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CONTACT US

In person: 65 Anzac Avenue, Seymour

By post: PO Box 464, Seymour 3661

Email: fga@fieldandgame.com.au

Phone: (03) 5799 0960

Web: www.fieldandgame.com.au

Twitter: @fieldandgame

Facebook: Field and Game Australia
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Guide to  the Annual  Repor t
This is the annual report of Field & Game Australia (FGA) Inc. for the financial year ending 
June 30, 2016. The report provides information from the Board, branches and stakeholders 
of FGA about the organisation’s operations and performance; and is presented at the 
Association’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). FGA cannot be held liable for any printing errors 
in this document.
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FIELD & GAME AUSTRALIA

Our Miss ion
To be the most effective organisation in the 
promotion of hunting, recreational shooting, 
and habitat conservation.

Who We Are
FGA was established in 1958 by hunters 
who were concerned at the loss of 
wetland habitat for the game birds they 
loved to observe and hunt. FGA is now 
the nation’s most progressive firearm, 
hunting, and conservation organisation, 
with over 50 years of service to hunters, 
target shooters and conservation projects. 
It represents over 17,000 members, with 
members of the Association still united by 
their interest in shooting and their desire 
to see Australia’s wetlands preserved for 
future generations. 

Our Patrons
Professor Grahame Webb, BSc (Hons), PhD.

The Honourable David Hawker, AO.

Max Downes, BSc, PgD.

Our Values
The purpose for which the Association is 
formed is to:

 z Specifically sustain, enhance, and 
nurture responsible activities of 
members.

 z Encourage, promote and practice the 
active conservation of game and habitat, 
and to undertake education and training 
of members to achieve that goal.

 z Cooperate with government agencies 
and landholders in the promotion of 
game hunting in an orderly and accepted 
manner, and to respect the privilege of 
gun ownership.

 z Promote public understanding and 
acceptance of our activities and to 
cooperate with other bodies which may 
have similar objectives.

 z Unite field sportsmen in the respect 
of game and habitat, to promote good 
sportsmanship through supervised 
shooting ranges and target shooting, 
and, where appropriate, to conduct local, 
state and national events to encourage 
the sport and stimulate participants to 
excel in their chosen pastime.
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BOARD AND STAFF

THE FIELD & GAME AUSTRALIA BOARD

Bill Paterson Angela Kloppenborg Rob Treble

John Caven

Peter Hawker Mark Daley

Russell Bate

Shelley GoughDavid McNabb Daryl Snowdon Rachel BerryLauri Rowe

NATIONAL OFFICE STAFF

Chairman 
Up for nomination 
at 2016 AGM.

Vice Chairman 
Second year of his 
second 3-year term.

Board Member 
First year of his 
second 3-year term.

Board Member 
First year of his first 
3-year term.

Board Member 
Up for nomination at 
2016 AGM.

Board Member 
Co-opted for 1 year.

Board Member 
Co-opted for 1 year. 

General Manager Development 
Manager

Membership Officer Membership Officer Communications 
Officer

LIFE MEMBERS
Dr Hugh Martin, MBE (Dec)

Ron Bryant (Dec)

Doug Hemingway, MBE (Dec)

Des Thomas, OAM (Dec)

Phil Brown, OAM

John Foster (Dec)

Rex Cambrey

Allan Graham

Ruby Cato (Dec)

Geoff Proudfoot

Gary Howard

Albert Chamberlain (Dec)

Graham Eames

Ian McLachlan

Ron Danby

Rick Foster

Russ Bate, OAM

Board Member Meetings Held Meetings Attended

Bill Paterson 5 5

Rob Treble 5 5

Peter Hawker 5 5

Mark Daley 5 5

Angela Kloppenborg 5 4

John Caven 1 1

Russell Bate 5 4

Board Meeting Attendance
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APPOINTMENTS

 Auditor Brian McCleary & Co.

 Campaspe Environmental Water Advisory Group John Howe

 Combined Firearms Council of Victoria Bill Paterson (Chair), Peter Hawker

 Conservation and Hunting Alliance of South Australia Jim Godden

 Emergency Closures Advisory Committee (ECAC)  David McNabb (Chair) (resigned April 2016)

 Firearms Advisory Committee (VIC) Angela Kloppenborg, Bill Paterson

 Firearms Industry Reference Group David McNabb

 Firearms Safety Foundation of Victoria Bill Paterson (Chair), Russ Bate OAM

 Firearms User Group (VIC) Peter Hawker

 Game Management Authority (GMA) (VIC) Mark Little

 GMA Stakeholder Group (VIC) David McNabb, Bill Paterson

 Gunbower Island Stakeholders Group Tom Chick

 Gunbower Creek Community Reference Group Tom Chick

 Heart Morass Committee of Management Rick Foster, Pud Howard, Daryl Snowdon

 Heart Morass Board of Governors David Hawker AO, David McNabb, Bill Paterson

 Kerang Environmental Water Advisory Group Mark Daley

 Loddon Environmental Water Advisory Group Mark Daley 

 Northern Territory Firearms Council Richard Norris, Gavin Lovelock

 Shepparton Irrigation Regional Wetlands Committee Tom Chick

 Tasmanian Game Management Liaison Committee Adam Churchill

 Wetlands Environmental Taskforce Trust David Hawker AO, Bill Paterson

Field & Game Australia ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16 5



MILESTONES

The 2015–16 financial year saw FGA changing in more ways than one, with a new 
communications platform, a new patron, and changes for both the National Office and Board.

