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A letter from the Chairman
Recreational hunting and shooting are probably 
the most regulated recreational sports in 
Australia. Virtually every aspect of these activities 
- from the type of equipment which may be used 
through to accessing public land to hunt and 
shoot - is the subject of government regulation.

For Field and Game Australia (FGA), which 
represents all hunters and clay target shooters, the 
size of the task posed by the level of regulation 
poses an enormous challenge.

This challenge is heightened by the limited 
resources available to FGA to discharge its 
responsibilities, particularly when compared with 
the resources of animal liberation organizations 
such as the RSPCA, Animals Australia, Animal 
Liberation Victoria, Voiceless and Humane Society 
International, and environment groups such as 
the Australian Conservation Foundation.

Consequently FGA has focused on addressing 
day to day issues and engaging with those people 
who are involved in these issues.

However FGA has decided that, regardless of its 
meager resources, it needs to inform a broader 
audience about the challenges facing recreational 
hunters and shooters, the impact of excessive 
regulation on them, and the  scope of activities 
they undertake.

These range from FGA’s wetland habitat 
restoration project at the Heart Morass, near 
Sale, which we believe is the largest project of 
its kind in Australia and has been undertaken 
without any government support (see page 8), 
through to game management and pest control 
programs which provide the government with a 
cost-effective way of dealing with these issues.

The result is our decision to publish a bi-annual 
publication titled Hunting and Conservation, 
which serves to inform those who have roles that 
influence either the environment in which we 
participate in our chosen pursuit, or who make 
decisions which impact on our ability to do so.

This is the first issue and I hope you find it 
interesting and informative.

Bill Paterson
Chairman - Field and Game Australia  
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British Conservative MP Glyn Davies told a packed 
House of Commons earlier this year that he ‘wanted his 
RSPCA back’. 

 “In my mind the RSPCA was always an animal welfare 
body, that’s how I always saw it. But I must admit I’m 
finding it more to be an animal rights body,” he said.
Mr. Davies was speaking during a debate on the 
controversial decision by the RSPCA to spend £326,000 
taking the Prime Minister’s local hunt to court. 

Many Conservative MPs shared the view that this 
decision demonstrated that the RSPCA in the United 
Kingdom is being driven by animal rights activism 
rather than animal welfare concerns. 

Another Conservative MP, Simon Hart said that the 
RSPCA’s prosecuting role needs to be monitored given 
“its political and commercial activities”. 

Mr. Hart said there is a “gulf between the very good 
activity of inspectors on the ground whose principal 
concern is animal welfare and the leadership whose 
principal concern seems to be animal rights”.

The Telegraph reported a former Solicitor 
General Sir Edward Garnier as saying that if the 
RSPCA continue to prosecute at such huge expense and 
in such a disproportionate way, they will be open to 
public criticism. 

He said there is a danger of the RSPCA “using the weapon 
of the state prosecution for political campaigns,” and 
believes that while it should continue investigating 
animal welfare issues, it should, like the police, hand the 
evidence over to the “dispassionate” Crown Prosecution 
Service.

Many Labour MPs and a former Green leader Caroline 
Lucas defended the RSPCA, who remained unrepentant.

‘I want my RSPCA back’

 In my mind the RSPCA was 
always an animal welfare body, 
that’s how I always saw it

      There is a danger of the 
RSPCA’s using the weapon 
of the state prosecution for 
political campaigns

“

“

”

”



         It is necessary only to look 
back over the last 12 months 
to see how radical the RSPCA 
has become

“
”
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 “We are as committed to our mission to promoting 
compassion to all creatures and prevent cruelty as 
ever”, a spokesman for the RSPCA said.

Some Conservative MPs called for more oversight of the 
RSPCA’s prosecution arm. However, the Government 
has no control over the RSPCA because the hunting 
lawsuits are brought privately. 

HERE IN AUSTRALIA
The same situation does not exist in Australia. 

