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FGA members love their working gun dogs. For many spending time with their hunting companion is the best part of 
hunting.  

FGA has a proud history in wetland conservation that spans more than 50 years. Sale FGA members at the request of Parks 
Victoria, designed and constructed the Cormorant roosting platforms at Lake Wellington. It is the only known nesting site of 
Pied Cormorant in the area.
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The CEO of the RSPCA in the United Kingdom Gavin Grant 
has quit suddenly blaming health concerns.

However it is generally thought that Mr. Grant’s resignation is 
linked to the backlash which followed the RSPCA spending 
£326,000 prosecuting the Prime Minister’s hunt in 2012.

The huge sum spent on the prosecution caused widespread 
uproar and led to a debate in the House of Commons last year 
during which Conservative MPs said the RSPCA had ceased 
to be an animal welfare organization and had become an 
animal rights organization.

In 2012 Mr. Grant also generated controversy when he told 
the BBC that:

‘The spotlight of attention will be turned on those marksmen 
and on those who give permission for (a government-
approved badger) cull (to try and control tuberculosis in 
cattle) to take place. They will be named and we will decide 
as citizens of this country whether they will be shamed.’

Mr. Grant’s resignation follows the decision of the current 
Archbishop of Canterbury not to follow the lead of his 
immediate four predecessors and to decline the role of vice-
patron of the organization.

It also follows an internal report by the RSPCA’s deputy 
chairman Paul Draycott which said the organisation had 
become ‘too political’ and risked losing its best staff.

British Countryside Alliance, which has played a leading role 
in highlighting the radicalization of the RSPCA,  said it hoped 
that Mr. Grant’s resignation is ‘a signal that that the RSPCA 
is going to focus on the laudable work it has traditionally 
undertaken in promoting animal welfare rather than using 
charitable donations for pursuing a political agenda.’

This sentiment was echoed by the late Clarissa Dickson 
Wright, co-host of  Two Fat Ladies, an award-winning cooking 
programme broadcast by the BBC in the late 1990s and 
subsequently by the ABC.

She believed that people should stop donating until the 
RSPCA returns to helping domestic animals. She said the 
RSPCA is not ‘concentrating on what they should be doing, 
on what they do well. It has been taken over by the politicos 
at the top.’

‘I think that it would do them no harm if people stopped 
donating and told them why they had stopped to see if they 
changed their threatening policies.’

And in Australia…
The lessons from the recent experience in the United 
Kingdom are just as relevant in Australia where the RSPCA also 
has been transformed from an animal welfare organization to 
an animal rights organization with legal powers not granted 
to any other voluntary organization.

UK RSPCA CEO quits

 The RSPCA is not concentrating on 
what they should be doing, on what they 
do well. It has been taken over by the 
politicos at the top
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‘Free Range’ is a term used to promote meat and eggs so the 
consumer can feel good about what they are eating. But what 
is free range really; is it living in the open, wild and free as the 
term implies?

RSPCA supports the term free range when it comes to farmed 
livestock, yet oppose genuine free range when it comes to 
game food such as wild duck or deer.

After a significant outbreak of Avian Influenza infected a free 
range egg farm in Young, NSW causing the destruction of 
460,000 chickens, the ABC spoke to academic veterinarian, 
Dr. Peter Scott, from the University of Melbourne. He stated 
that farmers are now shying away from free-range farming 
because they are worried that their birds will become 
infected.

“It is not possible to vaccinate the birds because there are too 
many strands of the flu and it is too expensive,” he said.

In the name of being the advocate for all chickens, the RSPCA 
- for a fee of course - places itself at the head of the animal 
liberation bandwagon, supporting the free range tag and 
putting the lives of chickens at risk in the process.  

Supermarket giant Coles, subscriber to the flawed RSPCA 
approved farming scheme, will phase out caged eggs from 
its brand over the next two years, thus restricting consumer 
choice. It’s well known Coles will make more profit from a 

free range egg rather than from a caged egg, so eliminating 
the caged option increases profit.  

But in saying this, Coles has over 2000 Coles-branded products 
containing eggs. The eggs Coles purchases for these products 
are bought on price first - animal rights do not come into it. 

On the other hand take a free range wild deer or wild duck – 
grown and raised in its natural habitat with no intervention.

Yet the RSPCA find the idea of eating wild game food ludicrous 
– and a ban on duck hunting is at the forefront of its animal 
rights arguments.

Game food poses minimal risk to the health of humans, with 
concentration of artificial additives and pesticides levels 
below that of livestock at commercial industries.

