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guide to annual report
This is the annual report of Field and Game Australia Inc, for the year
ending June 30, 2012. The report provides information for the board,
branches and stakeholders of Field and Game Australia about the
organisation’s operations and performance. Field and Game Australia can
not be held liable for any printing errors in this document.

inside
Part 1 contains an address from FGA Chairman Mr Bill Paterson and FGA
CEO Mr Rod Drew.

Part 2 gives a description of the organisation’s values, stakeholders,
patrons, life members and management structure, as well as
significant appointments and sub-committees.

Part 3 details FGA’s membership statistics from this year and in
comparison to other years figures.

Part 4 reports on the organisation’s achievements and performance and
outlines the challenges that lay ahead.

Part 5 recognises the achievements of various members and branches
who have contributed to the overall success of the organisation.

Part 6 contains the audited financial report for the 2011-12 financial year.

Part 7 reports on the game management sector, including game
management, pest and vermin, and waterfowl count data.

Part 8 includes target participation figures and reports and results from
the 2011 National Carnival.

Part 9 reports on the progress of the WET Trust.
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chairman’s address

It has now been a year
since my appointment
as Chairman at last
year’s AGM, and to
say that the time has
gone quickly is an
understatement.

FGA has had a very
busy year, but this is
not unusual.

The change over for
Game responsibility
from DSE to DPI was
taking place late last
year, at the same time
that we were working
with both agencies on

the forthcoming Duck Season. Our request for
extended bag limits did not get through the two
Ministers, however the season went well, despite
the majority of the birds flying north shortly before
the opening of the season.

The transfer to DPI has now been completed. It was
a significant disappointment that the Minister did
not establish a
statutory Game
Council, as had been
promised prior to the
election, and both
FGA and SSAA have
confirmed that they
will not participate in
the body being
proposed. We are all
keen to see a
solution to this
impasse very soon.

The first significant
challenge for DPI
was organising for
the renewal of the Game Regulations which reached
their “sunset” in early September this year. We were
very concerned that changes were required to the
Human Safety Regulations to control duck protestor
activity and to avoid a repeat of the incident in 2011
when a protestor was shot, however we were told
that this would not be addressed in the renewed
Regulations. We facilitated an extremely strong
response to the request for comment and many
respondents, including ours, suggested changes
regarding protestors. Hence, it was very gratifying to
see the new Regulations included the requested

changes covering protestor safety.

We continue to be well represented on Government
committees and Advisory Councils at both State and
Federal levels, and we’re extremely grateful for the
effort members and staff put into these. It is a simple
fact that unless we are very active in these, we will
slowly lose ground.

Hunting and shooting sports activities continue to
show strong growth, helped in a large part by
environmental factors. The end of the drought has
seen the return of duck numbers, as we predicted.
Also, as a result of the past bushfires, deer numbers
have also increased. These factors have led to
increases in duck licenses (26,000) and in deer
licenses (23,000).

FGA membership has also continued its steady
growth and is now over 15,500.

We have recognised that this success in membership
presents a challenge in being able to maintain the
high level of member service to which we are
committed. Recognising this, we have recently
appointed Mr Steve Hunt to the position of
Stakeholder Services Officer. Steve will be based in
the Seymour office, but with the intention that 40%

of his time will be
w o r k i n g w i t h
branches, acting as a
conduit to the office
and facilitating action
on issues of concern
to branches.

Most of the big issues
branches are faced
with have already
been dealt with by
other branches, and
Steve will be a
resource available,
not to do the work,
but to coach

branches in established best practice, putting them
in touch with already tried and tested professionals
and agencies.

How to apply for your range permits, arrange a fox
drive on a State Game Reserve, get water to a
wetland, these are things which a branch should not
learn by experience, rather from others who have
already done so. It’s a matter of knowing who to ask
and where to go, and that’s where Steve can help.

The Heart Morass project continues to develop well
and, as we have noted before, is the largest wetland

Bill Paterson

“We continue to be well
represented on Government

committees and Advisory Councils
at both State and Federal levels...
It is a simple fact that unless we
are very active in these, we will

slowly lose ground”
– Bill Paterson, FGA Chairman
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project in Australia. It is certainly very wet! The
continued rain and flushings may have restricted the
restoration work being carried out, but it has
combated the acid-sulphate problems caused by salt
water ingress during the years of drought. Acid levels
have dropped significantly and the ecosystem is
heading exactly where our Management Plan has
targeted.

The FGA National Carnival continues to grow in
popularity and last year’s event, hosted by our
Echuca-Moama branch,
was no exception.

This year’s Carnival will
be held at Seymour. We
reached the limit of 486
entrants in August and
closed nominations,
three months before
the event.

FGA continues to enjoy
the very generous
support of a great
group of sponsors, who
are also generous in
their praise for the work Field and Game Australia do
in promoting the shooting sports.

The political side of our activities continues to absorb
a great deal of time and effort. I have just come back
from three days in Canberra, meeting politicians and
briefing them on what we are doing and the issues
we are concerned about.

Our annual Politician’s Shoot is very popular and
continues to be well attended. It is a great
opportunity to let them see what FGA is about and
to firm up contacts. If nothing else, it allows
politicians who may not have seen a gun since they
were a child to see that we are just normal folk with
a passion for hunting and shooting pursuits. This

certainly makes all the effort that is put in to the day
worthwhile.
I would like to recognise the work of our Board who,
in addition to their normal Board responsibilities,
have all taken on specific portfolios. This allows one
or two Board members to undertake an intensive
activity and then put together a packaged
recommendation to the Board.

I am fortunate to be in the sadly, rare position for a
volunteer organisation, of having two past Chairman

still active members of
the Board. I must give
particular thanks to Mr
Russ Bate who drove
t he org a nis a t i on
through 10 years of
challenges, innovation
and growth, and was
good enough to stay on
and allow me such an
easy transition.

Finally, I would like to
recognise our great
staff at the National

Office, Rod Drew, Peter Rice, Steve Hunt, Noreen
Sloan, Alison O’Connor, Shelley Gough and Lauri
Rowe. These folk do a great job serving our
members, both through direct contact and via the
many meetings with Government and business. They
also watch and catch the surprising number of our
members who are so happy with their service, that
they pay their membership twice and sometimes
even three times!

Bill Paterson
- FGA Chairman

“FGA continues to enjoy the
very generous support of a

great group of sponsors, who
are also generous in their praise
for the work Field and Game do
in promoting shooting sports”

– Bill Paterson, FGA Chairman

» vale ron bryant - fga life member

Field and Game Australia farewelled its esteemed
Life Member Ron Bryant in March. Ron was the
Association’s second ever Life Member, and was
Secretary of the Association for 10 consecutive
years commencing in 1959. In addition, Ron served
as Port Phillip Branch Secretary in 1964, as the
Branch Treasurer in 1972-73, and as Port Phillip’s
President in 1974-75. Ron was involved with Max
Downes – Fisheries & Wildlife Department – in
setting up the Nest Box Program to save the Pacific
Black Ducks, and was a key figure in the formation
of the Port Phillip Region. Ron's vision and
commitment back in the very early days of Field
and Game cemented the building blocks for what
the Association is today.
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During this financial
year, the association
experienced increased
membership growth,
mainly due to
improvements to both
recruitment and
retention strategies.

The continuing diverse
and complex nature of
issues that affect our
members has placed a
greater load on board
and staff.

Recognising this, the
board approved two
new positions this

year. A new position, of Stakeholder Services Officer
was advertised and Steve Hunt was the successful
applicant. Lauri Rowe commenced in a two-day per
week job share in the membership department.

Ongoing improvements to the association’s IT
systems were completed this year with a major
server upgrade and membership software
improvements. The system has been modified to
allow the introduction of a direct debit option for
payment of membership in 2013. I would like to
thank board member Rod Berger for his invaluable
assistance with the association’s systems.

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
improved significantly
this year with a
number of new media
platforms being used
for the first time.

