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Misinformation, Vilification – All for following the law?

The Senate Inquiry from last year into the ability of Australian 
law enforcement authorities to eliminate gun-related violence 
in the community finally had its reports tabled in April, after 
several extensions which lasted 6 months.

Claims that the Inquiry was politicised are true, considering 
the Committee was chaired by a Greens senator – the Greens’ 
bias against firearm ownership has been made clear from the 
public hearings and subsequent media. The Inquiry’s terms of 
reference were broad, yet this somehow led to legal firearm 
owners bearing the brunt of the negative discussion on illegal 
firearms and their use by criminals.

One large piece of misinformation repeated by Senator Penny 
Wright was the claim that the majority of illegal firearms in 
Australia started out as legal firearms – a claim which is still 
on the Greens’ “Guns Off Our Streets” campaign page.

In fact, the Australian Institute of Criminology’s report 
Firearms theft in Australia 2004–05, 2007, shows that 
stolen firearms represent just 0.06% of all registered firearms 
in Australia, and then less than 5% of those firearms go on to 
be used in criminal activity, or to be found in the possession 
of someone charged with a crime. A percentage of a minute 
percentage is not “the majority”.

Blaming the activities of criminals on legal firearm owners is 
an affront. It is misguided and prejudiced to vilify Australia’s 
law-abiding firearm owners. As law-abiding citizens, licensed 
firearm owners understand the privilege they have and the 
requirements for holding that privilege.

The results from the Inquiry are not definitive and that in itself 
gives a clear message. Only two of the Senators in attendance 
at the Inquiry signed off on the “official” recommendations, 

and a dissenting report was tabled by the remaining four 
Senators attending the Inquiry. This report gave very different 
recommendations.

One of these recommendations was for a study to be 
commissioned into the social, economic and environmental 
benefits of hunting across Australia, similar to the study by 
the Victorian Department of Environment and Primary 
Industries in 2013. The study found that hunting contributed                   
$439 million to the Victorian economy, much of that in 
regional and rural areas.

However, hunting is more than just a money-spinner. Hunters 
provide a vital service in removing pest animals which either 
prey on Australian wildlife, or compete with them for food, 
territory and nesting sites. Many of these pest animals also 
prey on the livestock of primary producers, with devastating 
results. The economic impacts of vertebrate pests in Australia 
report in 2009 by the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research 
Centre found that the economic impact of pest animals 
was $745 million annually – including administration. 
The Department of Environment and Primary Industry’s 
2013 study shows that Victorian hunters voluntarily spent              
$144 million on their pest animal control efforts in 2013.

In spite of all this, Australia’s law-abiding firearm owners 
are subject to vilification, the target of derision, and their 
traditions – Australia’s traditions – are treated with contempt.

We should be thanking our law-abiding firearm owners for 
their efforts to protect wildlife and livestock, for contributing 
to regional communities with their tourism, and for their 
continuing respect for the regulations and laws in place 
across Australia.





The opening of the Victorian Duck Season has come 
and gone, and while it was a relatively low-key affair for 
hunters, Laurie Levy and his band of protesters made 
their presence felt, with considerable time and effort 
yet again being spent by government resources, thanks 
to the protesters’ antics.

It’s pleasing to note; however, that the Victorian opening 
is the third waterfowl hunting season in Australia for 
2015, disproving yet another lie that the protesters put 
out. Later this year there will also be hunting seasons 
in the Northern Territory and on the rice in New South 
Wales.

Myself and a number of other FGA representatives 
were up at Lake Murphy, outside Kerang, for opening 
weekend, as too were Laurie and the protesters.

Protesters had been recruited from universities in 
Melbourne and Sydney and had their travel and 
accommodation paid for. One was heard to say, “I’m not 
even sure where I am, but I’m having a free weekend 
away.”

On opening morning, Laurie toddled a short distance 
into the swamp – once there was enough daylight for 
the television cameras to get a good shot of him, that is – 
and grabbed a passing kayak. It was a Game Management 
Authority kayak, with a Game Officer on board. The 
Officer was en route to warn some protesters against 
going further into the swamp for their own safety. A 
tussle for the kayak then took place with the officer 
almost going overboard. Laurie was promptly arrested – 
for the umpteenth time – and escorted out of the water.