The Australian RSPCA is a private body, and increasingly 
it is another animal rights lobby group which also 
provides animal welfare services and runs commercial 
businesses, such as allowing the use of its name to endorse 
free-range products - on occasions controversially - for 
a substantial fee.

Yet, unlike the United Kingdom and most, if not all other 
parts of the world, it has the power to enter private 
property and make arrests. The action of the RSPCA 
in the United Kingdom demonstrates why there is an 
even greater need to review its privileged position in 
Australia.

The RSPCA is probably the only private organization 
with these powers - which were given to it back in the 
days when it was solely an animal welfare organization.

Two examples highlight the possibility of the abuse of 
these powers.

First is the celebrated case of Andrew Duff, a barrier stall 
worker who, in 2010, removed a horse injured in the 
first lap of a race to prevent the risk of further accidents 
when the remaining horses raced around the track for 
the second lap.

The RSPCA charged Mr. Duff with animal cruelty. If 
found guilty, Mr. Duff faced the possibility of up to 12 
months jail or a $14,000 fine and banishment from 
working with animals for 10 years. 

It did not charge Racing Victoria or the Warrnambool 
Racing Club.

The opinion of Professor Paul McGreevy, a veterinary 
ethologist at the University of Sydney upon which the 
RSPCA relied, was dismissed by three leading equine 
veterinarians.

According to The Age’s Patrick Bartley, who won a 
media award for a story about this affair, “they blasted 
the RSPCA’s prosecution brief as curious, obsessive, 
lacking serious firsthand experience of handling injured 
or distressed horses, and a philosophical or political 
intrusion.”

Two years later the RSPCA dropped the case.  

It does not apologise for the pain and suffering it 
inflicted on Mr. Duff. Nor did it apologise for his face 

being plastered over hundreds of anti-jumps posters 
that lined the entry gates to major Spring Carnival race 
meetings. Nor did it offer to pay his legal expenses.

Then there was RSPCA’s raid on the Waterways Wildlife 
Park in Gunnedah in February 2010 and the removal of 
several koalas. 

The raid, which led to an inquiry by the NSW Legislative 
Council, was accompanied by a Channel 7 television 
crew. While Channel 7 knew about the raid, the local 
vet did not and the raid took place when the owner 
was absent.

The RSPCA did not show anyone the koalas they 
removed for weeks and the raid led for a call for the 
NSW Government to remove these powers from the 
RSPCA.

It is necessary only to look back over the last 12 months 
to see how radical the RSPCA has become and why the 
concerns of British MPs are just as valid in Australia. 

In February The Weekend Australian revealed that the 
RSPCA wanted to shutdown cattle sale yards - a move 
which either would bankrupt graziers or leave them in 
the clutches of major meat processors.

The RSPCA does not support the selling of cattle 
‘consigned through sale yards’, and according to farm 
animal’s scientific officer Melina Tensen, the RSPCA 
guidelines reflected the standards the RSPCA wanted to 
see in place in the next three to five years.

Within a week the publicity which resulted from the 
story brought a back down. It seems that the three to 
five year timeframe is not official policy and, yes, there 
is a conflict between the guidelines and the RSPCA’s 
official line that it does not want sale yards banned.

This revelation followed the investigation into the 
treatment of animals in Indonesian abattoirs, and the 
publicity following the 4 Corners story on this issue 
which had the desired result - Canberra suspended the 
live animal trade with Indonesia. 

The cattle industry in the Northern Territory has not 
recovered from the suspension, which has been lifted, 
but which is a significant factor in the collapse of cattle 
property prices – something that is driving graziers to 
the wall. 

The fact RSPCA played a prominent role in this 
clandestine campaign designed to force a ban on cattle 
exports to Indonesia should not have been a surprise.