Regular fortnightly
slots on the Outdoor
Life Radio show
(Community Radio
3 W B C - 9 4 . 1 F M )
continued this year
until the sudden passing of Mr Bill Davey.

The popularity of the Australian Hunting Podcast
continued with FGA’s CEO, Life Member Graham
Eames, Russell Mark and David Hawker being
interviewed. These podcast interviews are available
as free downloads from iTunes.

FGA started a Facebook Page this year and now has
over 2,100 ‘likes’. The Facebook site has increased
our capacity to get information out to members
instantly and we can connect back to articles loaded

on our website. Facebook also allows us to get out
to a larger audience and also gives us valuable
feedback. It’s pleasing to see that a number of
branches now have Facebook pages for
communicating to their members.

Prior to the 2012 duck season, advertisements were
placed in a Melbourne ethnic newspaper and the
production of the “Duck Fever 2012” newspaper was
well received by members and the wider community
during the duck season. The demand by media
outlets for interviews and content has increased
significantly, to the point where comments from FGA
are being sought year-round on a variety of hunting,
conservation, target shooting and firearm issues.

Our website providers completed a site upgrade and
modifications project this year. The site now has a
new look and many of the functions have been
improved, particularly in the member sign up area
and shopping cart. The members and public email
lists have now been separated.

Governance requirements are continually changing
and in the next 12 months we will see major changes
to the Association’s Incorporations Act and State
Work Health and Safety Legislation.

The federal government is also looking at significant
changes that will affect all not-for-profit associations
and registered charities. All these changes will
impact on FGA’s current administrative functions.
Branches will be notified of these changes as they

come to hand and
there may be require-
ments that will require
constitutional change
at association and
branch level.

Latrobe University
student, Jake Welsh
completed his 3-week
cadetship at the office
during July. He
successfully completed

a project to bring all FGA’s waterfowl count data
(1993 – 2011) into one spreadsheet in a consistent
format. The data is now in a form where detailed
statistical analysis to identify correlations against
Bureau of Meteorology weather records, Dr Richard
Kingsford’s South-East Australia aerial survey and
hunter harvest data can now be considered.

Dr Graham Hall visited the office again this year and
analysed the 2011 duck season Head and Wing
samples collected by FGA volunteers.

Rod Drew

“The demand by media outlets
for interviews and content has
increased significantly, to the

point where comments from FGA
are being sought all year round”

– Rod Drew, FGA CEO
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The Head and Wing sampling project is ongoing and
will overtime give us valuable data on the
juvenile-adult bird ratio in the annual harvest. The
samples collected also give us a valuable data source
for a possible future isotope project.

During the drought anti-hunting groups were
claiming that we were taking all the adult birds and
driving some species towards extinction. The Head
and Wing project to date has shown juvenile birds
have been in the bag every year.

We are also trying to get an understanding of the
ratio of juveniles taken on opening weekend as
opposed to closing weekend. We believe that in
some years, more juveniles are taken on closing
weekend because of recruitment from inland
Australia as water bodies dry up.

The board has allocated
funds to assist branches
with new range planning
applications and defence
of planning changes to
existing ranges. The
growing complexity of
range planning is
onerous and FGA has
engaged consultants to
assist.

The following branches
have been assisted during this reporting period:

 The Cranbourne range application will not be
pursued because the proposed site has been sold.

 Bendigo branch was successful in an application
to VCAT to have planning conditions amended.

 The Greenvale application for a change of
planning conditions has been drawn out over two
years, and although they were successful with the
application at Mitchell Shire Council, the objectors
have appealed to VCAT. The association and the
Greenvale branch will be defending this vigorously
and have engaged a specialist planning barrister.
The VCAT appeal is expected to be heard later this
year or early 2013.

Government relations continue to be a key focus for
the board and staff. We attended many meetings
throughout the year with politicians and key advisors
on all manner of issues that affect FGA at state and
federal level. Some of the issues raised with
government include:

 Sunraysia branch lease - still to be finalised after
two years of negotiation with DSE.

 Victoria - post-election promises.

 Still no action to upgrade WIT training materials.

 Potential impacts on State Game Reserves of the
Traditional Owners Settlement Act.

 Hog deer ballot for Snake Island.

 The future of the proposed Multi-Discipline
Shooting Complex.

 Top Marsh (Kerang) water issues and
environmental water issues in general.

The annual politicians shoot held each year at
Melbourne Gun Club, now in its 10th year, is a great
day where FGA board, state and federal politicians,
advisors and industry supporters meet in an informal
way, to put names to faces and enjoy a day of target
shooting and a game food lunch.

The Victorian Wildlife (Game) Regulations review
took up considerable time this year. Over 500
submissions were received during the consultation
period and it is pleasing to report that significant
positive changes have been made to the regulations

that enhance all hunting
activities. Two new
license categories, one
for juniors under 18, and a
limited license for
overseas visitors have
been well received by the
hunting fraternity, along
with electronic decoys for
duck hunters.

This year I was
re-appointed to the Game

Council of NSW for a further three-year term. I have
held a councillor position since its inception in 2002.
My work with the Game Council has increased in
recent times, particularly as NSW government policy
changes coming through will see hunting introduced
into some National Parks and the prospect of duck
and quail hunting.

This year FGA attended the Shot Expo in Sydney.
There was a lot of interest around National Park,
duck and quail hunting, and certainly more interest in
FGA than we received at the 2010 show. Special
thanks to Noreen and Peter from the National Office
for organising everything at very short notice and
doing a fabulous job over the weekend.

The FGA National Carnival goes from strength to
strength and like last year, the 2012 event at
Seymour is already booked out, with over 40
shooters currently on the waiting list.

In closing I would like to thank the board, staff and
members who have played a valuable role, for which
I am most appreciative, in assisting me throughout
the year.

“The board has allocated funds
to assist branches with new
range planning applications

and defence of planning
changes to existing ranges”

– Rod Drew, FGA CEO

Rod Drew
- FGA CEO



at a glance

what we do
Field and Game Australia is a voluntary organisation formed by hunters. We partner with Government and the
community in the management and sustainable utilisation of Australia’s wetlands for future generations by
protecting game habitats through conservation. We promote responsible firearm ownership, ethical hunting and
clay target shooting.

our values
The purposes for which the Association is formed, is to specifically sustain, enhance and nurture responsible
activities of members and to:

 Encourage, promote and practice the active conservation of game and habitat and to undertake education
and training of members to achieve that goal;

 Co-operate with government agencies and landholders in the promotion of game hunting in an orderly and
accepted manner and to respect the privilege of gun ownership;

 Promote public understanding and acceptance of our activities and to co-operate with other bodies which
may have similar objectives and;

 Unite field sportsmen in the respect of game and habitat, to promote good sportsmanship through supervised
shooting ranges, target shooting and where appropriate to conduct local, State and National events to
encourage the sport and stimulate participants to excel in their chosen pastime.

who we are
FGA is an efficient organisation representing over 15,000
members, who are united by their interest in shooting
sports and activities and their desire to see Australia’s
wetlands preserved for future generations.
The Association has 64 Branches spread across all Australian
states and territories, while a small team of seven staff head
up the National Office, located in Seymour.

patrons
The Right Honourable Malcolm Fraser, AC., CH., Prime Minister of Australia

Professor Grahame Webb, BSc (Hons.), PhD

The Honourable David Hawker, MHR, AO

life members
Phil Brown OAM – Geelong Branch

Rex Cambrey – Shepparton Branch

Ron Danby – Swan Hill Branch

Graham Eames – Port Phillip Branch

John Foster – Geelong Branch

Rick Foster – Morwell Branch

Allan Graham – Geelong Branch

Gary Howard – Sale Branch

Ian McLachlan – Geelong Branch

Geoff Proudfoot – Traralgon Branch

Preserving Cultural Traditions 8

“The wildlife of today is not
ours to dispose of as we

please. We have it in trust.
We must account for it to

those who come after”
– King George VI

» new office signage

The FGA National Office had a
facelift in 2012. The tired old
office signage was removed
and replaced with a more
eye-catching sign at the
entrance to our building. The
new sign better represented
what the organisation was
about, and its bright blue
background made it easy to
spot for visitors to the office.
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management structure

Chairman of the FGA Board
Mr Bill Paterson

Second year of a three-year term
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Deputy Chairman
of the FGA Board

Mr Tom Chick
First year of a

three-year term

Mr Peter Hawker
Peter’s three-year term

will end at the 2012 AGM

Mr Rod Berger
Co-opted to the board

for a 12-month term

Mr Russ Bate OAM
Second year of a
three-year term

Mr Rob Treble
First year of a

three-year term

Mr Rick Foster
Rick’s three-year term

will end at the 2012 AGM
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Chief Executive Officer
Mr Rod Drew

Executive Officer
Mr Peter Rice

Communications Officer
Ms Alison O’Connor

Finance Administrator
Ms Noreen Sloan

Stakeholder Services
Officer

Mr Steve Hunt

Membership Officer
(part-time)

Mrs Shelley Gough

Membership Officer
(part-time)

Mrs Lauri Rowe
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appointments
Auditor: Brian McCleary & Co.

