #.________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________P/Code: ____________
Phone: __________________ Date Taken: ____/____/2019 Tag # (if applicable) ______________
Species: (Circle): HOG

FALLOW

SAMBAR

RUSA

CHITAL

RED

I declare that this was the FIRST DEER taken by me and was taken between 1 January 2019 and 31
December 2019. The deer was a free roaming wild deer taken legally, ethically, and in sporting like manner
without the aid of any artificial light, bait or lure. I was a financial member of the Melbourne Branch at the
time the deer was taken. Note: Deer Management Programme (DMP) culled animals are not eligible for
entry.

Please Note: Your photograph will be retained by the branch and placed in branch photo album, and
published in the Branch newsletter ‘The Roar’. By entering this competition, you acknowledge and give
permission for this to occur.
If you wish to enter the competition but don’t want your photo to appear in the ROAR, please opt out by
placing a cross in this box.
Signed: ______________________________________

Date of Entry: ___/___/____

SEND TO: The President, ADA Melbourne Branch, 222-226 Kiewa Valley Highway, Tawonga South.
Victoria. 3698 or email scanned completed entry forms to Gino at melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au no later than
29 January 2020.
Winners announced at the February Branch meeting.
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ADA Melbourne Branch Annual Photo Competition 2017
There are 4 photographic categories for the period 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019, as follows:
1.

Hunter (any method): Must feature a hunter with a deer taken between, with manually operated camera only.

2.

LIVE (any species): Deer are to be of free roaming wild, with manually operated camera only.

3.

GENERAL INTEREST: Any photograph with something that relates to deer hunting or the Australian Deer Association in
general.

4.

BEST TRAIL CAM: Are to be of live wild deer which are free roaming, with the use of
non-manually operated camera.

Please Note: Your photograph will be retained by the branch and placed in branch photo album, and
published in the Branch newsletter ‘The Roar’. By entering this competition, you acknowledge and give
permission for this to occur.
If you wish to enter the competition but don’t want your photo to appear in the ROAR, please opt out by
placing a cross in this box.
Name: _______________________________________________ ADA M/Ship #.________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________P/Code: ____________
Phone: _________________ Date Taken: ____/____/2019 Tag # (if applicable) ______________
Please circle the category you are entering:
1. BEST HUNTER & DEER
2. BEST LIVEDEER (2 sections)

Photo or Video(Mpeg or DVD)

3. BEST GENERALINTEREST
4. BEST TRAIL CAM PHOTO (2 sections)

*Stag

*Hind

SIGNED...............................................................................

Date of Entry: ___/___/____

SEND TO: The President, ADA Melbourne Branch, 222-226 Kiewa Valley Highway, Tawonga South.
Victoria. 3698 or email scanned completed entry forms to Gino at melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au no later than
29 January 2020.
Winners announced at the February Branch meeting.
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ADA Melbourne Branch BEST OVERSEAS TROPHY 2019
The animal must have been a free roaming wild animal and may be of any overseas species.
The trophy must have been taken between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019.
A brief story on how the animal was taken must accompany entry form and photo of trophy which will be retained by the branch.
Name: _______________________________________________ ADA M/Ship #.________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________P/Code: ____________
Phone: __________________ Date Taken: ____/____/2019 Tag # (if applicable) ______________
SPECIES_________________________________ Where Taken: _______________________________

SIGNED...............................................................................

Date of Entry: ___/___/____

Please Note: Your photograph will be retained by the branch and placed in branch photo album, and
published in the Branch newsletter ‘The Roar’. By entering this competition, you acknowledge and give
permission for this to occur.
If you wish to enter the competition but don’t want your photo to appear in the ROAR, please opt out by
placing a cross in this box.
SEND TO: The President, ADA Melbourne Branch, 222-226 Kiewa Valley Highway, Tawonga South.
Victoria. 3698 or email scanned completed entry forms to Gino at melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au no later than
29 January 2020.
Winners announced at the February Branch meeting.
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ADA Melbourne Branch 10 Deer in a yearTROPHY 2019
The animals must have been a free roaming wild animal and may be of any overseas species.
The trophies must have been taken between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019.
Photo evidence is required
Name: _______________________________________________ ADA M/Ship #.________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________P/Code: ____________
Phone: __________________ Date Taken: ____/____/2019 Tag # (if applicable) ______________
SPECIES_________________________________ Where Taken: _______________________________

SIGNED...............................................................................

Date of Entry: ___/___/____

Please Note: Your photographs will be retained by the branch and placed in branch photo album, and
published in the Branch newsletter ‘The Roar’. By entering this competition, you acknowledge and give
permission for this to occur.
If you wish to enter the competition but don’t want your photo to appear in the ROAR, please opt out by
placing a cross in this box.
SEND TO: The President, ADA Melbourne Branch, 222-226 Kiewa Valley Highway, Tawonga South.
Victoria. 3698 or email scanned completed entry forms to Gino at melb.pres@austdeer.asn.au no later than
29 January 2020.
Winners announced at the February Branch meeting.
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