GRAEME AND JULIE EAMES RECOGNITION AWARD

The proprietors of Black Duck, Graham and Julie Eames, have done a fantastic job over many 
years, bringing the FGA message to our members and prospective members. Feathers & Fur 
has played a major part in the success of FGA. The Board awarded Graham and Julie a special 
recognition award at the 2015 AGM, and we thank them for their years of commitment to 
sharing our message with the wider public.

A NEW PATRON FOR FIELD & GAME AUSTRALIA

In November 2015, we extended the honour of FGA patronage to Mr Max Downes.

Max was a practising game manager for 50 years, and his appointment as Patron is significant 
as it serves to publicly affirm FGA’s commitment to ‘applied game management’ as part of the 
community conservation process.

Max has been closely involved with FGA since its inception in 1958, and currently runs and 
maintains the Australian National Hunting Archive. His knowledge on game management and 
the array of different tools being used such as professional wildlife research, law enforcement, 
public education projects and political support, has been and continues to be a boon for the 
Association.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW EDITOR

2016 saw a new communications platform, 
including a new magazine, for FGA. The 
new Field & Game magazine, website, and 
other communications are being provided 
by McPherson Media Group (MMG) in 
Shepparton.

The magazine tells the FGA story both for 
our members and for a wider audience, and 
has been receiving very positive feedback. 
Field & Game magazine is off to a great 
start!

Field & Game magazine’s editor, Darren 
Linton, had his first official day on the job at 
the 2015 National Carnival, and since then 
has quickly become an important part of the 
team at FGA.

The Board would like to officially welcome 
Darren, along with his colleagues at MMG, 
to the FGA team.

BOARD CHANGES

Long-serving FGA Board Members 
Rick Foster and Thomas Chick have 
retired from the Board. During their 
time on the Board,  Rick and Tom 
have contributed from their seperate 
areas of considerable expertise to 
benefit the goals and mission of FGA.

On behalf of the Association, the 
Board would like to extend a heartfelt 
thankyou to Rick and Tom for their 
years of service on the Board and 
their commitment to FGA.

NEW FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR

The FGA National Office has 
contracted Ian Gould to deliver 
financial administration duties for the 
Association, starting in early 2016.

The Board and FGA National Office 
staff welcome Ian to the FGA team.

6 ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16 Field & Game Australia
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

2015–16 has been a year of intense activity for FGA and one of considerable change. Change 
always involves an element of risk and the Board was aware of the need to manage this 
carefully.

At the time of writing, we have had three issues of the new Field & Game magazine and we 
have been delighted with the results. The response from both members and advertisers to 
the new style and format has been excellent; and our editor Darren Linton is putting in a lot of 
kilometres getting to all the functions and events which need to be reported. The changeover 
required a significant commitment by both FGA staff and the MMG crew and I believe that we 
can now tick the new magazine off as “job completed”.

The other major change was in our “public face” and the utilisation of the Redhanded Group 
to bring a professional brand marketing approach to our public relations.

It became clear during the 2015 Victorian Duck Season that the animal rights organisations 
were taking a new, high profile and very well funded approach to hunting and were using the 
season as their first front of attack. FGA took the view that we could no longer rely on our 
previous tactic of simply using spokespeople to make the facts available to the media and to 
rely on the good sense of the general public.

We were facing a large media campaign, based on emotion and “cuddly” photographs, which 
had little relevance to the way we hunt. We were unlikely to retain our good standing in the 
public eye unless we became much more proactive.

Accordingly, we took the decision to spend a large part of our “fighting fund” on an intensive 
public awareness campaign managed for us by Redhanded. You will have seen our 
advertisements on regional television, billboards on major highways both around Melbourne 
and interstate, online, or heard them on radio. 
We used FGA ambassadors under the banner 
of “Australia’s most surprising conservationists” 
to get the message out about what we do to 
ensure the sustainability of the populations 
which we hunt.

On the political front, it is with disappointment 
that I report that we are still waiting for the 
GMA Action Plan to be agreed and signed off 
by the government. This is now many months 
overdue and gives us great cause for concern. 
Just as the reasons for it being agreed in 
Cabinet were strong, the assumptions one 
makes for it not having been signed off are 
very concerning to hunters.

Similarly, we are very concerned about the 
failure to appoint a new Chair of the GMA 
since the resignation of Roger Hallam in April.
These two issues make it hard to believe 
that the government is taking the interests of 
hunters seriously.

Duck seasons are legislated in both duration 
and bag limits. These should only be reviewed 
in exceptional circumstances and by definition, 
exceptions do not occur every year. 
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In August 2015, FGA hosted its annual Politicians’ Shoot, held at Melbourne Gun Club and with 
an excellent turn-out despite the wet weather just a few days prior. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for local, State and Federal politicians to see what shooting 
sports are all about and to recognise the role that good facilities play in the development of 
shooting athletes. Good facilities encourage participation in sports, and clay target shooting is 
no exception.

The Shooting Sports Facilities Program has brought a very welcome infusion of funds into 
clay target clubs and, as I go around our FGA branches, I am seeing long used and run down 
facilities being replaced with new clubhouses, equipment storage sheds, disabled access, 
toilets and equipment.

Breakdowns due to old equipment and the associated delays, barely adequate clubhouses, 
and difficult access put many people off and we are now seeing the results of the government 
funding in increased participation and new faces.