Australian Environment Foundation: Mr Rod Drew

Combined Firearms Council of Victoria: Mr Bill Paterson (Chair)

Commonwealth Firearms Advisory Council: Mr Russ Bate OAM

Firearm Consultative Committee (Vic): Mr Rick Foster

Game Council NSW: Mr Rod Drew (Councillor)

Game Council NSW Committee of Management: Mr Rod Drew

Kanyapella Basin Stakeholder Reference Group: Mr Tom Chick

National Animal Welfare Strategy: Dr Samara McPhederan

Northern Territory Firearms Council: Mr George Hennessy

Public Officer: Mr Gary Howard

Rivers and Red Gum Environmental Alliance: Mr Rod Drew

Shepparton Irrigation Regional Wetlands Committee: Mr Tom Chick

Tasmanian Game Management Liaison Committee: Mr Adam Churchill

Victorian Firearm Safety Foundation: Mr Russ Bate (Chair)
Mr Bill Paterson

Victorian Firearms Users Group: Mr Peter Hawker

Victorian Strategy for Healthy Rivers, Estuaries & Wetlands:Mr Tom Chick

sub-committees
Heart Morass Committee of Governors: Mr David Hawker MHR, AO

Mr Peter Rice

Heart Morass Project Implementation Committee: Mr Gary Howard
Mr Rick Foster

Target Sub-committee: Mr Russ Bate OAM
Mr Rod Berger
Mr Danny Ryan
Mr Danny Genovese
Mr Peter Rice

fga branches
Ararat-Stawell

Bairnsdale
Ballarat

Balranald
Bar-rook
Benalla
Bendigo
Broome
Burdekin
Canberra
Casterton

Capricornia
Clunes

Cobram
Colac

Coleraine
Cranbourne
Darlington
Deniliquin

Donald
Dorset
Dunolly

Echuca/Moama
Frankston
Furneaux
Geelong

Goulburn Workers
Grampians
Greenvale

Hillston
Huon

Kingston SE
Kyabram

Mallacoota
Melbourne

Metropolitan
MCC Clay Target Club

Minyip
Moe

Mornington
Morwell

Mt Wycheproof
Natimuk

Northern Territory
Orbost

Pinegrove
Port Phillip

Portland/Heywood
Queensland
Rushworth
Rutherglen

Sale
Seymour

Shepparton
South East

South Gippsland
Sunraysia
Swan Hill
Timboon
Traralgon

Wagga Wagga
Warrnambool
Westernport

Wodonga/Albury

» heart morass turns 5

The Heart Morass Restoration
Project celebrated it’s 5th
anniversary in 2012. The $1.1
million rehabilitation, a joint
initiative between Field and
Game Australia and three other
stakeholders, will ultimately
restore the iconic wetland to a
place of National significance
for water birds and other
dependant flora and fauna.
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snapshot of membership
Membership statistics are based on ‘Field and Game Australia’s Membership Financial Year’, being the 12-month
period from April 1 to March 31 each year. ‘Other’ members refers to Honorary Association and Life Members.

 Membership reached an all-time
high of 15,738 at the end of the
membership financial year in
2012, up 266 members from the
same time in 2011.

 The introduction of the Super
Junior category saw
membership for persons
under-12 increase by 325%

 The Junior membership category
lost 42 members when those
under-12 were automatically
switched over to the new Super
Junior category in 2011

 Adult membership makes up 77%
(12,133) of our total membership
figure, while Adult, Pensioner
and Family memberships
acquaint to 95% of the
membership total

 Our Retention Centre contacted
expired members in May this
year instead of November, which
was crucial in seeing the
membership figure grow to
15,107 at the end of financial year
(June 30) in 2012, up by 1,060 on
the same time last year

 March 2012 was when
membership was at its peak,
with 15,738 members, while the
lowest month was April 2011,
with 13,046 members

FGA membership figures by
category as at March 31, 2012

Figure 1

Figure 2

figure 2 shows comparative membership figures per month

(April 1 – March 31) for 2011 and 2012

12784 13044 13136 13284
13736
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15000
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Figure 3

figure 3 shows membership figures at June 30 from 2005–2012

Adult 12,133

Family 1326

Pensioner 1474

Student 190

Junior 270

Super Junior 129

Other 216

TOTAL: 15,738

figure 1 shows membership figures per month for Field and

Game Australia’s membership financial year
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partnerships & highlights

partnerships & participation
Field and Game Australia had co-operative working relationships with the following organisations in 2011-12, and
will continue to do so in the future:

» duck opening weekend

Hunters flocked to Lake Buloke Victoria’s north-west in
record numbers for the opening of the 2012 Victorian
Duck Opening weekend. While bird numbers were
down on previous seasons due to flood waters in the
northern state’s, hunters still enjoyed the camaraderie
of the weekend with others. Despite the lower bird
numbers, hunter numbers rose in 2012 by 1639, with
24,581 game bird licences issued by the conclusion of
the 2012 season - proving that hunting is alive and well.

» new wit dvd

Field and Game Australia CEO Rod Drew
travelled to NSW in June 2012 to help the NSW
Game Council out with the production of a new
WIT DVD. The current DVD was filmed over 20 years
ago and the quality is well below standard. It is
proposed that the new DVD will be released in the
next 12 to 18 months.

Arthur Rylah Institute

Australian Environment Foundation

BugBlitz Trust

Combined Firearms Council of Victoria

Combined Hunters and Sporting Shooters Association

Commonwealth Firearms Advisory Council (ACT)

Co-operative North American Shotgunning Education
Program

Department of Primary Industries (Vic)

Department of Sustainability and the Environment (Vic)

Firearm Users Group (Victoria Police)

Firearms Consultative Committee (Vic.)

Game Council of New South Wales

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority

Goulburn Murray Water

Hugh Williamson Foundation

Lake Mokoan Stakeholder Committee

La Trobe University

North Central Catchment Management Authority

Parks Victoria

Rivers and Red Gum Environment Alliance

Sporting Shooters Association of Australia

Tasmanian Game Management Liaison Committee

University of Queensland

Victorian Hunting Advisory Committee

Watermark Inc.

West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority

Wildlife Management International P/L
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highlights
» Queen’s Birthday Honours: Former FGA Chair and current Board member
Mr Russ Bate, and Chairman of the Heart Morass Committee of Governors,
The Hon David Hawker, were awarded an OAM and an AO, respectively, in
the 2012 Queens Birthday Honours List. Another FGA member - Mr Robert
Adam, better known as 'Mac' - was also awarded an OAM.

» Hunting Returns to NSW: The NSW Government announced in May that it
would allow conservation hunters into National Parks, and it would also
reintroduce managed duck and quail hunting after almost two decades of it
being banned. In excess of half a million pests and feral animals are
removed from NSW State Forests every year by ethical conservation
hunters, protecting Australia’s native flora and fauna – but the National
Parks have been left to become major pest animal breeding havens.