In August 2010 Weekly Times reporter Matilda Abey said 



that the RSPCA wants the $1 billion a year live-export 
trade banned, while the timetable to phase out sheep 
is five years — the same timetable to shut down sale 
yards. A month before, another Weekly Times reporter 
Kate Dowler signaled that the RSPCA had the live cattle 
trade to Indonesia in its sights.

However the response of primary producer 
organizations was ho hum.

Australian Livestock Exporters Council chief executive 
Lach MacKinnon said that he “didn’t think it is feasible 
to think that (the RSPCA) could shut down the live 
export industry.”

Live exports are not the RSPCA’s only target.

There is its campaign to shut down jumps racing - which 
might well have succeeded had there not been a change 
of government in Victoria in 2010 and Denis Napthine 
been appointed the Minister for Racing.

There’s also the campaign to ban the use of whips, 
which failed to achieve the desired result despite the 
naïve response of some racing authorities.

What is not well known is an RSPCA policy which 
would have a severe impact on the thoroughbred 
racing industry. In 2011 the RSPCA used 

its membership of a government advisory committee to 
argue that the use of foster mares by the thoroughbred 
racing industry in circumstances other than to raise an 
orphaned or rejected foal must be discontinued.

It would be interesting to know how many of those who 
make bequests to the RSPCA, which constitute a critical 
part of its income, know about its transformation from 
an animal welfare organization to an animal rights lobby 
and whether they would have the same level of trust in 
the RSPCA if they knew.

For example, did those making bequests intend that 
their money be spent on a full-page advertisement in 
a Saturday issue of The Age describing the duck season 
as ‘a twelve week massacre of our native water birds’?

Would they support policies which could shut down 
the thoroughbred breeding industry?

Do they support shutting down Australia’s live animal 
export and the havoc that would wreck on those 
involved?

The RSPCA has moved a long way from its noble 
beginnings. For many of us, it has moved too 
far.

“
”

 The RSPCA has moved a long 
way from its noble beginnings. For 
many of us, it has moved too far



“ ”
     The view you see depends 
on where you view from

Field and Game Australia volunteers pride themselves on their conservation work, including installing nest boxes in wetlands all around the state to house 
breeding waterfowl.

Paddy’s Letter to the Editor received wide-spread acclaim 
from both sides of the fence



  Thanks to FGA, I and 
countless others have a new 
understanding of nature.“

”
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Hunters as Conservationists
FGA member Paddy Maguire is a long-time passionate 
and active conservationist, and spends considerable 
time advocating the role hunters play in conservation 
to other non-hunting conservation groups.

Paddy’s excellent letter on this subject has been 
published in the Foundation for Australia’s Most 
Endangered Species (FAME) newsletter.

Also note the editor’s comments below Paddy’s article.

WHY I SHOOT DUCKS 
 One man’s experience of conservation in Australia

When I grew up in the 1930’s and 40’s animals were 
not respected as they are today. Horses were often 
overloaded; dogs beaten. Many farmers were rough 
on stock and violence was not uncommon in families. 
Unusual animals or birds were shot first and studied 
after.

Maybe it was because people had experienced the 
Depression, followed by the terrors of World War II. You 
were tough, or you didn’t survive.

From about 1951 I began to tidy up the bush, learning 
about the animals and the environment. In 1954 while 
living in Alice Springs I gave some help to Olive Pink 
and her followers. She was an oddball schoolteacher 
who studied the arid country and its vegetation and 
worked to undo the damage which had been done 
(through ignorance) to Australia’s unique environment.

In 1958 The Victorian Field and Game Association 
was formed by people concerned about what they 
were seeing: swamps drained, trees cleared, wildlife 
disappearing. The soil was blowing away in dry years, 
and erosion eating into prime land. Our slow-moving 
rivers were becoming more like polluted drains, with 
water often undrinkable. The founders of Field and 
Game were determined to undo the ills of our past.

A substantial fee was charged for duck-shooting licences, 
and the money used to purchase old swampland which 
had been drained, cleared, and sown with pasture.