They are ideally suited to the environment and have natural 
immunity through generations of living in native habitat.  

Meanwhile Coles, in what it no doubt sees as a shrewd 
commercial move which enhances its politically correct 
credentials, is imposing on its customers produce which 
presents a greater health risk than the alternatives, legitimising 
the extreme policies of the RSPCA in the process.
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Which ‘Free Range’ do you prefer?
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 What is free range really; is it 
living in the open, wild and free as 
the term implies?
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Shooters and Fishers Party Western Australian Upper House 
member Rick Mazza has forced a parliamentary debate on 
increases in firearms licence fees of up to 147 per cent last 
year.

During the debate Mr. Mazza highlighted the inefficiency 
and incompetence of Western Australia’s firearms licencing 
system.

Deputy Police Commissioner Chris Dawson told him it took 
29 days for a new firearm application and between 23 and 26 
days to process an application for an additional firearm. 

However gun dealers told Mr. Mazza that the minimum period 
for processing applications is 40 days and that the process for 
a new firearm application can take as long as 70 days. 

To add insult to injury, while in Western Australia senior 
citizens may obtain exemption from fees ranging from boat 
licences and drivers’ licences to registration fees, yet they are 
unable to obtain discounts for firearms-related fees.

The incompetence of the Western Australian registry has 
financial consequences. One dealer said that, at any time, 
he has $200,000 worth of firearms on hold pending the 
processing of applications. The time taken to process 
application also affects accessories, sales of which equal the 
value of the firearms.

Mr. Mazzo highlighted other inefficiencies such as the 
requirement to pay for an application - which has been 
completed on and downloaded from the police website - at 
Australia Post and pay a fee of $48.65.  The application is then 
forwarded to the registry where it is loaded onto its system 
manually. 

Mr. Mazzo asked why applications cannot be mailed to the 
registry directly at a cost of 60 cents.

Two Liberal Upper House members, Simon O’Brien and Nigel 
Hallett also opposed the latest firearms licence increases.

The Western Australian Government now has announced a 
review of the firearms legislation.

However, while this announcement appears to be a victory 
time will tell.

The review will be undertaken by Western Australia’s Law 
Reform Commission, and law reform commissions do not 
have an obvious empathy with the interests of shooters.

Ditto the Attorney General to whom the Law Reform 
Commission reports.

Western Australia: 
relief in sight or Trojan horse?

“
”

 inefficiency and incompetence 
of Western Australia’s firearms 
licencing system.
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A small wetland on the outskirts of Geelong is the WET’s 
latest project. The wetland will be a major conservation 
venture for FGA’s Geelong Branch, expanding on the 
fine work that the Branch continues to undertake at 
Lake Connewarre.

FGA’s environmental trust – the Wetlands Environmental 
Taskforce (WET) – was established in 2002 as a natural 
extension of the conservation activities undertaken 
by members of FGA since its formation in 1958, and it 
recognised the desperate need to take a pro-active approach 
to ensure Australia’s wetlands continued to be preserved and 
maintained well in to the future.

Leading the Way in Conservation
WET is responsible for one of the nation’s largest wetland 
habitat restoration projects, the Heart Morass near Sale. The 
achievements at the once degraded wetland have been 
nothing short of extraordinary, but it couldn’t stop there.

The WET’s latest acquisition – a 36-hectare boutique wetland 
on Geelong’s fringe – is not a new project. 

In fact, the wetland was the brainchild of long-time FGA 
member Tony Leen, who established the wetland in his own 
backyard during the 1970s.  Tony created a series of levees in 
the shape of a horseshoe which trapped inflows from local 
drainage. He then built islands on the wetland bed, walking 
trails and planted out the high ground and boundaries.

Tony’s work and dedication to conservation in the area has 
been carried on by FGA’s Geelong Branch members.

This latest WET venture is much smaller than the Heart 
Morass – 36 hectares compared to the Heart’s 1,294 – but 
it is equally important to maintaining breeding habitat for 
many bird species, and provides observation areas accessible 
to bird observers and hunters alike.

The wetland lies adjacent to the Lake Connewarre State 
Game Reserve, giving WET a footprint at which it can engage 
directly with the community about wetland conservation, as 
well as showcase the fine work Geelong FGA has undertaken 
and continues to do at Lake Connewarre.

The “Connewarre Wetlands Centre”
Tony has since passed the property on to his children, and in 
recognising the significance of the conservation work Tony 
had undertaken, they approached WET to purchase the site. 

