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Term 
Held Attended
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Glenn Falla 7 7 Year 1 of 2

Guide to the 
Annual Report
This is the annual report of Field & Game 
Australia (FGA) Inc. (ABN 79 042 436 123) 
for the financial year ending June 30, 2018. 
The report provides information from 
the Board, branches and stakeholders of 
FGA about the Association’s operations 
and performance and is presented at the 
Association’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). FGA cannot be held liable for any 
printing errors in this document.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Contributors: Bill Paterson, Dean O’Hara, 
David Hawker AO; Peter Hawker, Darren 
Linton, Lauri Rowe, Daryl Snowdon.
Printed by: Edge Print, Mooroopna.
Feedback: We welcome your comments 
regarding this report.  
Telephone (03) 5799 0960 with your 
feedback, or email ceo@fieldandgame.com.au.

Field & Game Australia farewelled board member 
Jim Godden in August 2018 and we thank him for his 
contribution to the organisation.
CEO Richard Light resigned suddenly and with deep 
regret in February 2019 and returned to the United 
States. The Board thanked Richard for his service 
wished him well for the future. 
Dean O’Hara commenced as CEO on April 1, 2019. The 
Board wishes to acknowledge the work of Glenn Falla, 
who for a second time stepped in at short notice to 
act as interim CEO.
The Board also acknowledges the contribution of 
Rachel Berry who left the National Office staff in 
March 2019.
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About Field & Game Australia
OUR MISSION
To be the most effective organisation in the promotion 
of hunting, recreational shooting, and habitat 
conservation.

WHO WE ARE
FGA was established in 1958 by hunters who were 
concerned at the loss of wetland habitat 
for the game birds they loved to observe and 
hunt. FGA is now the nation’s most progressive 
firearm hunting, and conservation organisation 
with six decades of service to the Association’s 
membership, including hunters, target shooters and 
conservationists.
As we reach the incredible milestone of 60 years, FGA 
represents over 18,000 voluntary members united 
by interests in target sports, hunting, and the desire 
to see Australia’s wetlands preserved for future 
generations.

OUR PATRONS
PROFESSOR GRAHAME WEBB, BSC (HONS), PHD.
THE HONOURABLE DAVID HAWKER, AO.
MR MAX DOWNES, BSC, PGD.

OUR VALUES
The purpose for which the Association is formed is to:
Specifically sustain, enhance, and nurture responsible 
activities of members.
Encourage, promote and practice the active 
conservation of game and habitat, and to undertake 
education and training of members to achieve that 
goal.
Cooperate with government agencies and landholders 
in the promotion of game hunting in an orderly and 
accepted manner, and to respect the privilege of gun 
ownership.
Promote public understanding and acceptance of our 
activities and to cooperate with other bodies which 
may have similar objectives.
Unite field sportsmen in the respect of game and 
habitat, to promote good sportsmanship through 
supervised shooting ranges and target shooting, 
and, where appropriate, to conduct local, state and 
national events to encourage the sport and stimulate 
participants to excel in their chosen pastime.

LIFE MEMBERS

Dr Hugh Martin, MBE (Dec) 
Ron Bryant (Dec)
Doug Hemingway, MBE (Dec) 
Des Thomas, OAM (Dec) 
Phil Brown, OAM
John Foster (Dec)

Rex Cambrey
Allan Graham
Ruby Cato (Dec)
Geoff Proudfoot
Gary Howard
Albert Chamberlain (Dec)

Graham Eames 
Ian McLachlan 
Ron Danby 
Rick Foster 
Russ Bate, OAM
Tom Chick

Life Membership for Tom Chick
Tom Chick, who was granted Life Membership of Field & Game Australia 
at the 60th Anniversary Dinner held at the MCG in October 2018.