The first FGA members set about regenerating the 
degraded swamps: not just pulling out a few weeds, 
but huge scale earthworks and planting of indigenous 
vegetation. The cost is borne by member’s funds and 
donations and the constant hard yakka undertaken with 
gusto.

I joined the Association in 1959 and became actively 

involved in FGA conservation projects. My family 
have joined me over the years, helping to restore the 
environment.

During that time I have been constantly trying to 
convince others, especially young people who become 
shooters, to respect the land, its needs, and its wildlife. 
We teach firearm safety, ethical hunting, respect for 
others and for this great land of ours. Thanks to FGA, 
I and countless others have a new understanding of 
nature.

I asked international conservationist Dr David Bellamy a 
few years ago if I should still shoot ducks. He said he had 
seen the thousands of nest boxes FGA has installed and 
swamps we have saved in Gippsland and elsewhere. He 
had studied hunting worldwide, and stated that without 
hunters there would be no wildlife to speak of.

I lived in the Outback in a time when no refrigeration 
or fresh food was available. Fresh wild food like fish, 
wallaby or bird was essential. It is organic, nourishing, 
has no fat, and has lived on a natural diet. The taste is 
unique.

In my 80’s, I still hunt when possible. I am just an 
ordinary bloke, without academic studies, and views are 
based on knowledge gained with an open mind.

I still volunteer as much as I can, but age does catch up. 
I try to explain my attitude and ideals to those prepared 
to listen; radical people without a true understanding 
are a lost cause. They only believe in their own views, 
with insufficient knowledge and closed minds.

Einstein’s theory of relativity roughly states. “The view 
you see depends on where you view from”.

Editor’s Note: Paddy has been volunteering at Mt 
Rothwell Sanctuary since its establishment and is well 
respected for his efforts and his attitude to conservation. 
Paddy knows that not everyone agrees with him, but 
more and more people are coming to accept that the 
role of the shooter in bringing back some balance to 
the Australian environment is increasingly important. 
Of course it must be controlled, but ongoing culling of 
feral predators and competitors like foxes and goats 
provides a breathing space for vulnerable wildlife 
and even makes it possible to reintroduce some 
endangered species to their original range. Some 
environment departments are forming partnerships 
with shooter’s associations for this purpose. Paddy is a 
FAME supporter and member of long standing.
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The Story So Far...
In 2006, after almost two years of negotiations, the 
WET purchased a 1,930-acre parcel of one of Australia’s 
premier wetlands – the Heart Morass. A few years down 
the track, it acquired stage two of the Heart, taking the 
total area owned by the WET to 2,647 acres.

Since that time, volunteer hunter conservationists have 
worked tirelessly to rehabilitate the degraded wetland, 
and the returns, benefits and achievements so far are 
something extraordinary.

State and Federal politicians and many Government 
agency staff, along with local authorities and the wider 
community have now visited the Heart and praised the 
remarkable progress that has been made in a relatively 
short time. It’s long been argued that hunters are the 
only true conservationists, and this world-class project 
has allowed hunters to showcase the power of their 
volunteer habitat restoration.

Work to Date...
The loyal group of hunters have taken a degraded 
wetland and turned it in to something that showcases 
hunters as conservationists and environmentalists to 
the broader community.

Works have included revegetation, fencing, water 
quality management, track maintenance, flora and fauna 
monitoring, and pest plant and animal control, and the 
results speak for themselves. There’s been a significant 
change in the water quality and vegetation at the Morass, 
and with improved water quality comes a significant 
increase in vegetation in and around the wetland.  Pest 
plant and animal control is ongoing, particularly in the 
new purchase area, and there will also be revegetation 
work to continue as well.

The significance of this latest purchase cannot be 
understated. It has completed what many have longed 
for – full ownership for the restoration of habitat on the 
floodplain from the Sale Common to Lake Wellington.