The picturesque wetland now attracts a myriad of waterfowl, 
including Brolgas, Magpie Geese, Cape Barren Geese, along 
with many other uncommon species, and bird observation 
groups from around Victoria flock to the wetland regularly to 
monitor the diversity of birds. 

While the potential for the wetland is endless, one of the key 
visions is to develop a wetlands interpretative centre for WET, 
hence its title “Connewarre Wetlands Centre”. In addition, 
the site has good accessibility for visitors with disabilities – 
something that is rare for wetlands anywhere in the world.

WET will not acquire the wetland for another two years. 
However, WET volunteers will be allowed access to the site 
for maintenance and project planning in the interim.

WET relies solely on donations from FGA members and 
conservationists, who are keen to see Australia’s remaining 
wetlands preserved for future generations. Fundraising for 
this latest purchase will continue until WET acquires the 
property in 2016.

Connewarre Wetlands Purchase by WET
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 The picturesque wetland now attracts 
a myriad of waterfowl, including Brolgas, 
Magpie Geese, Cape Barren Geese.
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 Recreational hunters do not 
support the senseless slaughter 
of animals
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In recent years there has been significant increases in the 
numbers of wild animals, especially in Australia’s south-
eastern corner.

These increases are partly due to the growth in the 
populations of animals following the end of our latest drought 
and a significant increase in the numbers of national parks 
and state forests which provide these animals with protected 
habitats in recent years. 

The increase in animal populations has been such that there 
have been suggestions that various animals ought to be 
declared pests. In the case of foxes, wild dogs and wild pigs, 
for example, there is very little argument.

In the case of deer, this approach to managing the increased 
numbers has met with opposition, from the community and 
recreational hunters. 

Recreational hunters do not support the senseless slaughter 
of animals.

Last year the Victorian Minister for Primary Industries, Peter 
Walsh, struck a balance between addressing the need to 
manage the excess number of deer which are affecting the 
viability of farmers, and the need to ensure that an open 
season was not declared on deer. 

His approach stands in stark contrast to the approach of the 
New Zealand government with respect to Canada geese. 

The Canadian goose was reclassified in 2011 as a pest in New 
Zealand.

Subsequently the Federated Farmers of New Zealand, with a 
grant from the NZ government, has conducted culls that have 
severely dented the goose population.

The biggest of these culls was undertaken in 2012 at Lake 
Ellesmere in the South Island just out of Christchurch.

There was a large public outcry after the cull on Lake 
Ellesmere. Rotting carcases were left floating in the lake, 
raising fears of waterway pollution. This resulted in the culls 
being investigated by Environment Canterbury.

Recreational hunters, as well as others in the community, 
held fears that if these culls continued, the goose population 
would be decimated.

The government had said that the funding provided for the 
2012 culls was a “one-off” and would not be repeated in 2013.

This meant that the Federated Farmers of New Zealand would 
have to fund any culls in 2013 by itself.

However, the bad publicity continued and Federated Farmers 
began distancing itself from a bloody cull where the moulting 
and flightless geese had reportedly been bludgeoned to death 
with clubs and baseball bats. 

In January 2013 Federated Farmers high country regional 
advisor Bob Douglas said that the organisation was not 
planning further mass culls of Canada geese.

Instead, Federated Farmers said that it would be working 
with people badly affected by geese on their land to find a 
better solution. This has resulted in hunts on a local basis 
using recreational hunters.

The Department of Conservation issued two permits for 
culls organised on its land this year — one around Lakes 
Emma, Heron, Maori, Coleridge and Clearwater and for the 
headwaters of the Rakia and Rangitata rivers to be carried out 
by local farmers, and another for an organised goose hunt by 
recreational hunters in the St James Conservation Area.

A cull was not conducted around Lake Ellesmere this year. 

The removal of the Canada goose from the game list has 
highlighted the fact that using recreational hunters to control 
the populations of animals is a much more responsible and 
effective way of managing game than crude measures such as 
declaring animals pests. 

New Zealand demonstrates the value of adopting a balanced 
response to managing excessive animal populations such as 
that adopted by Peter Walsh. 

Enlisting the help of hunters lowers the cost of feral animal 
control, does not risk the extermination of a particular animal 
and does not tie up farmers’ valuable time.

Recreational hunters in New Zealand are again being 
encouraged to assist in organised goose hunts.

Game verses Pest
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Hunting organisations have welcomed the Victorian 
Government’s education campaign RESPECT which is a 
response to the irresponsible hunter behaviour of a small 
minority of the hunting community.