The citation read:
‘Upon joining the board in the early 2000s, Tom, through his sound financial 

management, enabled the board to navigate its way through a severe financial crisis, 
which threatened the future of FGA

‘During his 15 years as a board member Tom not only took responsibility for the 
financial aspects of FGA, but played an important operational role in a number of 
major projects and key activities from conservation projects, Duck Season openings, 
the National Carnivals, as well as human resources and payroll matters

‘Tom has always displayed commitment and a willingness to get involved. He 
personifies the volunteerism that FGA values and relies on.’ 
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Chairman’s Report
When I wrote last year’s Chairman’s Report with 
its details of the changes we had gone through, 
including changing CEOs; the last thing I expected 
was that I would be starting the 2019 report with 
a welcome to a new CEO! As I always say, one can’t 
predict the future, but rather, must be flexible and 
ready to adapt to unexpected changes. 

Dean O’Hara joined us in April, following the resignation of Richard 
Light. Richard tended his resignation with deep regret and only 
after he had exhausted every avenue of addressing a severe 
personal problem in the US. Finally, the only solution available 
was to take a senior role in his old industry back in that country. 
Although Richard had only been with us as CEO for only a year, 
in this time he impressed the Board and members with his drive, 
skills and understanding of the complex issues and challenges 
faced by FGA. We thank Richard for his service, and I’m sure you all 
join with the Board and myself in wishing Richard and his family all 
the very best for the future.
Dean has a strong background in management and dealing with 
government (both politicians and bureaucrats) and policing. 
He comes to us from Victoria Police, where he was Assistant 
Director — Head of Operations and Stakeholders and, previously 
Head of Asset Services with Goulburn Murray Water. Prior to 
migrating to Australia, Dean spent 17 years serving with Sussex 
Police and left that force as a Forensic Specialist, specialising in 
major crime and counter terrorism investigation. 
A resident of Mooroopna, Dean is a member of the local CFA and 
is an FGA member (Seymour) and two of his daughters have taken 
up Simulated Field shooting.
The Board is grateful to Glenn Falla who again stepped in as 
interim CEO following Richard Light’s departure. Not only did 
Dean benefit from a full handover from Glen, but also from phone 
conversations with Richard in the USA. This allowed Dean to “hit 
the road running”.
I am standing for re-election to the Board at the 2019 elections.  
If successful I intend this to be my last term and it will be my focus 
to identify and hand over to a new Chairman. I was determined 
to see the selection and embedding of a CEO, and with this now 
achieved, I am comfortable that FGA is ready, and due, for a new 
Chair.
Despite excellent hunter behaviour, the 2019 Duck season was a 
disappointment insofar as the government again played with bag 
limits despite our arguments that such changes do not achieve 
anything other than discouraging hunters from going out. Equally 
disappointing was the change this year to align both the SA and 
Victorian Openings to the same day. As we said to the GMA and 
the Minister, “Reducing bag limits and season length does nothing 
to manage duck populations across Australia, but it does impact 
the hunters’ motivation to travel and spend. Putting the lower bag 
limit on Opening Weekend is a clear attempt to try to reduce the 
concentration of hunters on that weekend. Has the government 
thought through the impact on rural economies?” Harvest data 
from the GMA proved our point, with the average harvest per 
hunter being below the reduced bag limits. In other words, if the 
bag limits had been left at 10 birds per day, the harvest would 
have been the same or slightly higher (with more hunters), but the 
benefit to hunters and rural economies would have been much 
increased.
The 2018 National Carnival at Bairnsdale was a great success 
with significant changes allowing us to remove the cap on the 
number of competitors and completing shooting each day in time 