Heart Purchase
For seven years it’s been a dream, but now, finally, Field 
and Game Australia (FGA) members can finally call the 
third and final parcel at Victoria’s iconic Heart Morass 
their own.

FGA’s environmental trust – the Wetlands Environmental 
Taskforce (WET) – secured the purchase in July this 
year. The first two parcels are already under WET’s belt, 
but this latest acquisition will give it control of the 
flood plain from the Sale Common to Lake Wellington, 
enabling West Gippsland Catchment Management 
Authority to manage an environmental water regime 
without impacting on adjacent land owners.

The WET Trust is responsible for this project, which is 
believed to be the largest wetland habitat restoration 
project in Australia, and has been completed without 
any support from Government.  

Since its formation, the WET Trust has purchased and 
restored the first two land parcels at the Heart Morass, 
near Sale in Victoria, and will assume ownership of this 
third and final parcel in November.

What is WET?
Field and Game Australia members recognised the 
desperate need to take a pro-active approach to ensure 
Australia’s wetlands continued to be preserved and 
maintained well in to the future, and with that in mind, a 
Federal Government-approved Environmental Trust was 
born in 2002 – the WET.

The formation of WET acknowledged the desperate 
need to preserve Australia’s remaining wetlands, given 
the essential habitat that they provide for a wide variety 
of unique native flora and fauna, and offers every 
Australian an opportunity to take positive actions to 
protect and enhance wetlands. 

“ 
”

  Hunters have taken a 
degraded wetland and turned it 
in to something that showcases 
hunters as conservationists 
and environmentalists

The Heart Morass Project is believed to be the largest wetland habitat restoration project in Australia. Since FGA began work at the Heart, there’s been a 
significant change in the water quality and vegetation, resulting in a significant increase in vegetation and animal life in and around the wetland.
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Field and Game Australia’s Top End 
connection to Indigenous Renal Patients
Diabetes is the leading cause of End Stage Kidney Disease 
(ESKD) in Indigenous Australians, and treatment for this 
condition requires renal replacement therapy such as 
peritoneal dialysis, haemodialysis and transplantation. 

Currently, there are more than 200 people receiving 
haemodialysis in the Darwin region.

Most Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’s (ATSI) in 
the Top End with ESKD are forced to relocate to urban 
settings – including Darwin, Katherine, Tennant Creek 
and Alice Springs – for treatment, which causes many 
difficult and complex social and personal dilemmas for 
the individuals. This dislocation from country, for many, 
means being separated from family, culture, community, 
country and traditional food sources.

Bush tucker, or wild foods, are an integral part of life for 
many Indigenous Australians, and bush tucker days and 
traditional fire cook-ups are two methods that provide 
people with a nutritiously rich and important food 
source as well as providing a great forum for knowledge 
exchange.

Access to wild foods when living in town can be difficult, 
especially for the elderly or acutely unwell person.

Field and Game Australia’s NT Branch is involved in 
supporting and strengthening such an initiative in the 
Top End. For several years, Magpie Goose meat has 
been made available by FGA members to Indigenous 
Australians living in Darwin for dialysis.

Members have hunted and donated meat for cook up 
days and distribution to people who have no other way 
of accessing this important food supply. The connection 
is quite informal and has been a positive experience for 
both sides.

It started from small beginnings with just a couple of 
hunters, but has now grown to become an embedded 
goal of the NT Branch. Fresh goose is provided to people 
in town,  with plans to increase the supply so that the 

initiative 
can become an 
ongoing and expanding program.

NT Field and Game recognised this was a great 
community project that would assist renal patients to 
retain some connection with the land, and for non-
indigenous hunters to progress co-operative hunting 
arrangements.

Parks and Wildlife Service staff were extremely 
supportive and arranged to have a special permit to 
take protected wildlife out of season on private land. 
This permit may also be extended to allow extra birds 
to be taken during the hunting season by registered 
Field and Game Australia members on notified hunts.