Laurie received a Banning Notice and will receive a 
summons for entering a specified hunting area during 
prohibited times at Lake Murphy. Nine other protesters 
at the same location were processed for the same 
offence and will receive Banning Notices.

Of much more concern was a long-time protester 
at Geelong who claimed to have been ‘lost’ in Reedy 
Lake on Saturday night. This prompted the deployment 
of approximately 25 government personnel over                    
13 hours to search for the missing protester, including 
the Police Air Wing helicopter, and hunters who gave 
up their hunting to assist authorities with the search. 
Hunting on Sunday was severely disrupted and then, lo-
and-behold, she walks down the road to Police claiming 
to have just emerged from the lake, despite her obvious 
good health after spending a supposed day and night in 
the freezing conditions. What a costly timewaster, and I 
trust the Police will not be imposed on like this again.

I find it incredibly disappointing that the anti-hunting 
protesters were once again wilfully disregarding 
the wetland safety regulations, and tying up public 
resources such as law enforcement, while they protest 
and oppose a legal, legitimate, traditional activity.

The state’s hunting community continues to hunt 
respectfully and comply with the strict regulations 
that are placed on their activities, but the anti-hunting 
extremists are continually and deliberately flouting the 
law and creating dangerous situations.

We respect the views of others, but it’s a shame to see 
the drain placed on taxpayer-funded resources by these 
few extremists when hunting has been an important 
part of Australian culture for centuries, and continues to 
give back to the community.

Bill Paterson
Chairman - Field and Game Australia  

A letter from the FGA Chairman
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Australia’s Firearms Registries — Dinosaurs which 
need to be put to rest

The Sydney siege, which involved the use of an illegal sawn-
off shotgun, once again has put the spotlight on Australia’s 
complex firearms registration system.

The fact that the gunman used an illegal firearm should be 
a reminder of the futility of applying a blowtorch to legal 
firearm owners in an attempt to reduce gun-related violence 
in our community.

Submissions to a recent Senate Inquiry have highlighted not 
only the pointlessness of targeting licensed shooters, but the 
worthlessness of the data collected by firearms registries and 
law enforcement agencies.

Senate Committee members have not disputed the fact 
that no verifiable, comprehensive, accurate and transparent 
information concerning firearms ownership exists in 
Australia. Such a situation should lead to questioning the point 
in wasting taxpayers’ money collecting inaccurate, unreliable 
and, therefore, useless data.

The current requirement that firearms must be registered to 
the owner, by serial number, with the relevant state’s Firearms 
Registry is both expensive and unproductive.

Yet the recommendations of a joint Federal/NSW Government 
inquiry into the Martin Place siege call for a simplification of 
firearms registration regimes at the margins and supports the 
bureaucrat-driven campaign for a national firearms register, 
which would be an expensive add-on to recycle useless 
information.

Canada has adopted a different approach to dealing with the 
facts.

Examination of the available data shows there is no link 
between Canadian gun laws to the continuing decline in 
Canadian homicide rates.

Less than 3% of long-arms involved in homicide were 
registered to the accused. The long-arm registry did not have 
a measurable effect on Canada’s spousal homicide rate.

Registered firearms were involved in only 4.7% of firearm 
homicides and 1% of all homicides.

The firearms registry did not cast any light on the existence of 
unregistered guns – a critical issue since only half of Canada’s 
gun stock has been registered.

Meanwhile, maintaining this white elephant exploded 
from an estimated operating costs of CAD$2 million to             
CAD$629 million in 2002.

Consequently, in 2012 Canada scrapped its long-arm registry. 
It had been operating for 11 years.

Available data suggests Canadian homicide rates are likely to 

continue declining after the demise of this long-arm registry.