to allow competitors to get into town to relax and enjoy the local 
restaurants and bars. We will be at Bairnsdale again this year 
with an even bigger and better Carnival. This year we will have a 
separate event on the Friday in addition to the 150 target event 
over the weekend, and plan to have attendance well in excess of 
any previous years with the grounds set by a groundsetter with 
international experience. Our sponsors have been very supportive 
and we can proudly claim this to be the premier clay target event 
in Australia.
The My Club My Score system is being been implemented across 
the Nation, with full implementation by the end of 2019 and is 
delivering significant benefits. Not only are the nomination queues 
moving faster and the old card system with the need to calculate 
your own handicap removed, but we also now ensure that all 
competitors are actually current FGA members. A surprising fact 
found early in the implementation was that a few regular shooters 
had let their membership lapse (and some were winning prizes!)
Our Willomavin property has been marking time, to the frustration 
of the Board, and I am pleased to announce that we are now ready 
to commence the Feasibility Study which is stage 1 of what will 
be a large project to fully utilize this wonderful asset. This study 
will map out the future development of the property in terms 
of shooting ranges, permits and construction of buildings and 
facilities. The Feasibility Study is the result of a tender process 
with suitably qualified planning consultants and is timed to 
provide a final report by the new year.
The WET Trust and its dedicated bands of volunteers continue 
their great work and in combination with our partners Bug Blitz, 
achieve a great reach in public education regarding wetland 
conservation. The Coonewarre property is now also hosting 
regular school groups under the Bug Blitz Program and spreads 
our conservation message to a new and wider audience. The 
Heart continues to improve with massive tree plantings and weed 
control, all the work of volunteers.
The great work carried out by FGA and The WET Trust is due to the 
efforts of our members, professional staff and Board members 
whom I thank for their support and passion.

Bill Paterson
Chairman



6 FIELD & GAME AUSTRALIA   |   Annual Report 2019-20

I joined Field & Game Australia as the new Chief Executive Officer on the 
1st April 2019 and during the past six months I have made time to meet 
as many members as I can and listen to what you have to say about our 
organisation.
Working within governments both in the United Kingdom and Australia 
during my professional life in policing and compliance; and more 
recently in senior roles delivering infrastructure projects in Victoria, is a 
useful background for FGA. This is a diverse organisation with a complex 
mix of regulated activities, assets and risks.
I am very proud to be the CEO of FGA and believe that the organisation 
is well placed to continue to support its three fundamental pillars of 
Conservation, Hunting and Clay Target shooting into the future. This role 
is unique in that it affords me the privilege to not only lead a national 
organisation of dedicated and passionate people but to also enabled me 
to also pursue my hobbies of hunting and clay target shooting.
FGA has delivered a wide variety of projects and outcomes in 2018/19 
some of which I will go into in more detail, but there is much more to 
be done. We live in a more adversarial environment then we ever have 
in the past. Over the past 12 months we have seen animal protesters 
actively disrupt commercial industry, bring some of our capital cities to 
a standstill and not only break the law but use their cause to close small 
business. 
I have said on numerous occasions that we live in the best country in 
the world. A democracy where by as citizens we are entitled to protest 
and be heard, however when that protesting activity stops citizens 
getting to work or school, prevents ambulances or other emergency 
services being able to respond to those in need, or stops business to 
operate then that is unacceptable.
We have delivered many outcomes that support our fundamental pillars 
in 2018/19. 
The first of those pillars, Conservation has been supported substantially 
in 2018/19. There are too many projects to individualise but to 
highlight a couple; In the Northern Territory the work undertaken with 
regards rubbish collection around wetlands by the Northern Territory 
FGA branch has seen that work recognised by the Northern Territory 
government. We continue to undertake work at the Heart Morass and 
Connewarre wetlands in Victoria. These world class wetlands have 
only been made possible due to the dedication and passion of FGA 
members in delivering improvements and constantly striving to ensure 
they remain a legacy of FGA for future generations. We conservatively 
estimate that in excess of 1 million volunteer hours have been invested 
at the Heart Morass over the past 10 years! That is just an incredible 
achievement. We continue to support the Bug Blitz program, educating 
children about wetlands and the wetland environment.
Our second pillar is Hunting. In 2018/19 FGA members have been able 
to hunt a wide variety of species; deer, quail, pheasant, duck, and goose 
to name a few. The Victorian Duck Season for 2019 was a modified 
season which saw not only a shortened season but a reduction in bag 
limits. The Season was a testing one for all hunters, especially when 
confronted by animal activists, last minute wetland closures and some 
political interventions, however hunter behavior during the season was 
exceptional, despite the difficult circumstances. The South Australian 
Duck Season was also restricted, and the opening weekend was 
deliberately moved to coincide with Victoria, further limiting hunting 
opportunity. 
FGA strongly advocated at a state government level to ensure that 
seasons occurred, and that the regulators took a fair and transparent 
approach to both hunter and activist behaviors. We also hosted a 
meeting, the first of its kind where all stakeholders; FGA, SSAA, ADA, 
Victoria Police, Parks Victoria and the Game Management Authority 
in Victoria sat down to discuss and agree to work together to support 
hunting into the future. 
Hunting is a core activity and it was pleasing to read the 2018 licencing 
report from the GMA showing a significant increase in hunter numbers 
overall. As of 30 June 2018, a total of 25,918 people were licensed to 
hunt duck in Victoria. Despite a long period where season modifications 