The first hunts were conducted last year near the end 
of the hunting season at a rice crop near the Adelaide 
River. The crop was being hammered by whistle duck 
and magpie geese. All the birds harvested were kindly 
donated from the hunter’s own bag limits. The birds 
were processed into goose or duck packs containing 
breasts, legs and giblets. The packs were then quickly 
transported back into town and distributed the same 
day.

The logistics of this exercise to provide freshly shot 
game meat to ill patients was a stretch and required a 
fair bit of planning.

This year with the special permit, FGA hopes to have 
more equipment in place to provide semi plucked and 
chilled/frozen whole birds to those suffering with ESKD 
in the Darwin region.

It’s hoped in the future to have a range of areas where 
FGA can hunt and even cook up on site with traditional 
owners if they can arrange treatment times to suit this 
cultural experience. 

Diabetes, Dialysis and Bush Tucker

Magpie Goose meat has been made available by FGA members to Indigenous Australians living in Darwin for ESKD dialysis. Members have hunted and 
donated meat for cook up days and distribution to people who have no other way of accessing this important food supply.
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Labor, the Greens and 
Treaties
It seems that there are treaties, and then there are 
treaties.

When it comes to some treaties Australia is very diligent 
in upholding not only its obligations, but it ensures that 
others do likewise.

Treaties concerning whaling are an example - Australia 
is taking action in international courts to require Japan 
to comply with its obligations.

However, when it comes to obligations in some other 
environment and conservation treaties, Labor and the 
Greens are less enthusiastic about acknowledging 
obligations, let alone complying with them.

In the dying days of this Federal Parliament, Nationals’ 
Senator Bridget McKenzie moved three motions which 
noted:

	 •		 the	importance	of	the	Convention	on		 	 	
     International  Trade in Endangered Species of  
  Wild Fauna and Flora; 

	 •	 the	significance	of	the	Convention	on	Wetlands		
  of  International Importance (Ramsar   
  Convention); and 

	 •		 that	Australia	is	a	signatory	to	the	Convention		
  on Biological Diversity; and

with respect to: 

	 •		 the	convention	concerning	endangered		 	
  species of wild fauna and flora that signatories  
  to the convention signatories:

  °  are conscious of the value of wild fauna and   
   flora from aesthetic, scientific, cultural,   
   recreational and economic points of view,

  °  recognize that wild flora are an fauna are an   
   irreplaceable part of the natural systems of   
   the earth,

  °  acknowledges that flora and fauna have value  
   to recreational users of national parks, and

  °  supports the different values that are placed   
   on flora and fauna by different peoples and  
   groups and agrees thesedifferent values   
   should be balanced through sustainable usage  
   approach;

 •	the	Ramsar	Convention:

  °  that ‘wise use’ means the conservation and   
   sustainable use of wetlands and their   
   resources for the benefit of humankind, and 

  °  supports the wise use of wetlands; and

	 •	the	Convention	on	Biological	Diversity:

  °  encourages co-operation between    
   government and the private sector in the   
   sustainable use of biological resources, and

  ° supports the use of Australia’s national parks  
   and reserves to conserve biological diversity.

Labor and the Greens voted against the resolutions...

The very idea that politicians would vote against a 
motion highlighting provisions of treaties that the 
Government is required to uphold might puzzle many.

However for those at the coal face, it will not be a shock.

For example, the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), of which Australia is 
a member, has six protected categories. Of those six, 
two receive little, if any, attention by relevant bodies in 
Australia. They are:

Category 5: Protected landscape/seascape: protected 
area managed mainly for landscape/seascape 
conservation and recreation, and

Category 6: Protected area with sustainable use of 
natural resources: protected area managed mainly for 
the sustainable use of natural ecosystems.