» NT Branch Nominated for Pride of Australia Medal: NT Branch’s
three-year weed control project at Harrison Dam was so impressive, it was
nominated for a Pride of Australia Medal in the Environment category. The
team basically rescued Harrison Dam - which was inundated with the South
American weed Olive Hymen-Achne - from near disaster. Should the Dam
have been left untreated, the wetland would have been choked by the
poisonous weed and rendered incapable of maintaining waterfowl and fish.

» FGA Launches on Social Media: FGA’s presence on various social media
platforms rolled out over the course of 2011 and 2012. FGA’s Facebook page
was the first to be activated, with the number of followers still growing
rapidly. Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube soon followed, and while these are
yet to be developed fully, we expect all four to be vital in going forward.

» Victorian Fox Bounty: The bounty proved ever-popular with Victorian
hunters, who turned in 100,000 scalps in the first 10 months, helping the
scheme hit the $1 million mark. Such was the popularity of the scheme,
there were passionate calls from our neighbours in SA and NSW for their
respective Government’s to introduce a similar Bounty in their states.

» Victorian Wildlife (Game) Regulations Reviewed: After an extensive
preliminary discussion period, the proposed regs were issued for public consultation. Many of the suggested
changes that were made during the preliminary consultations were included in the proposed regs. A major
concern was the lack of regulation to protect human safety on the wetlands during duck hunting season,
however FGA and hundreds of its members raised concerns about this issue in their submissions to Game
Victoria. On a positive note, new rules that assist juniors and international visitors have been included in the regs.

» More Staff at FGA: Our ever-expanding membership led to an increase in staff at the FGA National Office in
2012. Long-time member and Benalla Branch President Steve Hunt took up the position of Stakeholder Services
Officer and will be primarily responsible with liaising with FGA Branches. Lauri Rowe joined us in June in a
job-sharing role with current part-time Membership Officer Shelley Gough. Lauri works two days a week in the
membership chair, while Shelley continues to work three days.

» duck fever newspaper

Our first ever Duck Fever
Newspaper was released in time
for the start of the 2012 Victorian
Duck Season. The 8-page, full
colour newspaper was released in
to key duck hunting areas and was
well received by hunters
state-wide. Such was the success
of the publication, FGA plans to go
bigger in 2013.

» increased bag limits in NT

There was some good news on the hunting front for our
friends in the Northern Territory in September, when it was
announced that hunters would be able to enjoy increased bag
limits for the 2011 Hunting Season. Bag limits for game birds
increased from seven per day to 10 per day, after scientific
evidence proved that those figures still fell well within the
sustainable harvest limits of 14 per cent annually.
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highlights (cont.)
» Record Numbers for National Carnival: Despite being open to FGA
members only for the first time, the 2011 National Carnival at
Echuca-Moama reached capacity almost six weeks out from the event,
with an extensive waiting list to nominate being created. The 2012
Nationals at Seymour reached its quota of 486 shooters in mid August,
a staggering two-and-a-half months out from the event.

» Bill Paterson Takes Over as Chair: After 10 years in the top job, Russ
Bate stood down as FGA Chairman at the 2011 AGM. Russ was
fundamental to FGA’s growth and success in that time, and still
remains a member of the FGA board. Bill Paterson assumed the role of
Chair after Russ’ resignation, and has stepped in to the role with
enthusiasm and passion.

» VCAT Rules in Favour of Bendigo: The Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) ruled in favour of Bendigo FGA in
September and granted the club 12 additional shoots per year. The
decision came after a long and drawn-out process that started more
than two years beforehand. The Club had been restricted in its target
shooting activities which had been determined in a previous VCAT
decision over 10 years ago, but the new arrangements allowed the
club to shoot up to three times a month, giving the club greater
flexibility to run school and corporate shoots, as well as member
training days.

» 2011 national carnival captured

Renowned photographer John Elliott
came to the 2011 National Carnival,
capturing over 400 shooters in single,
family and squad shots. The initiative
was a big hit with competitors and
sponsors alike.

» head and wing research continues

FGA continued its Head and Wing
Research Project, which began in 2009.
Hunters collected hundreds of duck and
quail samples for the annual project,
which provides important data to better
inform the annual game season decision
making process.
Dr. Graham Hall from the University of
New England, analysed samples from
shot birds after the close of the season.
From these samples, we are able to
determine the age and gender of the
birds taken and compare these with
previous year’s results.

» fga members complete consep training

Ten members completed the Victorian DPI Shotgun Education
Program (SEP) training course conducted by world renowned
shotgun expert Dr. Tom Roster in April. The six-day training program
was held at Currawong Lakes in Tasmania, where participants
received intensive training in shotgun use, technical aspects of steel
ammunition, and techniques to reduce potential wounding whilst
waterfowl hunting. Over 20 members have now been trained and
their next task will be to assist in the roll out of a one-day Shotgun
Education Program course for Victorian Hunters.
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fga 2011-12 awards

vermin control
The Vermin Control Award

recognises the branch that has
contributed the most to the

control of pest animal species.

» South Gippsland Branch

media
The Media Award recognises

the branch that has promoted its
activities prominently on various
media platforms during the year.

» Sunraysia Branch

dr hugh martin medal
The Award is named in honor of Dr. Hugh

Martin, and recognizes outstanding
contributions in the leadership, planning

and administration of affairs made by
Members at a branch or regional level.

This may include exceptional contributions
to the conservation, hunting or clay target
strands of FGA, or to the broader scope of

information, community liaison or
membership services and attraction.

The 2011 medal went to Mr Rod Berger

Rod has been a driving force behind the
Benalla Branch for the past 31 years,
including 17 years as Secretary.

Rod has also been an integral part of the
Northern Region School Students Clay
Target Championships for the past 21
years. Over 200 students from 16 schools
competed in 2011.

Rod is always willing to sacrifice his own
shooting time to address range setting and
trap issues.

A highly valuable developer of strategic
partnerships, Benalla enjoys great
relationships with schools, little athletics,
horse riders and the army.

He volunteered his time in 2011 to assist
Flinders Island to host the Tasmanian
Championships, along with a major follow
up shoot, where he spent almost two
weeks assisting the branch.

FGA would also be completely lost without
his computer skills, his knowledge of the
Rules of Simulated Field and his seemingly
boundless levels of energy.

Congratulations, Rod Berger.

blue-wing trophy
The Blue-Wing Trophy recognises the valuable conservation work that
is undertaken by our Branches each year.

» 1st: Bairnsdale Branch

Bairnsdale members have been busy this year undertaking a
number of tasks which has made them a deserving winner of this
year’s Blue Wing Trophy. These include:

 The service and repair of 400 nest boxes, with another 10 nest
boxes created as a trial for Black Duck

 Negotiations on water control gates and the completion of a
second structure

 Achieved support from Parks Victoria and Game Victoria for
Cumbungi removal trial

 Wrote to Ramsar for support on the Cumbungi Project

 Macleods Morass Reference Group meetings

 Invested $5000 to trial Cumbungi control techniques

 8988 kms travelled and 1162 hunter hours logged in vermin
eradication missions

» 2nd: Geelong Branch

Many hours have been donated by Geelong members to nest box
erection, maintenance and research this year. As well as this,
Geelong members have been active in waterfowl counts,
revegetation and habitat restoration and water level monitoring.
Other works have included:

 Installed 14 nest boxes at Barwon River and Murtnagurt Swamp

 Cleaned around trees planted 2 years earlier at Reedy Lake and
carried out repair works on tree guards

 Replaced 15 trees at Hospital Swamp, whipper-snipped areas and
dug out old trees

 Meetings with Parks Victoria, CCMA and DSE to discuss previous
watering arrangements for Reedy Lake

» 3rd: Sale Branch

Sale continued its active participation in the nest box program, and
its members continued their terrific work at the Heart Morass.
Works included:

 Spraying Boxthorn, Blackberry and Pattersons Curse.

 Repair and upgrade of access track

 Installation of pipes in drain to control inflows and outflows
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financial reports

fga financial report: year ending June 30, 2012

The 2012 year has
once again been a
financially satisfactory
year for Field and
Game Australia.