and restrictions have 
become the norm, our 
numbers are growing, 
contrary to the 
misleading rhetoric of 
activists.
We have 
confronted a challenge in the Victorian Parliament this year, and we 
acknowledge the ongoing statements of support from the Labor 
Party, Liberal Party, Nationals, Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party 
and several crossbenchers. These challenges are not going away, 
but by demonstrating responsible, ethical and sustainable hunting, 
contributing voluntarily to conservation, and arguing on facts and date 
rather than emotion, we all have a future to look forward to.
Next year we will be looking to further hunting activities by delivering 
programs in Tasmania, Victoria and the Northern Territory, working 
alongside government to deliver pest control and crop mitigation 
activities. We are also looking at how we can further support the 
increase in female hunters. More women are hunting, but growth is too 
slow and duck hunting remains 98 per cent male (June 2013), If you 
have any ideas, then I would love to hear about them.
Our final pillar is clay target shooting. 2018/19 saw an increase in 
participation in our simulated field events with over 50 events held 
nationally each month. We threw an estimated 3.4 million targets 
in 2018/19 an increase of over 700,000 from the previous year. 
Participation rates are on the increase but again we have more work 
to do here. Next year we will develop and implement a Women and 
Girls program to increase female participation in our sport, look to 
develop and implement a coaching program, and develop a training and 
education element for clay target shooters.
The National Carnival held in Bairnsdale last year was a huge success 
with over 500 shooters competing across the weekend. Congratulations 
to our National Champions for 2018; Nick Guerra, Renae Birgan, Mark 
Du Rose, Ben Studham, and Neville Johnson.
This year we have announced our first Strategic Partnership with 
Beretta, Australia with more partnerships to be announced next 
year with industry sponsors, government agencies and commercial 
sponsors. 
We continue to strongly advocate for the rights of firearm owners and 
hunters at the state, territory and federal level and meet regularly with 
government ministers, politicians and bureaucrats. It requires significant 
time and effort, but it is important to have those conversations 
regularly. 
We have built respectful and trusted relationships with all levels of 
government across all jurisdictions which has seen FGA engaged for 
advice and comment around government policy and outcomes. That 
opportunity provides us the ability to influence positive change and to 
press our evidence-based approach to support for responsible firearm 
ownership, and sustainable and ethical hunting.
It has been a very busy 2018/19 but the work has only just started. We 
are in a strong position for the future based on the work undertaken 
since the organisation was formed in 1958 by concerned hunters. We 
are very proud of our heritage and traditions and we will continue to 
drive change, protect our social license around shooting activities to 
ensure our three fundamental pillars are stronger in the future than 
they ever have been. In doing so we continue to enjoy the support of 
members, who’s passion and willingness to volunteer remains the real 
strength of FGA.

From the Chief Executive Officer

Dean O’Hara
CEO
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Presenting this year’s Audited Financial Reports on the activities of the Field & Game Association (FGA) and 
the Wetlands Environmental Taskforce (WET), I would like thank all FGA staff for their ongoing commitment 
and dedication to the organisation. I would also like to thank the many volunteers that work with great effort 
and energy across the Conservation, Hunting and Clay Target activities we are so endeared to.  
Our operating environment continues to be dynamic with constant 
change and this year was no exception. Richard Light departed as 
CEO and Jim Godden left the board, I would like to thank them for 
his superb contribution to FGA. Dean O’Hara joined FGA in April 
and he is continuing to strengthen the organisation on all activities 
the association is involved with.
Referring to the FGA audited financial statutory statements, I am 
announcing operating net deficit after depreciation of $45,955. 
Profit before depreciation was $1,643. Total revenue was  
$1,718,306 for the financial year, up on the previous year.