Meanwhile, the United Kingdom’s Crimestoppers hotline 
“to encourage members of the shooting community and 
the general public to report any concerns about legally held 
firearms” has been wound up after it emerged that the theft 
of guns was not a widespread concern in England and Wales. 
Figures showed that, on average, over the past five years just 
0.25% of all legal firearms were stolen each year.

However, there are several issues which emerged late last 
year.

Concerns that members of the UK shooting community may 
be “vulnerable to criminal or terrorist groups” prompted 
police to start a campaign of unannounced home visits to 
legitimate gun owners.

These unannounced visits started just two days after the 
campaign was announced.

These measures disregard the government’s own figures, 
showing theft of legal firearms is not an issue.

From an inventory of more than 1,800,000 legally-owned 
firearms in England and Wales, on average 475 legal firearms 
are stolen each year. The figures are not broken down to 
indicate where a firearm was stolen from – a home, military 
or commercial environment – or stolen in transit.

This issue threatened to continue what is becoming a 
common theme of placing further imposts on legal firearm 
owners, who must already operate within a heavily-regulated 
licensing regime.

Thankfully, after a public outcry and lobbying by the shooting 
community, common sense prevailed.

The question is when Australian authorities are going to 
follow the leads of Canada and the United Kingdom, rather 
than burying their heads in the sand, pretending they         
haven’t got it wrong.

L to R: John Cobb MP, Senator Nigel Scullion, Senator Michael Ronaldson and Senator Bridget McKenzie.

“
”

     Registered firearms were 
involved in only 4.7% of 
firearm homicides and 1% of 
all homicides.
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When the Royal National Park, south of Sydney, became 
the world’s second National Park in 1879 it was intended 
(according to the act of the New South Wales Parliament 
which created it) to be a place ‘for public health and 
recreation, convenience and enjoyment’. In the intervening 
136 years the focus on people has all but disappeared, as 
National Parks have become captive to an ideology which 
views human activity as being somehow incompatible with 
the natural world.

The hijacking of conservation as a political issue through the 
1960s, 70s and 80s brought with it a marked increase in the 
size and number of National Parks in Australia. There are now 
more than 500 National Parks in Australia, covering an area of 
over 280,000 km2.

Conservation scientist from the University of Queensland, 
Professor Hugh Possingham argues that the burgeoning 
National Parks ‘movement’ has got it wrong by disconnecting 
people from parks. Writing in the journal Nature, Professor 
Possingham argued that there are too many parks of little 
value in Australia and that they should be sold off and the 
money used to purchase, and manage, land of real ecological 
value. Professor Possingham also says that no-one has done 
research to prove that National Parks are the best way of 
protecting an area. The iconic Wonnangatta Valley was a 
far healthier picture in the 1980s when weeds were dealt 
with by cattle graziers, than it is today being managed by an 
understaffed and under-resourced Parks department.

‘There’s a whole bunch of people who love national parks, 
and who have confused the outcome with the action. They 
think the aim is now to create more national parks, not to 
protect biodiversity’.

Professor Possingham is not alone in his concern about the 
proliferation of National Parks. Writing in the Quarterly Essay 
in 2012, high profile environmentalist Professor Tim Flannery 
argued that the simple declaration of a National Park does 
nothing to protect vulnerable wildlife, stating ‘the problem 
lies not with the parks’ staff, who are often dedicated and 
skilled at their work. Nor does it lie solely with budgets’. 
Instead Professor Flannery says that the biggest problem 
stems from the idea that simply changing the name of a piece 
of land somehow protects the biodiversity within it.

In Victoria a coalition of conservation groups is lobbying 
for the creation of a ‘Great Forest’ National Park, ostensibly 
to protect the Leadbeaters Possum. This park would lock up 
an additional 355,000 hectares of public land in the central 
highlands. In New South Wales a similar group is pushing 
to create the ‘Koala National Park’ in the coastal north-east 
of the state, taking with it 170,000 hectares of State Forest. 
None of the protagonists for these new parks have articulated 
how simply changing the name and locking out hunters, four 
wheel drivers, fishermen, campers and foresters will protect 
vulnerable species and neither of the proposals come with 
realistic funding proposals attached.