In October, we will be celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Heart Morass Project with 
an Open Day demonstrating what we have achieved there. The work of the Wetlands 
Environmental Taskforce (WET) Trust is not only improving wetland conservation, but is also 
providing significant benefits to the local communities.

The continued success of FGA is dependent on the support of our members volunteering 
their time and of our staff and their dedicated service. This year we have said goodbye to Rod 
Drew, Noreen Sloan, Kirsty Smith, and Alison O’Connor. We have welcomed Ian Gould to the 
Finance role.

We have a committed and enthusiastic team of staff; one I am proud to say gives FGA a highly 
professional image to those organisations and people with which we deal.

The Board has lost a couple of long-serving members with Rick Foster and Tom Chick leaving. 
Both Rick and Tom have given extremely valuable service on the Board, for which we thank 
them.

This is my last report as Chairman as I will be stepping down from that role after the 2016 
AGM. However, I intend to remain on the Board for another term, if I am re-elected. I have 
been Chairman for 5 years now and it is time for a change, both in terms of it being good for 
FGA, and good for me in that I’ll get more time for hunting and shooting! It is a measure of the 
good relations we have in our Board that it has become the practice for the retiring Chair to 
stay on the Board to assist the new Chair into the role. 

It has been an honour to fill the role of Chairman and any success I’ve had during my 
administration has been due to the tremendous support I’ve had from my fellow Board 
members and our staff. I shall always be appreciative of their support and thank them for it.
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

The 2015–16 year continues the theme of change for FGA. Last year’s report highlighted a 
number of achievements with policy, and the need for a coordinated approach across member 
organisations and the shooting industry is timely.

The lobbying and engagement are necessary to inform and educate people, avoiding the 
push for changes to the National Firearms Agreement that have been initiated by desires 
to reclassify a lever action shotgun. The absence of facts and data are clearly evident in the 
language used around this issue: ‘emerging technology’, ‘rapid fire’, when the technology in 
question has been used in firearms manufacturing for over 100 years.  

We hosted the Redhanded team at a corporate shooting event at Willowmavin, demonstrating 
the safe and fun activities that clay target shooting offers. Redhanded have been busy 
working with us on our brand and media campaign, bringing to life our tag line as “Australia’s 
most surprising conservationists”. The first year of the program achieved extraordinary reach, 
outperforming many benchmarks. Importantly, it created a sense of pride and awareness with 
our members that we are sharing your stories within our communities and re-establishing the 
links between conservation and hunting.

Our new publishing platform launched in February 2015. This has been a major project 
partnering with MMG of Shepparton, and this year has demonstrated the importance of 
regularly connecting and informing our members about the issues we’re dealing with. Thanks 
to everyone involved in bringing the communications strategy to life, I’m delighted at the 
acceptance and constructive feedback we’ve received. We’re committed to continuously 
improving our publishing platform.

Unfortunately, duck hunting continues to bear the brunt of political interference and continued 
activism by animal rights groups. The 2016 season was modified in two states, Victoria and 
South Australia, with decisions based on data 
that is not designed for game management. 

Invoking the ECAC in 2016 has been fraught 
with issues. After being in existence for 6 years 
and having never previously met, ECAC has 
served only to confuse the source of advice 
and prevent the GMA from fulfilling its role as 
the statutory authority for the regulation and 
management of hunting in Victoria. As Chair of 
ECAC I have reviewed our role on this forum 
with our Board, and its purpose. 

FGA continues to advocate for informed 
decisions that are based on facts and data that 
provide insights. The submission made to the 
GMA in December 2015 by FGA sets out our 
platform, including the critical need for habitat 
and water, and an increased commitment to 
monitoring waterbirds. We have been active in 
getting these messages into the media and our 
communities, and will continue to do so.

FGA have made several other submissions 
since then, with a focus on habitat, water, and 
access for (and recognition of) hunting. These 
submissions require significant resources and 
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effort to plan, research and write, and use resources over and above our ongoing advocacy 
work to represent our members, hunters, and law-abiding firearm owners, and to seek policy 
based on facts, data and evidence.

We continue with our research programs with Associate Professor Graham Hall and PhD 
student Alison Cash from the University of New England. They provide great assistance 
not only with research, but also with game management and hunter engagement. We’re 
continuing to seek out additional research opportunities to build our knowledge of waterbirds 
and habitat, and also where we can assist in other research.

Hunter education has been a strength of FGA, delivering waterfowl identification training to 
aspiring duck hunters. A committed and passionate group of accredited instructors delivered 
Shotgunning Education Program workshops around Victoria, in the SA Riverland, and to 
GMA personnel. I wrote in 2015 about the importance of the program, and that it’s designed 
for both novice and experienced hunters. Feedback bears this out and every duck hunter is 
encouraged to attend.

We’ve continued our delivery of gun dog training, providing access to some of Australia’s 
leading gun dog trainers. Hunting with a well trained gun dog improves the effective recovery 
of game and improves the hunting experience. 

We continue to be in an exciting time for conservation, hunting and clay target shooting. 
However there are plenty of challenges to address, and these consume time, effort and scarce 
resources. Working together to address common issues means that we share resources to 
address common issues, creating very effective collaboration. 

I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has assisted and supported our team through 
the year. Special thanks to the FGA team for their support and contribution, often going above 
and beyond behind the scenes to make sure milestones were achieved in a challenging 
environment – thanks Daryl, Lauri, Ian, Rachel and Shelley.