Membership Income
Membership total net Income for the year was $1,566,307. 
This reflects a cash increase $44,691 from the previous year. 
Membership numbers remain stable and members are to be 
congratulated for continuing to maintain their support of the 
association.
Since 2017 membership income has been recorded on a cash 
basis and there is an element of membership income that has 
been “banked” that relates to the following year.
Membership fees are not refundable, the board and auditors are 
happy reporting membership income on a cash basis. Having 
memberships recorded on a cash basis as opposed to an accrual 
basis makes budgeting easier.

Target Income
$75,301 was received in nomination fees for the 2018 National 
Carnival which was a decrease on the previous year’s income 
$83,130. After reimbursement to the host club and all associated 
costs a surplus $8,360 is reported.

Interest and Donations 
We continue to have historically low interest rates, $5,658 
was received in interest income which is slightly better than 
previous year. The money in the Term Deposit for emergencies of 
$152,279 helped increase the overall interest for the association. 
The goal is to have three months of operating expenses in the 
emergency fund.  The association received $1,841 in gifts and 
donations to the fighting fund. Grant income was $9,647 for 
the year. Additional grants received in advance total $105,714 
and cover Board Governance and Development, Willowmavin 
Complex feasibility Study and Willowmavin Shed. The association 
paid $54,250 on behalf of Benalla, Mornington, Shepparton and 
Morwell branches which secured grant funding for environmental 
audits on their ranges. Mornington had paid their share of the 
money prior to the year ending. 

Other Income
FGA charged The WET Trust $18,000 to cover management costs, 
which relates to time and resources the association spends in 
managing the trust and WET activities. Merchandise sales have 
improved with a surplus after costs of $8,201 compared to a loss 
of -$1,285 in the previous year. This was attributed to running 
down of stock accumulated over previous years and stock write 
offs.

Branch Rebates
Rebates to the branches this year were $224,531. This 
represents funds collected as part of members subscriptions by 
the association and returned to branches to assist with ongoing 
administration costs.

Target Scoring System
The scoring system licence fees increased to $25,688 compared 
to $12,188 previous year because FGA has paid 12 months of 
licence fees whereas in previous year the licence fees only started 
half way through that financial year. FGA make monthly licence 
and data fee payments this is why the scoring system made a loss 
of $36,818. 

Insurance 
Insurance costs for the 2019 year were $109,675 compared to 
$38,191 in the previous year. The difference between the two 
financial years is the inclusion of the new members firearms 
insurance policy which represented $78,640 under the Members 
General Property Benefit Insurance Scheme. Additional motor 
vehicle insurance also contributed to the increase as the 
association.

Professional and Advocacy Fees
This year’s professional fees and advocacy costs increased due 
to the Victorian State election. $18,000 was spent in supporting 
candidates that support all of Field & Game Activities. Advocacy 
costs were $65,995 compared to $55,927 on the previous 
year, this was due to $20,000 donated to SIFA for the election 
campaign. This year is the first full year of book keeping fees that 
increased to $39,932. 

Other Expenses incurred that changed significantly 
Computers          $18,352 v $7,682
Depreciation       $62,388 v $41,171
Employment       $542,351 v $486,210
Vehicles               $42,190 v $28,015
Postage                $96,580 v $75,794
The change in computer costs between the two years has been 
due to IT provider now sending monthly accounts. Additional costs 
incurred that related to changing over to the NBN. Depreciation 
increases relate to FGA running two Motor Vehicle’s. Postage is 
up due to printing of shoot book and new rule book. The monthly 
Australia Post invoices have increased, which relates to increase in 
membership numbers. Also, there was changes made to the shoot 
book which caused a change in the weight & size of envelopes 
needed to be posted whilst Australia Post continues to increase 
postage costs. Employment costs to the association increased due 
to termination payments and costs in replacing the CEO.