Game hunting is a safe, ethical and sustainable use of public 
land. It is environmentally sustainable and provides ecological, 
social and environmental benefits to the community. Access 
to public land ‘for public health and recreation, convenience 
and enjoyment’ should be the default position unless a good 
reason to deny access can be stated. The National Parks 
‘movement’ with their tendency to confuse the outcome 
with the action sadly cannot see this. 

National Parks - Confusing the outcome 
with the action
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This piece, originally published in February this year to address 
the criticism of Glenn McGrath’s hunting activities, was generously 
shared with us by Australian paramedic and hunter, Christie Pisani. 
The recent social media backlash headed by UK comedian Ricky 
Gervais against hunter Rebecca Francis has refreshed the issue, and 
it is clear that the contributions made by safari hunters need to be 
repeated.

Following the revelation that cricketer Glenn McGrath posed with an 
elephant he had harvested during an African hunting safari, hunters 
all over felt the pressure to justify their existence and to engage in an 
ethical debate about recreational hunting.

This is a difficult task when the media presents an often single-sided 
view that is loaded with sentiment and devoid of fact.

The fact is that this hunt was conducted under the strict rules required 
for a Safari operator to maintain their outfitter licence.

The ethical standpoint taken by belligerent and intolerant critics is also 
misguided: emotion should not be allowed to get in the way of the facts.

Africa is a developing continent with a largely rural population that 
must derive its income from natural resources.

Governments have recognised that wildlife is a resource that can be 
managed sustainably through hunting. Elephant hunting, in particular, is 
one of the most misunderstood activities in the world.

The anti-hunting extremists want us to believe that elephants are 
endangered. The facts tell a different tale.

With human expansion into once uninhabited and untouched land, herd 
management has become a critical aspect in ensuring the survival of 
ecosystems and entire species.

Zimbabwe has 70,000 elephants, which is double the amount that its 
environment can support.

Leaving whole herds to populate and dominate in ever-shrinking 
environments is not the answer to ensuring their survival and leads 
to overstocking, overgrazing, dominance over other species, and a 
disruption in the natural predator–prey balance.

Hunting is one of the most important tools in conservation and hunters 
are not just sportspeople, but also stewards of nature.

In 1973, Tanzania banned hunting altogether. The effects were 
devastating. Illegal poaching reduced elephant numbers by half, forcing 
a reopening of hunting in 1978.

Kenya did not resume hunting activity and their elephant numbers have 
suffered significantly.

Illegal poachers ruthlessly take any number of elephants, by cruel 
means. They do not abide by quotas, animal selection, or rules of ethical 
hunting and fair chase.

According to the African Conservation Foundation, during hunting bans 
70 per cent of wildlife outside national parks were poached out and 
elephant numbers dropped from 130,000 to 17,000.

International hunting brings in a huge amount of revenue for struggling 
African countries. According to the South Africa Professional Hunters 
Association, the game ranching industry provided $15 million a year to 
Zimbabwe. 

The 2007 hunting season in South Africa delivered $91 million from 
foreign hunters and 16,000 jobs.

Safari operators have a responsibility to oversee their areas to prevent 
poaching. This makes the outfitters responsible for patrolling the 
environment, rather than the African Governments that can ill-afford to.

Furthermore, the outfitters provide employment for would-be poachers, 
offering a better income than could be made from illegal poaching.

The trophy fee from one elephant provides more money than an 
African worker can make in a lifetime. This money is invested into the 
community. The meat from an elephant is an appreciated gift for the 
villagers and nothing is wasted.

In Australia, hunting takes on an even more critical role. We provide a 
unique service to the natural and agricultural environment.

Animals do countless damage to crops, fences, waterways and vegetation.

Anyone who eats meat, fruit, vegetable or wheat products, or wears 
cotton, should accept that hunting is a necessary activity in helping 
sustain agricultural practices. 

Agriculture supports every living person, whether you are vegetarian, 
vegan or a passionate carnivore!