Net assets have
increased by $212,298
to $979,998. This is
the amount by which
assets of the
Association exceed
liabilities.

At June 30, 2012 there
was $1,311,754 held in
FGA’s bank accounts
and cash on hand.
This is an increase of

$188,928 from the past year. FGA’s policy is to
maintain its investments in secure accounts to
minimise any risk of market fluctuations.

Other short term assets
include prepaid expenses,
stock and other
receivables. These items
total $74,193.

Non-current assets total
$514,213. These include a
loan to the Wetlands
Environmental Taskforce
(WET) Public Fund of
$418,727, plant equipment and vehicles at a written
down value of $77,061, and computer software at
written down value of $18,425.

Total assets are $1,907,917. Liabilities and provisions
total $927,919.

Current liabilities including trade creditors , GST,
employee entitlements, superannuation and PAYG
tax and accrued expenses were $49,197.

Leave liabilities for annual and long service leave
were $29,805 for leave now due, and $33,534 for
leave accrued but not yet payable.

The liability for members subs received in 2012 for
the nine months to March 31, 2013 was $807,626. This
liability arises due to the Associations membership
year being April 1 to March 31, while the financial year
is from July 1 to June 30.

Total liabilities, including members subs in advance,
were $927,919.

Operations for the year have again been successful.
The Association has received $1,173,517 in
membership income. A further $28,806 was received
for merchandise sales and another $167,186 from
other income including $44,745 from bank interest,
$29,363 from government grants and $33,970 from
range levies. $55,414 was received from the 2011
Nationals of which $52,890 cost to run.

Overall operating expenses were $1,238,868, leaving
a surplus of $130,641.

Significant expenses for the year were branch
rebates ($162,295), magazine and mail house costs
($292,507), insurance ($42,069) and depreciation and
amortisation of plant, equipment, vehicles and
software ($27,612).

It should be further noted that due to improved
membership software and a resultant change in
accounting policy, membership rebates received on
behalf of branches have been separated from
membership income and excluded from the

calculation of subscriptions
in advance. This is because
rebates are paid on receipt
o f t h e m e m b e r s
subscription.

The resultant change has
meant that the members
funds were required to be
increased by $81,657 as a
prior year adjustment.

Once again membership has grown during a time
that some areas of our communities are falling on
difficult economic conditions.

This continued support has enabled FGA to work on
your behalf to protect and improve your rights as
target shooters, hunters and recreational users of
our wetlands. FGA is on a sound financial footing to
meet the challenges that may come in the future.

Tom Chick

“FGA’s policy is to maintain
its investments in secure
accounts to minimise any

risk of market fluctuations”
– Tom Chick, FGA Board

» nationals success

The 2011 FGA National
Carnival went off without a
hiccup, with 486 shooters
successfully competing in
the event. The event was a
success financially, with
$55,414 received from the
2011 Nationals, of which
$52,890 cost to run.
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wetland environmental taskforce (wet) public fund financial
report: year ending June 30, 2012

2012 has been a significant year for the Wetlands
Environmental Taskforce (WET), with the receipt of a
$150,000 bequest and the conversion of the
$100,000 covenant from Trust for Nature to a
donation. Other donations received totalled $18,447.

Merchandise sales were
$38,888 and a further
$10,432 was received for
hunting and camping use for
the Heart Morass. Interest
for the year was $7,928.

Overall operating expenses
were $37,770. The significant
items were cost of
merchandise sold ($26,187),
Heart Morass meeting
e x p e n s e s ( $ 2 , 0 7 8 ) ,
replacement keys and costs ($1,622), and postage for
merchandise ($2,619).

At June 30, 2012 WET had assets of $2,037,303. Cash
at bank was $309,786, other receivables was $8,592
and inventory was $24,386. Non current assets were
$1,694,539. Of this, $1,692,917 was freehold land at
the Heart Morass and the Lake Buloke lease, and
$1,622 was plant and equipment.

Current liabilities were accrued expenses of $946,
and non-current liabilities was the $417,615 loan from
FGA. Net Assets were $1,618,742.

In summary WET has continued to grow slowly.
Thanks to the bequest, Trust for Nature and the

ongoing support from some
branches and members, WET
is in a position to further its
credentials as a significant
conservation leader.

FGA members are well served
by its achievements. Its
credibility contributes to
FGA’s ability to sit on wetland
committees, as well as access
government departments to
negotiate for members access

to hunting, pest mitigation and recreational use.

“Its credibility contributes
to FGA’s ability to sit on

wetland committees and
access government

departments”
– Tom Chick, FGA Board

Thomas Chick CPA
- FGA Board Member

» Donald says thanks

Many FGA members
descended on Donald for
the opening weekend of
the 2012 Victorian Duck
Season. After years of
drought followed by
flooding rains, the town of
Donald experienced a
fantastic boost to its
economy thanks to these
hunters - something they
may not have experienced
if a duck season was not
declared. FGA CEO Rod
Drew received this letter
from Donald Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
secretary Sandra Harris,
who noted that shooters
are most welcome in
Donald.
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hunting and game management

the 2012 game bird season
2012 saw another successful year for hunting, with Government
announcements for game bird seasons in Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and
the Northern Territory. Waterfowl hunters were given full bag limits and season
lengths in response to continued good habitat conditions across Australia.

Victorian licensed waterfowl hunters increased by 3.5% in 2012 to 24,636 - an
increase of 843 licenses. Additionally, there was a further 3,800 quail licenses
issued - equating to a total of 27,436 game bird hunting licenses in 2012. More
significantly, 2800 Waterfowl Identification Tests (WIT) where issued in the 2011-12
financial year by the Department of Primary Industries (DPI), an increase of over
594 on the previous year.

The 2012 Victorian game bird season was good despite a migration of waterfowl
out of Victoria to flood events in NSW just prior to the season, however, hunting
improved later in the season.

In 2012, approximately 36,000 game bird hunters participated in seasons
throughout the country. Many new hunters were introduced to game bird
hunting for the first time.

Additionally, small communities such as Donald in Victoria’s north-west were full of praise for hunters who
visited the district. Donald Chamber of Commerce and Industry secretary Sandra Harris sent a letter commending
hunters on their “exemplary” behavior over Opening Weekend. She also stated that “Positive feedback was
received from food businesses, hotels, motels, restaurant, fuel station, and supermarket, with some claiming
‘best ever’…This is a great boost for the economy.” The influx of visitors to Donald certainly had the town
Buzzing, not only on Opening Weekend, but each day of the 2012 duck season.

waterfowl monitoring
Rainfall across eastern Australia and heavy flooding has provided sustained habitat improvement for the past
three years and ideal breed condition for all waterfowl.

In November and February each year, voluntary Field and Game Australia (FGA) members visit wetlands right
across Victoria to assist with the waterfowl count survey. Working closely with DPI, the data is collated and
studied to determine trends in waterfowl numbers and breeding patterns.

The November data is particularly important, as it is used as part of negotiations surrounding the declaration or
otherwise of a game bird season in the following year. The February data is added to a long running survey that
provides further insight in to general waterfowl abundance. As the Adaptive Harvest Model evolves, waterfowl
monitoring may become more structured to develop indicator wetlands to be monitored more intensely. FGA
acknowledge and thank all members who volunteer their time to contribute to this very valuable project.

FIGURE 1: contains the regional summary data from the November 2011 Waterfowl Survey (conducted between October 29 and November 6).
Note: * indicates the number of accompanied broods seen.