The year has seen farewells and welcomes. Noreen Sloan (Finance and Operations) and 
Alison O’Connor (part-time Communications) have taken on new opportunities outside the 
Association, while Kirsty Smith (Operations) welcomed a baby to her family, a very exciting 
time. My thanks to Noreen, Alison and Kirsty for their service and contributions, and welcome 
to Ian Gould, who has taken up the finance role in the National Office

This year also sees the transition by Rod Drew to head up SIFA. Our thanks to Rod as our long 
time CEO, and more recently our Director of Policy and External Relations, for his significant 
service to FGA and the WET Trust. We wish Rod the very best in his endeavours to create 
a role for SIFA as a significant voice that influences positive outcomes for licensed firearms 
owners, whether the purpose is sport, recreation or hunting.

My thanks to our Board who have been supportive with the bold decisions necessary to see 
off the challenges we face and position our Association for the future.

Our members continue to be at the centre of all that we do. The combination of activities 
outlined in this year’s report contributes to the continued steady growth in membership. It’s 
important that we continue to grow our membership, and I urge every member to introduce a 
new member to the Association. It’s by growing our membership that we continue to achieve 
relevance, whether that’s in the political arena in each state, territory and federal jurisdiction, 
or in generating the revenue that’s essential to invest in the future of the Association. 



2015–16 FINANCIAL REPORT

I would first like to thank Tom Chick for all his hard work over the years and the 
professionalism he showed when the Association was in financial trouble, Tom’s guidance was 
instrumental in taking FGA to the financial position it enjoys today.

I present this year’s report on the financial affairs of the Association in the light of the 
unquestionably professional animal rights campaign witnessed by all over the last 12 months. 
This was the first year in many that we spent more than our income, reducing our cash 
reserves. This expenditure was planned, and deliberate, in order to defend recreational 
hunting activities.

While FGA is officially non-profit organisation, the finance committee and Board view it as 
a “profit for purpose” organisation, on behalf of all members. That purpose includes the 
promotion and public understanding of our activities to sustain and enhance the responsible 
activities of our members. Accordingly, when Animals Australia mounted a strong media, legal 
and political campaign against duck hunting, we found it necessary to defend ourselves and 
promote our conservation activities with a strong response. We are budgeting for continued 
advertising and marketing activities to defend duck hunting, but keeping a prudent eye on our 
cash reserves.

For the first time, the financial statements of the WET Trust have been consolidated with FGA. 
While the Association is a trustee for the WET Trust, it should be pointed out that none of the 
assets nor income of the WET Trust are available for the use of FGA. They are for conservation 
purposes only. However, FGA members do have opportunities to hunt on WET Trust wetlands.
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WET TRUST 5-YEAR FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Net Income $27,000 $293,000 $52,000 $176,000 $220,000 $534,000 

Land $1,695,000 $1,695,000 $1,820,000 $2,201,000 $2,344,000 $2,488,000 

Total Assets $1,846,000 $2,029,000 $2,089,000 $2,276,000 $2,498,000 $3,028,000 
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2015 includes
Willowmavin grant
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$875,896
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 THE CONTROL OF FGA NOW EXCEED $5 MILLION
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Accounting standards require the accounts to be consolidated. As a result, the consolidated 
balance sheets show the total economic resources under the control of FGA now exceed 
$5 million. 

At 30th June 2016, FGA held $875,896 in cash and term deposits ($930,674 in 2015). 

Membership fees for adults increased which resulted in an increase in revenue. Membership 
numbers are stable. Since 2011, adult membership subscriptions have increased an average of 
2.4% per annum, about the same as the Consumer Price Index (CPI) or inflation.

The National Office is operating leaner and with fewer staff: as a result, salary costs have been 
reduced. Excluding advertising and member communication costs (both increased), other 
overheads increased by less than CPI or inflation.

The change to the new magazine format incurred additional initial costs, but over the 
medium term the new publishing contract is expected to provide a net financial benefit to the 
Association. 

As a general summary, FGA continues to have strong income, overheads are being controlled 
and the Board’s focus has been, and will continue to be, on member communications and 
benefits. We will continue to promote a positive image to the greater community about 
conservation, hunting, and clay target shooting on behalf of our members.

Peter Hawker

2015–16 

OPERATING LOSS 

$290,921
Due to:

 z an adjustment (loss) to grants 
receivable for the purchase of the 
Willowmavin property and other tenure 
costs; 

 z  a significant increase in advertising 
expenditure; and 

 z  additional costs associated with the 
change mid-year to the new Field & 
Game magazine.

Land & Buildings
42%

Prepayments
1%

Inventories
1%

Cash & Receivables
33%

Plant & Equipment
7%

Loans to WET & Branches
16%

$5 MILLION
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The rate of membership growth has remained steady at approximately 2.4%. Statistics on this 
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OUR CHANGING FACE

The 2015–16 financial year saw FGA go through the exciting process of launching a fresh, new 
communications platform, accompanied by a publicity campaign to raise awareness around 
the conservation work performed by FGA members and branches, and hunters generally. 
“Australia’s Most Surprising Conservationists” have been promoted across Australia with radio, 
television, print, billboard, and web-based campaigns, creating over 2 million impressions with 
the Australian public.

Brand Ambassadors
A major component of the publicity campaign are our Brand Ambassadors. FGA members 
Deb Meester, Ben Richards, and Emma Cox are our first three Ambassadors, chosen as 
representatives of all FGA members and Ambassadors to the public through our advertising 
and awareness campaigns.