Furthermore, many introduced species poach habitat, food and water 
from less hardy animals, causing them to undergo a slow, agonising 
death from starvation, thirst and exposure.

Letting camel, pig, deer, goat, rabbit, or kangaroo populations flourish 
by simply letting them ‘co-exist’, means that they too become 
overpopulated and often will become victims of a cruel and prolonged 
death themselves.

Then there is the matter of foxes, wild dogs, and feral cats, and the havoc 
they create.

A report commissioned by the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research 
Centre in 2009 revealed that the negative, direct annual economic 
impact of foxes, rabbits, wild dogs and feral pigs on agriculture, including 
horticulture, is more than $745 million annually (including $123 million 
spent on management, administration and research).

Hunters are not cruel villains. Our trophy photos are the result of a 
long process in which we are able to silently approach the animal to 
humanely cull it, with very little distress to it.

Simultaneously, we provide a worthwhile service by assisting with 
the land management efforts of Aussie farmers and support struggling 
overseas nations, while participating in an activity that allows us to fully 
immerse ourselves in the outdoors, just as nature intended.

Don’t let Facts Destroy a 
Story
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Field and Game Australia (FGA) are still trying to learn 
why some of north-western Victoria’s 2014-15 wetland 
environmental watering plans were not followed.

Hird Swamp, Big Lake Boort and Yando Swamp are three such 
effected wetlands.

FGA are part of the Environmental Watering Advisory Group, 
which advises the North Central Catchment Management 
Authority (NCCMA). The NCCMA then gives recommendations 
to the Victorian Environmental Water Holder for watering 
regimes, level maintenance and best practice for wetland 
health across the state.

After much consideration and consultation with other 
advisory groups and stakeholders, the Victorian Environmental 
Water Holder issues approved watering plans for catchment 
management authorities to implement across the state.

It has recently been revealed that the Hird Swamp plan, 
which specified that water levels were to be maintained over 
summer, was ignored and this wetland was allowed to dry out 
entirely. In addition, some wetlands that were scheduled to 
receive water in fact received none.

Failure to preserve water levels can have negative effects on 
wetland habitats. First and foremost, it removes the preferred 
habitat for many native waterfowl. On such a dry continent 
as Australia, conserving wetland habitats is paramount for the 
protection and conservation of wetland birds, particularly 
during summer and extended dry periods.

Over the centuries, Australia’s waterfowl have adapted 
to the dry conditions and have become highly nomadic. 
When a wetland dries out, the waterfowl living there have 
no choice but to migrate to another region with better 
habitat conditions. In addition, a dry wetland becomes more 
accessible to vermin and pest animals, which impacts on the 
native wildlife that may still be present. It also can increase 
the risk of fire. With a recent Deakin University study revealing 
that the humble swamp may be up to 50 times more effective 
at carbon capture than rainforest, wetland health is a point of 
concern to all.

Other benefits of maintaining our wetlands with 
environmental watering plans include the ability to provide 
prime habitat for our waterfowl in times of below-average 
rainfall, and the ability to regulate wet and dry cycles.

In addition to the ecological benefits, environmental watering 
is also used to maintain waterways to ensure that they remain 
functional and usable for the public. The wide range of 
watersport activities rely on environmental watering, as well 
as pastimes such as fishing, hunting and birdwatching.

Since this issue has come to light, the Andrews Labor 
Government has performed an effective reset of several 
catchment management authorities, with up to 45 board 
member positions being advertised in March.  No explanation 
for the neglect of the prescribed watering plan for Hird 
Swamp has been given, and the refresh of board positions 
may unintentionally hinder further investigation.

If one good thing has emerged from the dried-up beds at Hird 
Swamp, it would be the attention drawn to the importance 
of environmental watering. Wetlands are far too precious to 
have them disappear out of neglect.

Environmental Watering Plans Hung out to Dry

“

”

   On such a dry continent as 
Australia, conserving wetland 
habitats is paramount for the 
protection and conservation 
of wetland birds, particularly 
during summer and extended 
dry periods.
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Hunters worldwide develop great interest in their quarry. 
Australian waterfowl hunters are no different, keenly 
developing an understanding of birds and favoured wetland 
habitats, and passionately sharing their knowledge of our 
waterfowl. But what do we really know about Australia’s 
incredible waterfowl?