Rob Treble

Regions
Totals Game Species Protected

Game Prot. SHEL * PAD * GYTL * CHTL * SHOV * PEAD * HARD * MAND * FRED *

Gippsland 88,675 8 1211 3 4176 2 51,069 4 22,597 22 95 0 435 0 8215 1 845 21 8 0

North East 26,098 4 731 5 5285 73 9893 48 2497 16 127 1 608 2 2717 0 4095 40 4 0

North West 18,992 0 144 3 1421 39 12,325 3 151 0 6 0 44 0 2196 0 2660 11 0 0

Port Phillip 806 0 1 0 370 1 13 0 46 0 0 0 0 0 80 0 295 0 0 0

South West 141,549 129 10,403 16 26,332 314 62,269 2357 13,626 9 989 3 4583 3 16,313 0 4332 23 129 1

276,120 141 12,490 27 37,584 429 135,569 2412 38,917 47 1217 4 5670 5 29,521 1 12,227 95 141 1TOTAL



Species Reported
Proportion of

Harvest
SE

Estimated
Harvest

SE Lower Upper

Pacific Black Duck 1354 .26 .006 156,484 10,856 136,612 179,248

Australian Wood Duck 1150 .22 .006 132,908 9345 115,817 152,521

Australian Shelduck 70 .01 .002 8090 1096 6,211 10,538

Grey Teal 1826 .35 .007 211,034 14,347 184,735 241,078

Chestnut Teal 431 .09 .004 49,812 3983 42,596 58,249

95% CI

Pink-ear Duck 109 .02 .002 12,597 1450 10,061 15,774

Australian Shoveller 42 .01 .001 4454 811 3,507 6718

Hardhead 222 .04 .003 25,657 2376 21,406 30,752
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FIGURE 2: indicates how many wetlands were counted in each region over the counting period.

FIGURE 3: contains the regional summary data from the February 2012 Waterfowl Survey (conducted from February 18-26). Note: * indicates
the number of accompanied broods seen.

FIGURE 4: indicates how many wetlands were counted in each region over the counting period.

game harvest reporting
For the past five game bird seasons, FGA and the Victorian DPI
have been collecting data from hunters on their hunting
practices and harvest. This data is analysed and forms the basis
of the annual Game Harvest Report. The survey is conducted on
a random sample of game license holders by an independent
telemarketing company every two weeks during the various
duck, quail and deer seasons.

It remains absolutely vital that all hunters actively cooperate
and participate in this survey. The data is collected and entered
in to the scientifically validated model which is used to calculate
the total harvest with a high (95% CI) degree of certainty.

On average each licence holder hunted on approximately 4.5
days during the 2011 duck hunting season. When multiplied by
the total number of licence holders, this corresponds to a total
of 103,450 hunter days (95% CI = 91,223 - 117,315).

FIGURE 5: shows the 2011 Victorian harvest data for waterfowl (reported numbers of harvest from hunters, proportion of the total harvest,
and estimated total 2011 harvest for each species. The 2012 date is due for release later in the year.

Regions Gippsland North East North West Port Phillip South West TOTAL

Wetlands 52 37 40 12 147 288

Regions
Totals Game Species Protected

Game Prot. SHEL * PAD * GYTL * CHTL * SHOV * PEAD * HARD * MAND * FRED *

Gippsland 52,890 0 3183 0 4035 8 20,963 6 20,549 0 244 0 1808 0 783 0 1311 0 0 0

North East 12,902 0 1370 1 1598 8 4387 16 184 4 423 0 296 2 224 0 4389 3 0 0

North West 63,342 10 2301 20 4948 250 45,001 0 268 0 49 0 1619 0 1554 0 7332 0 10 0

Port Phillip 18,676 0 473 0 1440 4 4096 1 1325 5 296 0 10,000 0 54 0 982 0 0 0

South West 43,381 15 10844 100 3684 78 19,419 4 3470 0 98 0 3370 1 575 0 1738 0 15 0

191,191 25 18,171 121 15,705 348 93,866 27 25,796 9 1110 0 17,093 3 3190 0 15,752 3 25 0TOTAL

Regions Gippsland North East North West Port Phillip South West TOTAL

Wetlands 70 55 95 19 108 347

» waterfowl numbers soar

Waterfowl count data from November last
year and February this year illustrates
waterfowl continue to breed and flourish in
the improved habitat conditions that have
arisen from flooding events in the past
three years.



95% CI

Survey Total Harvest SE Lower Upper

Jul-Aug 2010 15,499 3057 10,568 22,729

Mar-Apr 2011 4639 1123 2906 7405

May-Jun 2011 8194 1880 5256 12,774

TOTAL SEASON 40,728 4782 32,381 51,228

Sep-Oct 2010 9636 2773 5543 16,751

Nov-Dec 2010 2481 997 1162 5295

Jan-Feb 2011 280 213 74 1052

95% CI

Period Harvest SE Lower Upper

April 234,439 34,036 176,603 311,217

May 214,103 31,102 161,293 284,205

June 229,889 35,590 170,027 310,826

TOTAL SEASON 678,431 58,260 573,511 802,546
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the 2011 quail season
Quail hunting is a popular activity within the Field and Game Australia membership.

Detailed below is the harvest data for the 2011 season. The total average season harvest was 26.17 quail per game
license holder (95% CI = 22.16 - 30.91) Note that for each survey period, the average quail harvest per game license
holder is lower than the average quail harvest per hunter, as the former averages across those respondents who
did not hunt during the survey period, whereas the latter is conditional on those that hunted.

FIGURE 6: contains estimates of the 2011 quail harvest in Victoria by licensed quail
hunters. Total harvest = Harvest per hunter x Total hunters .

the 2011 deer hunting season
Field and Game Australia has a considerable number of members who
are deer hunters. The following statistics were generated from the
2010-11 Game Harvest. This was based on 21,570 licensed deer hunters
at the end of the 12 month period. The total average season harvest
was 1.97 deer per licence holder (95% CI = 1.57 - 2.48).

FIGURE 7: shows estimates of the total deer harvest in Victoria from July 2010 until June
2011, by 21,570 licensed deer hunters.

waterfowl head and wing research
Field and Game Australia members again collected head and wing
samples of harvested waterfowl throughout Victoria during the 2012
season. These will be analysed by Dr Graham Hall in October, building
on the data already collected in the previous four seasons.

game management unit
The transfer of the Game Management unit from the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) to the
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) has been completed.

The game management unit coordinated the training of twelve additional Shotgun Education Program (SEP)
instructors by Tom Roster. Tragically, Phil Gaylard (Colac) was killed in a motor vehicle accident traveling home
from a SEP meeting in Bendigo on July 28 this year. He is sadly missed by Field and Game Australia’s board, staff
and members, and the wider Victorian hunting community.

» stubble quail proves elusive

Like the ducks, Stubble Quail were
hard to come by early on in the
season. Many had moved to better
habitat conditions up north. This,
coupled with dry months in March
and April, did little to help bird
numbers, however things improved
dramatically as the season wore on.
Stubble Quail prefer areas of tall,
dense ground vegetation,
particularly grasslands and areas of
other low cover, including cereal
crops, stubble and leafy crop, and is
the only native quail species that
can be legally hunted in Victoria.
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game hunting regulations (victoria)
More than 500 submissions were received from the public, many from FGA members, in response to the
proposed changes to the Wildlife (Game) Regulations 2012. The new regulations were approved on September
11, 2012. The key changes with regard to waterfowl hunting are:

 Allowing the use of blanks to aid in gundog training

 Allowing the use of some electronic devices (e.g. GPS tracking collars for hounds, motorised decoys for duck
hunting, and electronic game calls)

 Updating the non-toxic shot list for duck hunting to reflect advances in technology.

game licenses
Changes have been introduced to better facilitate participation in game hunting by junior hunters (aged 12-17,
inclusive) and non-residents of Australia. These include:

 Exempting juniors from paying a Game License fee

 Creating a new ‘Provisional’ Game License to allow juniors (12-17 years old) to hunt under adult supervision
without sitting the Waterfowl Identification Test (WIT) or the Hound Hunting Test

 Creating a new 14-day non-resident Game License to facilitate game hunting by visitors to Australia

 Creating a new 7-day Game Bird Farm Hunting License that will be free of charge

These new licensing arrangements will commence in July 2013 to allow for the licensing system to be upgraded
and other support processes to be put in place.

The changes to the regulations are a tremendous step forward for game hunters and public safety.