DEB MEESTER, SALE FGA

An operating theatre nurse, Deb was introduced to hunting about 20 years ago by her former 
partner and the attraction remains the same as it was back then: good company, good wild 
food and quality time spent in the great outdoors.

Deb said she relishes the opportunity to challenge the perception of hunters.

“The biggest one is that hunters are rednecks who want to go and shoot things, nearly 
everyone I know has been involved in conservation work because we want to protect what we 
have and preserve it for future generations.”

“Our story needs to be put out there, we are legal firearm owners doing the right thing.”
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BEN RICHARDS, PORT PHILLIP FGA

Ben’s involvement with FGA started when 
he was 12 years old. Early on, it was about 
supporting an association that supports 
duck hunting, but Ben had always made 
the connection between conservation and 
hunting.

The decision by FGA to form the WET Trust 
gave Ben a glimpse of a brighter future, and 
took interest in the opportunity to help turn 
degraded farmland into a wetland paradise.

“It is astounding to look at what is there 
now, I feel very satisfied to have been a part 
of its creation, and that also encourages me 
to be a part of future projects.”

“I find it very difficult to give any credit to 
the anti-hunting people who do zero to 
conserve wetlands or support the creatures 
in that habitat.”

“The work we do is driven by ducks but 
all species benefit, the whole environment 
benefits from the work we do.”

EMMA COX, SHEPPARTON FGA

Emma Cox doesn’t remember a time when 
she wasn’t a part of FGA.

Emma grew up participating in wetland 
clean-ups, pest control activities such as fox 
drives, and conservation work, which taught 
her about habitat and waterfowl.

She is still a Field & Game regular despite 
branching out with great success into 
international shooting sports, with her sights 
on the 2020 Olympics.

These days her schedule is filled with 
training and competition (and a nearly 
completed university degree in teaching) 
but her love and respect of the bush is ever-
present.

“Conservation is certainly something that 
draws me to Field & Game.”

“A lot of my conservation work isn’t 
organised: I go out into the bush on my own 
a lot and I pick up rubbish wherever I see it.”

“I’m glad I can be involved in it.”



Field & Game Australia ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16 17

WETLANDS ENVIRONMENTAL TASKFORCE

2016 marks the 10th Anniversary of the restoration work on the Heart Morass near Sale in 
Gippsland.

FGA, together with the Hugh Williamson Foundation, have created a 3000-acre wetland of 
national significance that shines a very bright light on the enormous contribution hunters 
make to conservation and education. Along with other partners Watermark Inc. and the West 
Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA), it is a wonderful effort that benefits 
the whole community. 

A special 10th Anniversary Open day will be held on October 9, hopefully with many hundreds 
attending a day for families and others. It will include bus tours of the Heart, displays of 
the 10-year story, pictures of the wildlife and insects, dog retrieving displays, and snake 
handling demonstrations. Martin Carlson, a long-time supporter and Chairman of the Hugh 
Williamson Foundation will open the day, with WET Chairman Bill Paterson chairing the official 
proceedings.

In autumn an environmental flow was arranged from the Latrobe River which together with 
recent rains means the wetland is in great shape, and full. Matt Bowler from the WGCMA 
describes the water as the freshest since the beginning of restoration with ducks breeding 
everywhere. Matt, along with Gary Howard from Sale, does an extraordinary job to maintain 
and improve the wetland. Strategic grazing of cattle is planned, and the agistment money from 
this will be used for track maintenance and weed spraying. An application has been made for 
government assistance for a new water regulator near the front gate. Interestingly, walkers 
and other local community members are becoming regular visitors. 
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Publicity for the Heart Morass in the wider community this year has included two excellent 
articles, one in the RACV’s RoyalAuto and another in the Weekly Times. I urge all members to 
take every opportunity to encourage other media outlets to do likewise.

We cannot underestimate the extremely important and growing role the Hugh Williamson 
Foundation’s Bug Blitz program plays in introducing young Australians to nature studies 
through the schools program held at the Heart Morass. Equally exciting are the plans to 
replicate the Bug Blitz program at Lake Connewarre on the outskirts of Geelong. 

The Geelong Field & Game branch is working to develop an education program with help from 
those at the Heart Morass, to be hosted at the Connewarre Wetland Centre. Already they have 
helped Deakin University in researching waterbird issues. The Hospital Swamps, also owned 
by the WET Trust, are now full and the bird life around there is extraordinary.

Thanks to the Bug Blitz Trust, led by Martin Carlson and with John Caldow on site, more than 
5000 students from 180 schools have visited the Heart Morass to begin what should be a 
lifelong interest in practical conservation. Allied to this, the Berwick Campus of Federation 
University have taken 180 student teachers there to show how to use a Bug Blitz visit for 
inclusion in their future curriculum. A recent Bug Blitz Strategic Planning Meeting in Melbourne 
provided another opportunity to develop more interest in the Heart Morass story among a 
range of scientific, education and community leaders.

The future of hunting depends on being able to demonstrate to the community that it is the 
hunters who lead the way in conservation of wetlands and the associated environment. The 
two projects at Sale and Geelong are shining examples of this and all members should feel 
proud to explain to others that this continues a long tradition by hunters. As FGA’s David 
McNabb points out, it was hunters who instituted the saving of 75,000 hectares of wetlands in 
Victoria through the creation of 200 State Game Reserves.