We know our waterfowl are well-adapted to the Australian 
environment and are capable of enduring widely-variable 
climatic conditions with significant variations in wet/dry 
cycles.

There are numerous questions to be answered if we are 
to build true scientific knowledge, around the birds’ range 
of travel, growth rates, hybridisation, their role as possible 
disease vectors, and impact on Australia’s food security.

2015 is the seventh year of a waterfowl research project by 
Field and Game Australia Inc. (FGA), under the supervision of 
leading wildlife biologist Associate Professor Graham Hall, of 
the University of New England.

Hunters are a valuable resource and make a significant 
contribution to scientific knowledge of Australian waterfowl. 
The research is conducted through a partnership between 
hunters and Professor Hall, collecting detailed information 
about species, sex and age of the birds being harvested 
during the annual hunting season, which contributes to a 
better understanding of Australian waterfowl biology.

Learning from wildlife experts like Professor Hall, we know 
that partnering with hunters in research programs typically 
starts off with distrust and suspicion. Over time, that has been 
replaced with curiosity and enquiry, and now enjoys active 
participation.

FGA’s research is designed to maximise scientific outcomes 
while encouraging participation by hunters. Professor Hall 

designed the sampling regime around the parts of waterfowl 
with little food value for hunters: heads and wings. The 
sample size has now reached over 3,600 and a database has 
been established, identifying trends for further research.

These trends include the hybridisation of our native Pacific 
Black Duck with the Mallard, introduced from the Northern 
Hemisphere. Another question for game management is 
to understand the range of travel, as agencies in Australia 
continue to rely on incomplete data on the range and 
distribution of waterfowl to plan hunting seasons.

At the opening of the 2015 Victorian waterfowl hunting 
season, FGA set up a mobile research facility in north-western 
Victoria. Hunters provided a fantastic volume of samples 
for our research program, allowing FGA to obtain a wider 
range of information about Australian ducks, building on the 
previous six years’ data.

This year we have been able to assist Westmead Hospital with 
their Ross River Fever research, as ducks may be carriers of 
the virus.

Another opportunity for hunters to contribute is with Deakin 
University’s Avian Influenza research. Ducks can play a pivotal 
role in the spread of this disease, and it can pose a serious risk 
to food production for egg and poultry producers.

Other exciting research into Australian waterfowl is in NSW 
through the Department of Primary Industries, initiating 
projects to assess waterfowl numbers and distribution.

At face value, hunters and research appear to be strange 
companions. However, history shows that hunters worldwide 
are keen conservationists and make valuable contributions to 
research.

Hunters and Australian Waterfowl Research

Associate Professor Graham Hall weighs a freshly-harvested bird 
on the morning of Victoria’s duck season opening.

A Grey Teal fitted with a transmitter as part of the NSW DPI waterfowl 
tracking research.
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Wild deer numbers in Victoria have increased significantly 
in recent years. Nobody knows precisely how many wild 
deer there are in the state, but it is undeniable that deer are 
being seen in places they have never been seen before and in 
increased numbers in their traditional locations. 

There are a variety of reasons for this increase. One is illegal 
releases (either intentional or through poor fencing) from 
deer farms and, to a lesser degree, by some opportunistic 
‘would-be’ hunters. 

Another is the predictable dispersal of deer throughout 
Victoria over time, particularly in the east and north-east 
of the state, where the series of catastrophic bushfires 
(beginning with the Caledonia fire in 1997) has generated 
thick regrowth, which provides an abundance of food and 
suitable habitat for deer and other animals. 

A knee-jerk, and superficially attractive, response to this 
development has been calls to declare wild deer as pests. 
The Greens, who have been in the vanguard of this demand, 
are attracted to it because it fits in with their ideological 
opposition to hunting and shooting.