It is important that the every hunter strives to maintain a 
respectful and responsible hunting culture based on high 
ethical standards, responsibility and zero tolerance to poor 
or illegal behaviour.

As part of the RESPECT campaign, every hunter is being 
asked to have full respect for animals, fellow hunters, non-
hunters and the wider community, the hunt, the laws and the 
environment.

On the whole, hunters are a very compliant group. However, 
a few hunters feel they have a right to do what they want, 
and that hunting is a right and not a privilege that needs 
to be respected. The wider hunting community rejects this 
mentality and the government relies on hunters and the 
general public to report what they see.

Consequently Field and Game Australia and Australian 
Deer Association welcome this initiative by the Victorian 
government. It provides hunters with an opportunity to 
demonstrate to the general community their respect for the 
game they hunt, the environment and the wider community.

R E S P E C T : 
Hunting Responsibly

“

”

 It provides hunters with 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
to the general community their 
respect for both the game they 
hunt and the environment in 
general
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 Remember, hunting is not only a pleasant past-time, it is a 
legal past-time, and that collectively hunters do more for the 
environment, habitat and pest control than most others

The passing of legislation establishing the Game Management 
Authority has been welcomed by Field and Game Australia, the 
Australian Deer Association and other hunting organisations.

The creation of the Authority will bring Victoria’s game 
management practise in line with the best in the world.

However it is disappointing that Labor did not support the 
legislation and that only one Opposition member, a retiring 
backbencher, spoke about it.

Hunting is increasing in popularity every year. 

Today Victoria has more than 43,000 licensed hunters — the 
highest number in Australia and an increase of 40 per cent in 
the past decade.

The new authority will allow a proper focus on scientific 
research, management of game habitats and hunter education 
and opportunity, which will improve the effectiveness of 
game management and promote responsible game hunting 
throughout the state.

Now that’s a win for everybody.

A total of $17.6 million will be spent over the next four years 
to establish and operate this new independent authority.  The 
new GMA will have a skills-based board that reports annually 
to Parliament, and is administered within the Department 
of Environment and Primary Industries, which has 
responsibilities for all wildlife including endangered species.

The Victorian Hunting Advisory Committee (VHAC) has 
been charged with establishing the new Authority, and will 
frame advice to Minister Peter Walsh on its role, structure and 
operation.

Roger Hallam, a Kennett Government minister and the 
chairman of the VHAC, believes it is extremely important that 
the industry speaks with one voice, and the Authority will do 
just that.

“I do not say to my critics that they have to be hunters, I don’t 
even suggest that they should be hunters, I accept that they 
don’t like it... But, what I do not accept is that I shouldn’t be a 
hunter because they don’t like it,” Mr Hallam said.

“Remember, hunting is not only a pleasant past-time, it is a 
legal past-time, and that collectively hunters do more for the 
environment, habitat and pest control than most others.”

The Authority will go far beyond the rights of licensed 
shooters – it is about the overall management of the game 
resource. 

Consequently it will address a wide range of issues 
ranging from the economic benefits of hunting to regional 
communities through to conservation and animal welfare. 

A New Game Management Plan for Victoria



Field and Game australia
Preserving Cultural Traditions

Join 
thousands of other like-minded Australians as a member 

of the nation’s most progressive firearm, hunting and 
conservation organisation.

• Ethical
• Sustainable
• Influential
• Respected
• Confident
• Liability Insurance
• Member Services

FGa today...

The respected voice 
of FGA and its members is heard 
throughout the country. Strength is found in 
numbers – do you belong to Australia’s strongest and 
most successful shooting association?

our mission:
“To be the most effective organisation in the 

promotion of hunting, recreational shooting and 

habitat conservation.”

Who’s protectinG the Future 
For your Firearms licence?
Firearm sports in Australia must have:

• Respected representation

• A knowledgeable and unified voice

• All party support and acceptance

• Consistency in media messages

• New opportunities to shoot

• A code of ethics and high standards  
  of conduct

www.fga.net.au
 www.facebook.com/fieldandgame

65 Anzac Avenue (PO Box 464), Seymour VIC 3660
P: 03 5799 0960   F: 03 5799 0961   E: fga@fga.net.au
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• Extensive branch network established in every State and Territory
• Promoting hunter education and sustainable and safe hunting
• Active in wild deer management and habitat conservation
• Advocating for fair and equitable access to public land for 

recreational hunting

“Conservation is a state of harmony between men and land”
                                                                                    Aldo Leopold

www.austdeer.com.au 

The Deer People