The Sale Common, as part of the Gippsland Lakes, has Ramsar Convention listing and work 
has begun to gain Ramsar accreditation 
for the Heart Morass. Such a listing would 
give it significant international recognition 
to a remarkable achievement while not 
jeopardising hunting.

In conclusion, Professor David Bellamy, the 
world famous environmental campaigner who 
claims to be neither a shooter nor a hunter, 
made this unequivocal statement:

“It is my firm belief that if you take hunting, 
shooting and fishing out of the vital mix of 
conservation management, the result would 
be catastrophic.” 

FGA, the Hugh Williamson Foundation and 
many other informed conservationists know 
this, have acted, and will continue to take a 
leading role in conservation management. The 
WET Trust puts this ethic into practice.

David Hawker AO
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HUNTING AND GAME MANAGEMENT

In 2015–16, Australia’s 350,000 hunters, delivered a significant contribution to the 
environment and economy through conservation hunting, targeting pest species such as 
foxes, cats, pigs, goats, rabbits and hares. As in previous years, we also saw hunters from 
different cultures and backgrounds seeking out quarry such as duck, quail, goat, rabbit and 
deer, to continue their history and traditions of hunting and harvesting great wild food. Much 
can be said for the contributions that different hunting cultures make to Australia’s diversity, 
and what better way to get to know someone than over a shared meal of fresh game?

Australia’s game bird hunters were active in Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and the 
Northern Territory for their respective seasons, as well as contributing their skill and 
waterfowling knowledge to mitigations programs in New South Wales and Western Australia.

The seasons in south-eastern Australia were challenging, particularly in Victoria. Decisions 
to close wetlands to hunters prior to opening, and then on the eve of opening caused the 
most frustration and anger. The closure of Lake Elizabeth, attributed to the presence of small 
populations of rare waterbirds on these wetlands, certainly deprived the north-west of Victoria 
of much needed tourism spending from the hunting community and caused many hunters to 
lose faith in the processes. The total disregard of the GMA by the government also irritated 
the hunting community.

FGA’s withdrawal from the ECAC in April was due to the fact that, with the GMA as the 
statutory authority for managing hunting in Victoria, the ECAC is redundant. In addition, 
the unprecedented closures and mechanisms used to enact these closures had little to do 
with ECAC advice. FGA, and subsequently the Australian Deer Association’s, resignation 
from the ECAC is intended to allow the GMA to fulfil its role without further complexities or 
complications from a redundant committee which has its advice only selectively applied or 
implemented. We have also submitted issues papers to elected members with a view to have 
the ECAC abolished in support of the GMA.

The decision to have South Australia’s game bird season opening weekend coincide with 
Victoria’s opening weekend had an impact on several aspects and benefits from hunting in 
Australia’s south-east. Licence sales, hunter effort, and the tourism expenditure from hunters 
were all lowered due to the coinciding opening weekends. Hunters from all over the country 
had the choice to attend both opening weekends taken away, and as such the benefits that 
South Australia and Victoria share by having separate opening weekends were reduced.

Despite these challenges, hunters still got out with family and friends to enjoy their hunting 
traditions and cultures and enjoy a meal of wild duck.

The season overall was hard work for the duck and quail hunter, due to seasonal conditions 
which occurs in natural cycles. The key in all of this is that the harvest of ducks for the table 
has very little impact on the overall population. 

FGA has continued with game bird monitoring, in February and November of each year, along 
with head and wing sample collection for research, and the 2016 Victorian duck season saw 
hunters assisting with research into avian influenza for the first time.

Thankyou for hunting, and thankyou for perservering in what has been a challenging, and at 
times frustrating year. As stated in our submission to the GMA in December 2015, weather 
and conditions are forecast to change over spring and summer. There has already been some 
extreme weather events across Australia with wetlands filling and unprecedented rainfall in 
areas across the south-east coast, inland, and further north. We’re looking forward to a good 
season in 2017 and a better method of management based on facts and evidence.

Rob Treble
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Pest  Animal  Hunting and Waterfowl  Count Repor ts

PEST AND VERMIN

2015–16 has seen a slight decrease in the number of pest animals removed by FGA branches 
and members. A limited number of branches submit regular pest and vermin reports to the 
National Office, resulting in a lack of data on the volunteer conservation hunting efforts made 
by our members. 

Branch

Species Taken
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Fox
Feral 
Cat

Rabbit
Feral 
Dog

Feral 
Pig

Feral 
Goat

Hare Other

Benalla 223 0 66 0 1 1 11 226 1,559 1,239 $1,327 $43,297

Grampians 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 90 $150 $1,800

Mornington 84 1 210 0 0 0 1 0 576 899 $3,200 $25,325

Rushworth 74 2 2 0 0 0 9 0 315 630 $240 $14,415

Sale 74 0 32 0 0 0 0 0 212 1,236 $1,530 $23,250

Shepparton 102 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 240 640 $10,000 $23,200

South Gippsland 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 103 288 $1,080 $6,945

Warrnambool 74 0 8 0 0 0 12 0 92 342 $915 $7,425 

Total 666 3 318 - 1 1 33 226 3117 5364 $18,442 $145,657

Total pest animal expenditure is calculated at $15 per hour spent travelling and/or hunting, plus expenses.