» public safety during duck season

Given the risks to public safety by people protesting during the duck hunting season, the periods in
which people other than appropriately licensed duck hunters can enter or remain in specified
hunting areas has been extended to every day of the duck season. The exclusion period has also
slightly changed to two hours prior to sunset until 10am the following day. In addition, the
exclusion boundary has been increased from 5 metres from the shoreline to 25 metres. These laws
will apply to all Victorian State Game Reserves and 41 other important duck hunting wetlands, and
will be in place for the start of the 2013 duck season.
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game reserves
An additional five game reserves received permanent
classification in the past 12 months. They are:

 Fresh water Swamp, Woodside Beach

 Heard Lake

 Lake Muirhead

 Lignum Swamp

 Pot Brook

Currently Victoria has 42,000 game hunters. Hunting is a growing
pastime with the Victorian public, and they provide significant
expenditure in rural Victoria.

hunting in nsw
The NSW Game Council goes from strength to strength, and this
year license numbers reached 18,000. The Game Council
continues to expand its services in education and training for
hunters, and improved access for hunting opportunities
throughout the state. Each year the Council commissions an
independent public benefit analysis. This information provides a
statistical report of the Game Council's benefits to the NSW
community. The following summary statements are from the
2010-11 Game Council of NSW Public Benefit Assessment.

The Game Council provides a community service benefiting a
number of stakeholders in NSW. In particular, the Game Council
facilitates the licensing of hunters to undertake responsible and
orderly Volunteer Conservation Hunting to assist government to
meet its State-wide goals for game and feral animal control and
natural resource management and growth of regional and rural
economies through tourism and hunting expenditure.

In quantitative terms for impacts that could be readily determined, the total net public benefit of the Game
Council is estimated at $2.763 million in 2010-11, with the total gross public benefit of $5.583 million, far
outweighing costs of $2.82 million. The gross public benefit is higher than the 2009-10 outcome due to a
combination of factors including higher expenditure by hunters and higher numbers of animals taken on both
public and private land. This equates to a Benefit-Cost Ratio of 1.98. By 2014-15, the net public benefit is projected
to increase to between $3.805 million and $10.208 million, or higher benefit-cost ratios of 2.35 and 4.62.

The spending by hunters in regional areas contributes positively to regional economies, particularly the tourism
industry. Hunters are generally prepared to spend considerable amounts of money in pursuit of their interests
and this is a potentially very lucrative market segment for regional businesses.

In terms of the regional distribution of the economic benefits derived to NSW from hunting expenditure, a
significant proportion (73% or $44.7 million) occurs in regional NSW. The Game Council therefore contributes
centrally to the State Plan's goals regarding growing prosperity in regional areas.

The economic impact in regional NSW is estimated at:

 Direct and indirect income of $21.5 million;
 Direct and indirect value add (or Gross Regional Product) of $40.2 million; and

 Direct and indirect employment of 800 people.

The Government’s recurrent funding is a community service obligation and a cost-effective method of achieving
its natural resource management objectives, specifically game and feral animal control.

As previously discussed, this report represents an update from the PBA prepared for the Game Council for
2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10. The net public benefit of $2.76 million for 2010-11 is significantly higher than the net
public benefit of $2.06 million in 2009-10. This was primarily driven by an increase in license holders of almost 20 per
cent and similar increases in hunting activity and the number of animals taken on public and private land.

» max downes collection

Steve Hunt, Michael Bishop and Peter Rice
spent hours assembling and staining 7-metre
high shelves that will soon house the
prestigious Max Downes Collection, which
features more than 4500 books, 20,000
documents and 25,000 computer records.
The archive is the single largest collection of
hunting related material in Australia
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conservation hunting

pest and vermin report
A number of Field and Game Australia branches continue to make significant contributions to pest animal
eradication all over the country, on both private and public land. Hunters devote thousands of hours and dollars
every year to this exercise, all on a voluntary basis.

FIGURE 1: highlights pest animal eradication activities from participating branches between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012

fox hunting
Fox hunting continues to be a popular
activity among FGA members.

A number of our branches host regular fox
drives in a co-ordinated effort to rid the
state of its most persistent pest. As
evidenced from the table above, just short
of 13oo foxes were removed by branches
in 3 different states of the country.

As well as the obvious environmental
benefits, hunters in Victoria are able to
claim a $10 reward for their efforts as part
of the Victorian Government’s 4 year,
$4 million bounty. There is a continued push
for a bounty to be implemented in other
states including NSW and SA, where fox
numbers in some parts have reached
plague proportions, as evidenced in the
photo to the right.

The Victorian Bounty was an immediate
success after it was implemented on
October 1, 2011. DPI Collection Centres were
overrun with farmers keen to cash in on the
pests, and the scheme hit the 10,000 scalp milestone in its first 11 weeks. Hunters continued to be the big
winners, when after just 10 months, the 100,000th fox scalp was handed in, and consequently, the $1 million
milestone was reached.

Branch

Species Taken Travel
Time
(hrs)

Hunting
Time
(hrs)

Expenses
Total Man
Hours @
$15/hourFox

Feral
Cat

Rabbit
Feral
Dog

Feral
Pig

Feral
Goat

Hare Other

Capricornia 4 3 0 1 96 0 0 0 97 240 $550 $5047.50 $5597.50

Geelong 69 0 6 0 0 0 9 0 23 817 $8100 $12,600 $20,700

Grampians 43 0 5 0 0 0 48 0 118 829 $2675 $14,205 $16,880

Huon 0 4 96 0 0 0 0 2677 140 191 $2878 $4965 $7843

Kyabram 85 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 80 $250 $1380 $1630

Moe 274 6 15 0 0 0 0 0 336 3360 $5040 $55,440 $60,480

Mornington 77 0 361 0 0 0 0 3 765 1862 $4360 $39,405 $43,765

Sale 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 114 $250 $2160 $2410

Sth Gippsland 398 12 81 1 0 0 3 294 214 734 $5810 $14,220 $20,030

Warrnambool 340 4 20 0 0 0 25 13 350 1849 $5665 $32,985 $38,650

TOTAL 1296 29 584 2 96 0 85 2987 2085 10,076 $35,578 $182,408 $217,986

Man
Hours +

Expenses

» fox photo goes viral

FGA posted this photo on its Facebook page and immediately the
photo went viral. Users were quick to share, like and comment on
the amazing photograph, which showed the rare sight of dozens
of foxes feeding together in a paddock in SA. The photo was
provided to FGA by a contract shooter and FGA member.
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clay target shooting

2011 national carnival
Close to 500 shooters from all over Australia competed
at the 2011 FGA National Carnival, hosted by our
Echuca-Moama branch, making it one of the biggest in
the event’s 11-year history. Nominations were filled over
six weeks out from the National Carnival, with a lengthy
waiting list of shooters wanting to compete ensuing.

Over two days of spirited competition, each entrant
addressed 150 simulated field targets on three grounds
in open and handicap events. Congratulations to Echuca-
Moama for putting together a wonderfully-run event.

Field and Game Australia thank its sponsors of the 2011
National Carnival – Winchester Australia, Beretta
Australia, Highland Sports, GB Corsivia, Raytrade and
NobelsportItalia. FGA also sends a heartfelt thanks to
Steve Threlfall, from Trelly’s Fishing and Hunting in
Shepparton, as well as Brian Heffer, who serviced the
traps all weekend.

» 2011 national champion

Sox Pilipasidis (right) was crowned National
Champion for the second time with an impressive
OTG score of 135. Sox took out the event by a
solitary shot from Anthony Panetta (134). In a
close finish for the top-three, Daniel Johnson
claimed third place on 133.

» 2011 ladies champion

Renae Birgan added to her
tally of FGA National
Carnival titles and was
crowned the winner of the
Ladies event with a score
122, winning by 14 shots
from 2010 champion Kelly
Norris.

» 2011 junior
champion

Exciting youngster
Jayden Roe shot 121
targets to take out the
junior event in 2011,
backing up his sub-
junior win at Kingston
in 2010. Remarkably,
Jayden is still eligible
to compete in the
junior event for the
next two years.