The Australian Deer Association believes that there are more 
balanced responses to issues associated with the increase in 
the wild deer population and that caving in to the Greens 
agenda would create serious consequences.

In a move which was hailed by the Victorian Farmers 
Federation as a “welcome, common sense approach” and by 
the Australian Deer Association as “sensible, workable and 
timely”; the former Agriculture Minister, Peter Walsh, moved 
in 2013 to declare deer as “unprotected” on private land in 
Victoria.

This order effectively allows landowners to manage deer 
on their land as they see fit. This works because it removes 
needless legal impediments to effective measures which 
could otherwise be managed safely and humanely within the 
confines of a private property. 

It cannot be assumed that such a free-for-all approach applied 
to public land would prove workable or viable.

There is a fallacy, often repeated by the Greens, that the 
“Game” status of deer in Victoria is somehow responsible 
for their current upsurge in this state. The truth is that game 
regulations allow deer (other than hog deer) to be legally 
hunted 365 days a year with no bag limit.

The Greens’ stance is not only confused, it is also hypocritical. 
The same ideological agenda which drives their calls for the 
extermination of deer also drives them to fight tooth and nail 
to lock hunters out of the large tracts of public land where 

deer numbers are proving to be the most problematic.

There are 30,000 licensed deer hunters in Victoria.   
Collectively they harvest more than 50,000 wild deer per 
year and, in the process contribute clean, safe and delicious 
free-range meat for their families and nearly $280 million 
annually to the Victorian economy. 

Hunters also play a critical role in deer control and habitat 
restoration projects.

In the Yarra and Dandenong Ranges, volunteer deer hunters 
are working hand-in-glove with Parks Victoria to remove 
hundreds of deer from a number of small reserves in semi-
urban areas.

Perversely, for a party which all too often claims the proverbial 
high ground on animal welfare issues, the Greens favour the 
expensive and often inhumane use of poison to control 
problem deer over shooting by skilled volunteers. 

Australia is the second largest (behind New Zealand) user of 
1080 poison in the world. In contrast to shooting (which is, 
by law, targeted to ensure a controlled, swift and humane loss 
of consciousness and death), the use of poisons such as 1080 
and cyanide on large vertebrates often result in slow, agonising 
deaths and in the “incidental” killing of other animals. 

In most other civilised countries, the use of poisons such 
as 1080 are banned and environmentalists and hunters 
work together to achieve positive, sustainable and humane 
management outcomes. 

In August last year Parks Victoria hosted a deer control 
workshop which was attended by a wide range of stakeholders 
including biologists, ecologists, land managers, hunters and 
anti-exotic campaigners. 

At the conclusion of the workshop all of those present, despite 
their diverse backgrounds and ideological predispositions, 
agreed on the urgent need for urgent research to improve 
our collective understanding of deer population dynamics, 
behaviour, habitat use, impacts and the efficacy of control.

Wild deer in Victoria need well thought out, practical 
management, not cheap political grandstanding. Victoria’s 
hunters do not claim to hold all the answers to the challenges 
posed by the increase in the deer population. However, we 
do offer a practical, affordable and humane alternative to 
the rhetoric of the Greens which appears to be driven more 
by their ideological assumptions and their need to pander 
to their inner suburban supporters than out of any sincere 
desire to play a productive role in the conversation about 
wild deer management in Victoria.

Deer pest calls - an exercise in ideology

Hunters are involved in actively managing wild deer such as these 
fallow deer at Yellingbo in Victoria.
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• New opportunities to shoot

• A code of ethics and high standards  
  of conduct

www.fga.net.au
 www.facebook.com/fieldandgame

65 Anzac Avenue (PO Box 464), Seymour VIC 3660
P: 03 5799 0960   F: 03 5799 0961   E: fga@fga.net.au
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• Extensive branch network established in every State and Territory
• Promoting hunter education and sustainable and safe hunting
• Active in wild deer management and habitat conservation
• Advocating for fair and equitable access to public land for 

recreational hunting

“Conservation is a state of harmony between men and land”
                                                                                    Aldo Leopold

www.austdeer.com.au 

The Deer People