NOVEMBER 2015 AND FEBRUARY 2016 WATERFOWL COUNT SUMMARY

Species Gippsland North-East North-West Port Phillip South-West Total

Australian Shelduck 2,318 612 407 34,728 7,111 45,176

Broods 0 13 3 10 0 26

Pacific Black Duck 2,395 2,395 1,042 1,955 2,372 10,159

Broods 1,200 2 0 22 1 1,225

Grey Teal 21,189 10,100 11,387 12,669 6,020 61,365

Broods 30 1 0 11 0 42

Chestnut Teal 7,721 220 527 13,985 810 23,263

Broods 200 0 0 4 0 204

Australian Shoveller 189 66 167 343 174 939

Broods 100 0 0 1 0 101

Pink-eared Duck 1,156 8,778 2,671 35,092 1,034 48,731

Broods 0 0 0 10 0 10

Hardhead 3,252 1,074 318 1,560 273 6,477

Broods 0 0 0 1 0 1

Australian Wood Duck 1,665 860 914 834 1,398 5,671

Broods 0 4 41 12 0 57

Total Game 39,885 24,105 17,433 101,166 19,192 201,781

Freckled Duck 42 22 14 16 20 114

Broods 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Game & Protected 39,927 24,127 17,447 101,182 19,212 201,895
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SIMULATED FIELD

2015 Field  & Game Austral ia  National  Car nival
High Gun National Champion Jeremy Kent 
is proud to be the first South Australian to 
win the title. The Kingston SE member shot 
137 of 150 targets over the two day event at 
Pinegrove using a Perazzi MX2000S.

“I thought it was pretty tough and you 
can let your guard down. I had to be 
concentrating all the time to get where I 
did,” he said afterwards.

“The targets were well representative of 
field birds, I do a lot of game shooting 
myself and I think that probably helped a lot 
this weekend.”

“It was a good lot of targets but the 
competition is very strong at the moment.”

Jeremy said he doesn’t think too much 
about his shooting, preferring to act on 
instinct than any game plan.

“I don’t really have a strategy; I just get up 
there and back myself.”

“You attack every bird as it is and try and 
do the best you can, just get up and clean 
up every stand, look at what birds there are 
and try and clean it, go to the next stand 
and clean that and just keep building.”

Building a score also builds pressure so 
Jeremy kept to himself, staying away from 
the main meeting points at the carnival. 

”The whole weekend I didn’t even look at 
the scoreboards, I just stayed away.”

“There’s a lot of people who get in your 
head, I’ve been there and done that before 
so I just stay away in my own little group.” 

The ploy worked but after a solid start on 
the second day of competition he finally 
felt the pressure, knowing he was in the 
running for the national title.

Jeremy said his success in simulated field is 
built on a lifetime of game hunting.

“I started shooting when I was about 
11 years old with my dad; I did a lot of game 
shooting when I was younger and just 
gradually built from there.”

“It was mainly rabbit, quall and duck and it 
has probably made me a better shot, where 
a bird gets up I can just reflex shoot.”

With the national title under his belt Jeremy 
said he has no big plans.

“I’ll just relax now and wait for next year, do 
the club shoots and probably go fishing, do 
something else and take the pressure off.”

“From June onwards you’ve got four or five 
months where you are constantly shooting 
and by the end of it you just mentally need 
a rest, you can’t do it all the time.”

His laid back approach to competition won’t 
change, trusting his natural instinct on the 
range and his trusty Perazzi shotgun.

“I’ve had it for 18 months now and I’ve won 
a South Australian State Championship, 
National Federation and now this.”

“It’s done a good job and I’m going to stick 
with it.”
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2015 National  Champions

2015 FGA NATIONAL CHAMPION

High Gun: Jeremy Kent (137)

AA GRADE

1st: John Younger (135)

2nd: Frank Vella (135)

3rd: Robert Hall (134)

A GRADE

1st: Renae Birgan (128)

2nd: Chris Street (127)

3rd: Gary Dimidis (124)

B GRADE

1st: Harrison Wilkie (108)

2nd: Paul Dolante (108)

3rd: Bob Hutton (108)

C GRADE

1st: Joe Chiera (105)

2nd: Jeremy Offer (97)

3rd: Ben Saunders (93)

LADIES

1st: Renae Birgan (128)

2nd: Brittany Cole (121)

3rd: Brooke Tangey (116)

JUNIORS

1st: Bryce Paglia (123)

2nd: Matthew Baker (120)

3rd: Matthew Wilesmith (119)

SUB-JUNIORS

1st: Mark du Rose (129)

2nd: Harrison Wilkie (108)

3rd: Jeremy Offer (97)

VETERANS

1st: Eddie Magee (127)

2nd: Lionel Bradley (124)

3rd: Ed Treadwell (122)
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2015–16 Clay Target  Par t ic ipat ion