The World Congress of the IUCN held in South Korea 
last year passed a resolution urging:‘States within their 
existing legal framework and international obligations 
and without compromising their sovereign rights, if 
seeking to take measures for the use, conservation and 
sustainable management that may negatively impact 
local/indigenous communities and conservation 
incentives within other States whenever possible, to 
offer consultation with those States, and fully taking 
into account sound science and indigenous/traditional 
knowledge.’

In the light of the response of Labor and Green politicians 
to Senator McKenzie’s motion, those expecting Australia 
to honour its commitment to uphold this resolution 
would not want to be holding their breath.
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 farmers will not be bullied 
by an extremist animal activist 
group

Wesfarmers - pawns in a 
game or ………………?
In June, one of Wesfarmers’ subsidiaries Coles accepted 
an offer by Animals Australia to withdraw its limited 
range of ‘Make it Possible’ shopping bags from sale.

The ‘offer’ followed protests by farmers about Coles’ 
support for extremist organization activities that 
threatened the livelihoods of many farmers.

In the words of National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
chief executive Matt Linnegar, the decision by Animals 
Australia demonstrated that farmers ‘will not be bullied 
by an extremist animal activist group’.

This is not the first example of a Wesfarmers subsidiary 
adopting policies sympathetic to animal liberationists.

In March, a Queensland Community Involvement 
Coordinator at Bunnings advised a branch of Field and 
Game Australia that it could not run a sausage sizzle 
outside a Bunnings store. 

She said that the policy of Bunnings is to assist the 
community in three main areas:

	 •	 Family:	activities that support the health,   
  wellbeing and welfare of families;

	 •		Community: activities that enhance the    
  communities in which Bunnings operate

	 •	 Sustainability: activities that demonstrate   
  Bunnings commitment to the environment   
  and sustainability.

According to Bunnings, it no longer supports clubs 
involved with weapons because they fall outside these 
guidelines.

The majority of shooters are either farmers or tradesmen. 
It would be interesting to know if farmers agree that 
recreational hunters do not assist the community in 
game management and pest control and that tradesmen 
agree that clay target shooting does not support the 
health, wellbeing and welfare of families, while playing 
cricket or polo does. It would also be interesting to 
know if Bunnings supports Australia’s fielding shooting 
teams at the Olympic Games.

However, it seems that Bunnings in Victoria has a more 
sophisticated policy. Following a query in January 
it reviewed its approach to store-based community 
involvement. 

In Victoria, Bunnings does allow its stores to provide 
support to sport shooting clubs, but only where the club 
does not engage in activities that target live animals.

It seems that, as in Queensland, Bunnings opposes 
the shooting of foxes and wild dogs, regardless of the 
damage they cause to farmers and do to other fauna, and 
the shooting of deer and kangaroos, which in different 
parts of Australia, are present in plague proportions and 
creating havoc for farmers and local communities in the 
process.

In the light of the actions of both Coles and Bunnings, 
a question for Wesfarmers is whether they are pawns 
in the hands of animal liberation and environment 
extremists, or a supporter of their agenda.

Hunter conservationists have long prided themselves on their wetland conservation efforts throughout Australia. FGA families regularly undertake 
conservation work to help resurrect and restore Australia’s wetlands.
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“To be the most effective organisation in the promotion of hunting, 
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• Ethical
• Sustainable
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• Respected
• Confident
• Liability Insurance
• Member Services

FGa tOday...

FGA is the nation’s premier firearm organisation, 
representing over 16,000 members. Members of the 
Association are united by their interest in shooting and 
their desire to see Australia’s wetlands preserved for future 
generations. The Association has a small team of staff at its 
National Office in the Victorian township of Seymour, and 
more than 60 Branches spread across all Australian states 
and territories. FGA is working for all firearm owners to 
preserve a range of skills and opportunities, and to  expand 
upon the prospects to allow all Australian’s to enjoy their 
chosen pursuit.

The respected voice of FGA and its 
members is heard throughout the country. 