C-grade

1st: Nick Hume (91)

2nd: Nathaniel Burslem (89)

3rd: Phil Thompson (88)

A-grade

1st: Paul Rigby (125)

2nd: Ryan Wharton (121)

3rd: Frank Cefai (121)

B-grade

1st: Alex Labib (119)

2nd: Clinton Murray (113)

3rd: John Johnson (110)

National Champion - High Gun

Sox Pilipisidis (135/150)

AA-grade

1st: Anthony Panetta (134)

2nd: Daniel Johnson (133)

3rd: Brenton Irons (131)

Ladies

1st: Renae Birgan (122)

2nd: Kelly Norris (108)

3rd: Vicki Johnstone (106)

Veterans

1st: Rodney Brain (120)

2nd: Bryan Rafferty (120)

3rd: Lionel Bradley (117)

Juniors

1st: Jayden Roe (121)

2nd: Jeremy Pagalia (121)

3rd: Steven Penrose (121)

Sub-Juniors

1st: Tim Chapman (93)

2nd: Michael Challis (93)

3rd: Zane Dickinson (85)

FGA Winchester National Carnival
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Categories
Branch Open Ladies Junior Sub Jun Veteran Participants TGTS Total Targets

Ararat/Stawell 232 17 9 9 34 301 425 21,400

Bairnsdale 771 59 23 23 97 973 1,079 101,830

Ballarat 920 36 19 57 116 1,148 900 88,425

Balranald 375

Bar-rook 672 56 64 24 124 940 835 66,410

Benalla 658 117 42 43 63 923 1,072 87,605

Bendigo 823 41 66 - 135 1,065 1,000 110,750

Broome 235 13 2 9 - 259 1,155 25,025

Canberra 678 33 27 21 26 785 1,400 91,900

Capricornia 141 27 32 - - 200 875 19,650

Casterton 291 7 29 3 31 361 525 27,075

Clunes 699 12 40 22 168 941 876 68,547

Cobram 353 13 17 21 21 425 580 34,955

Colac - - - - - - - -

Coleraine 414 22 67 - 48 551 831 57,239

Deniliquin 1,129 59 63 31 149 1,474 1,382 230,815

Donald 454 34 75 - 55 618 776 44,068

Dorset 778 - 32 - - 810 824 61,762

Echuca/Moama 452 29 24 9 61 540 575 41,575

Frankston 792 41 57 71 133 1,094 1,450 160,800

Furneaux 485 30 132 16 52 715 1,520 185,300

Goulburn 306 3 20 4 29 362 1,004 36,200

Greenvale 838 23 44 29 35 969 877 85,569

Huon 228 9 18 23 31 309 925 23,705

Kingston S.E 418 45 28 25 51 567 685 32,495

Mallacoota - - - - - - - -

Melbourne 749 13 35 17 93 907 675 68,025

Metropolitan 738 7 1 17 88 851 1,025 101,250

Minyip 436 28 39 33 76 612 650 38,275

Moe 359 34 20 17 54 484 725 38,925

Mornington 493 10 25 - - 528 - -

Morwell 486 46 26 17 72 647 750 61,875

Mt Wycheproof 336 14 24 - 51 425 650 31,725

Natimuk 611 67 22 33 98 831 775 54,800

Orbost 46 2 5 - - 53 100 2,650

Pinegrove 603 38 36 45 91 813 827 63,129

Port Phillip 894 62 44 31 112 1,143 1,150 134,825

Portland/Heywood 394 20 60 - 83 557 750 41,775

Rutherglen 343 31 27 61 30 492 807 35,517

Sale 1,019 123 111 93 113 1,459 500 80,750

Seymour 805 30 65 52 66 1,018 625 82,750

Shepparton 324 21 35 21 42 443 775 44,250

South Gippsland 446 65 62 - 63 636 705 41,840

Sunraysia 1,110 10 101 - 38 1,259 1,600 186,100

Swan Hill 134 9 7 5 12 167 400 15,800

Timboon 582 34 112 - 47 775 975 74,100

Traralgon 330 11 34 12 47 434 750 36,375

Wagga Wagga 347 - - - - 347 775 26,750

Warrnambool 850 55 205 - 70 1,180 1,120 120,740

Westernport 810 78 82 - 129 1,099 1,160 121,705

Wodonga/Albury 495 59 17 59 75 705 982 62,749

Total: 26,507 1,593 2,125 953 3,009 34,195 41,197 3,269,780

target participation
Clay target shooting continues to remain well represented throughout Australia with participation levels
remaining relative to other years. Come and Try Days proved successful for those branches who hosted them,
with a number of new members signing up as a result.

The following table shows participation numbers, broken down in to categories and branches. Members of Field
and Game Australia can participate in clay target events at any of our affiliated branches.
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wet trust

2011-12 was a milestone year for the WET Trust with the fifth anniversary of the
Heart Morass project celebrated, large scale breeding events being recorded at
the site and lengthy discussions conducted about the long term future
management of the Morass.

The very successful fifth anniversary celebrations were held on the highest ground
available and in a spot overlooking a morass filled to bursting point with water
and teeming with birdlife.

2011-12 has seen Ph levels in the morass rise significantly as a result of several
fortuitous flooding events and careful management of water flows in recent
years. With the fresh flows, planting projects and protection of important
vegetation, the Morass is recovering at a rate far ahead of what was expected 3-5
years ago. The presence of large numbers of swans, ducks and frogs using the
area to breed highlights the level of recovery occurring at all levels of the Morass
ecosystem.

The decision to enter into discussions with Trust for Nature to develop a voluntary
covenanting agreement has proven advantageous on a range of fronts. The
process has focused attention on the ongoing environmental management plans

for the site. The various ways in which the site is used by everyone concerned were examined closely for the
development of a comprehensive management plan.

A stewardship agreement over 100 Ha of the site was accompanied by a $100,000 payment from Trust for Nature.
The covenanting process has allowed the site to be considered for a vegetation offset agreement that would
further recognize and reward the conservation efforts on site.

The year saw another milestone established with the total number of school children visiting the area to study
science topics through the BugBlitz program pass the 3000 mark. BugBlitz continue to expand their program
across all school ages and into more than 26 Gippsland schools.

The work of the Heart Morass Governors, the local management committee and other partners has seen the
Heart Morass project continue to shine as a national example of what a public-private partnership can achieve.

» Max Downes Collection: The WET Trust and Mr Max Downes have worked to relocate and establish Max’s
significant collection of books and documents. Max and his daughter Elizabeth have invested countless hours
preparing the collection of more than 4500 books, 20,000 documents and 25,000 commuter records. The archive
is the single largest collection of hunting related material in Australia and is the only collection that focuses upon
the social and sustainable use aspects of hunting in Australia’s history.

» Bequest: The Trustees wish to express their sincere appreciation to the estate of Mr Alan Semmler for a
bequest to the WET Trust of $150,000.
Mr Semmler was a fervent supporter
of conservation projects across
Victoria, but especially in the wetlands
of the north east of the state.

» Otto Ruf Collection: The Trustees
also wish to express their sincere
appreciation to estate of Otto and
Kath Ruf for a bequest to the WET
Trust. The Trust has received all of the
collected taxidermy Otto amassed
over many years and a number of
pieces of art. The Collection contains
prime examples of mounted deer
heads and other heads sourced from
around the world.

Peter Rice

GOVERNORS

Chair Mr David Hawker

FGA Mr Russ Bate & Mr Peter Rice

WGCMA Mr Martin Fuller & Ms Kylie Debono

Watermark Inc. Mr Des Sinnott & Mr Wally Evans

Bug Blitz Trust Mr Martin Carlson

VALUED PARTNERS

Hugh Williamson Foundation Mr Denis Tricks

MGCMA Mr Matt Bowler

Gippsland Conservation Officer - TFN Mr Geordie Kuzniarski

BugBlitz Co-ordinator Mr John Caldow

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

FGA Mr Rick Foster & Mr Gary Howard
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