Branch Open Ladies Junior Sub-Junior Veterans Participants
Event 

Targets
Total 

Targets

Bairnsdale  206  25  15  15  17  278  425  41,650 

Ballarat  1,404  49  78  52  104  1,687  1,000  177,650 

Balranald  166  11  12  12  21  222  400  35,300 

Bar-rook  625  46  176  235  89  1,171  1,410  146,785 

Benalla  766  66  64  29  59  984  1,008  85,952 

Bendigo  750  28  49  0  83  910  625  71,225 

Canberra  304  15  2  0  17  338  800  33,800 

Capricornia  173  28  1  0  0  202  950  19,250 

Casterton  426  1  37  0  71  535  675  41,075 

Clunes  920  50  39  37  117  1,163  980  103,655 

Cobram  45  1  0  1  5  52  75  3,900 

Colac  409  29  31  18  85  572  375  42,900 

Coleraine  390  24  67  0  47  528  675  50,925 

Cranbourne  746  32  24  5  70  877  825  59,000 

Deniliquin  476  39  27  28  48  618  700  70,250 

Donald  466  54  32  11  70  633  700  45,225 

Dorset  324  22  15  0  0  361  725  33,075 

Dunolly  472  43  28  31  75  649  675  44,150 

Echuca/Moama  967  65  29  41  102  1,204  870  88,065 

Frankston  424  13  29  0  111  577  575  48,600 

Furneaux  344  23  62  14  24  467  1,075  52,700 

Goulburn  349  12  23  0  29  413  800  41,300 

Grampians  346  19  20  3  59  447  800  29,425 

Huon  150  0  1  14  24  189  685  14,035 

Keith  124  8  13  0  0  145  325  9,475 

Kilmore  830  21  26  20  17  914  775  71,025 

Kingston South-East  405  27  5  7  69  513  825  48,150 

Mallacoota  82  25  11  0  54  172  850  13,975 

Melbourne  897  35  35  16  88  1,071  650  77,700 

Metropolitan  864  20  55  3  112  1,054  800  116,550 

Minyip  387  34  32  32  57  542  550  37,825 

Moe  317  22  18  15  42  414  575  34,925 

Mornington  491  42  23  0  0  556  875  32,325 

Morwell  506  35  24  32  85  682  750  62,325 

Mt Wycheproof  448  29  30  0  44  551  1,450  67,175 

Natimuk  813  50  38  46  88  1,035  828  81,846 

Northern Territory  289  22  21  2  2  336  475  26,800 

Orbost  78  3  8  15  10  114  160  5,970 

Pinegrove  1,332  86  60  86  129  1,693  975  164,700 

Port Phillip  1,139  51  54  53  98  1,395  1,125  150,825 

Sale  935  95  81  70  107  1,288  475  67,775 

Seymour  661  23  31  40  44  799  550  76,150 

Shepparton  442  40  26  107  31  646  591  66,944 

South East  17  0  1  0  2  20  125  1,275 

South Gippsland  627  50  64  0  56  797  780  52,810 

Sunraysia  1,065  46  53  0  55  1,219  1,306  189,582 

Timboon  490  25  34  2  66  617  925  48,100 

Traralgon  341  13  8  14  54  430  750  35,100 

Wagga Wagga  441  25  25  0  0  491  925  37,850 

Warrnambool  783  27  86  0  96  992  930  87,185 

Westernport  866  62  60  2  119  1,109  1,150  124,050 

Wodonga/Albury  573  52  28  20  58  731  1,025  64,725 

Total  27,891  1,663  1,811  1,128  2,910  35,403  39,348  3,233,029 

Unlisted branches either do not have grounds or hold shoot events, or have not returned their participation forms 
to the National Office.
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2015 MEMBER SERVICE AWARDS

HEATHER TINGAY, SEYMOUR FGA

Heather Tingay is an exceptional FGA member and has already been recognised as a 
Seymour Life Member. Her devotion to the running of the Seymour branch has been 
outstanding. She attends every shoot, arriving first thing in the morning, leaving late at night, 
and this dedication is all the more incredible as she does not compete in the shooting events. 
Heather works tirelessly in the canteen and in other areas at the Seymour branch, making 
things happen behind-the-scenes where, sadly, her efforts can go unrecognised.

Heather coordinates the canteen, as well as all the budgeting, purchasing, volunteer staff 
organisation and other logistics related to the catering on shoot days; organises school 
shoots, training days and other special events, and manages perpetual trophies and special 
prizes. Heather’s unfailing presence and support have been an invaluable asset to Seymour 
Field & Game over the years.

TONY FISHER, WODONGA ALBURY FGA

Tony has been a member of Wodonga Albury Field & Game since 1984, and has served 
as Vice President and President of the club. He is instrumental in the organisation and 
implementation of major infrastructure projects, enhancing and improving the grounds for the 
Wodonga Albury branch. Over his years of membership, Tony has worked on project after 
project, from the relatively minor such as planting trees, to the larger tasks such as Wodonga 
Albury’s 5-stand complex, which Tony planned, designed and constructed.

Tony also builds a sense of community in the Wodonga Albury branch, welcoming new 
members, assisting where he can. His contribution is not just to clay target shooting, as Tony 
is an avid hunter, and a great campfire entertainer when out hunting. Tony recognises the 

importance of engaging with our members, to 
enhance and extend the clay target sports, and 
facilities that are offered within the community.

WAYNE AND ANNE FERGUSON, SALE FGA

Wayne and Anne have been members of 
Sale Field & Game for over 25 years. Over 
this time, they have made outstanding 
contributions to both Sale branch and the 
Association as a whole. Wayne and Anne own 
a civil contracting business, and have been 
exemplary in donating plant, equipment, labour 
and materials for projects, including the Heart 
Morass and at the Sale range. 

Wayne and Anne are committed to the 
conservation and clay target ideals of FGA, 
offering unreserved, generous assistance 
and support. They have been involved with 
projects which benefit not just Sale FGA, but 
the wider community as a whole, for example, 
repair and upgrading of public access tracks at 
Lake Coleman. Their contributions may equate 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars, but having 
keen volunteers like Wayne and Anne is 
priceless.