Savings
Board expenses have reduced to $11,504 compared to $22,391 
and overall branding and advertising has reduced to $32,711 
compared to $106,159 in the previous year.

Financial Report 2018-19
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Bank Balances 
As 30th June the Association had $797,358 in its accounts. 
All monies are held with the National Australia Bank with 
the exception of membership subscription renewals through 
Macquarie Bank.

Other Assets
The association holds an advanced loan to the WET trust 
$443,714, the Willowmavin Complex is valued at $1,108,185 and 
with buildings included the total estimated value for Willowmavin 
site is $1,175,268.   A planned feasibility study of the Willowmavin 
complex has been scheduled for next financial year.

Liabilities
Cash v liabilities the association holds $797,358 in cash less 
$424,517 short and long term liabilities = $372,841 surplus, the 
balance sheet is solid.
FGA continue to invest in their staff with the CEO committed 
to staff training and development. Although the cash balances 
remain strong at the 30th June each year the association has to 
maintain its operations and have money available for the many 
future challenges we know will occur. The boards objective is to lift 
income into the organisation through increasing its membership 
base, increasing merchandise sales and have branches and 
individual members increase donations to the association to 

continue to be a creditable voice for firearm owners, hunters and 
target shooters. To continue to do this the board and CEO are 
required to represent you on numerous committees that form part 
of the process of Government.
It is the policy of the board to review its operations into the future, 
set budgets which include contingencies for unexpected issues 
that may threaten the organisation our branch members and the 
wider hunting community that remain dedicated to our traditional 
hunting, conservation and target shooting activities.  
    

Wetlands Environmental Taskforce Financial Report
The Wetlands Environmental Taskforce (WET) was formed in 2002 
with the purpose of purchasing, restoring and maintaining wetland 
habitats. With ownership of the habitats comes the full access 
required to rehabilitate ecosystems and restore biodiversity. FGA 
is Trustee for the WET trust.
Spending commitments and ongoing maintenance at the Heart 
Morass Wetlands complex and capital improvements at the 
Connewarre Wetlands Centre located near Geelong continue with 
many volunteer hours worked over the year.  
Income for the for the year $53,279 with operating expenses 
$102,244 after depreciation the WET trust made a loss of 
$48,965. The WET trust holds strong cash position of $299,292 to 
continue to do this very important work for wetland conservation. 

Peter Hawker
Deputy Chairman
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Field & Game Australia Inc.
ABN 79 042 436 123

Balance sheet for the year ended 30 June 2019

2019 2018
$ $

Asset
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents 797,358 872,597
Accounts receivable and other 
debtors

224,672 158,573

Inventory 20,754 14,764
Total current assets 1,042,784 1,045,934

Non-current assets
Property, plant, equipment 1,427,825 1,482,531
Intangible Assets 24,204 33,872
Loan to WET Trust 443,714 414,065
Total non-current assets 1,895,743 1,930,468

Total assets 2,938,527 2,976,402

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade creditors and other 
payables

251,795 202,564

Provision for Annual Leave 9,414 19,960
Short term borrowings 30,002 36,273
Total current liabilities 291,211 258,797

Non-current liabilities
Long-term borrowings 128,956 155,342
Provision for Long Service leave 4,350 2,298
Total non-current liabilities 133,306 157,640

Total liabilities 424,517 416,437

Net assets 2,514,010 2,559,965

Equity
Retained surplus 2,503,010 2,548,965
Asset Revaluation Reserve 11,000 11,000
Net worth 2,514,010 2,559,965

Field & Game Australia Inc.
ABN 79 042 436 123

Income statement for the year ended 30 June  2019

2019 2018
$ $

Income
Revenue 1,718,306 1,672,304

Expense
Cost of sales 122,796 123,369
Administration expenses 186,349 169,501
Employee benefit expenses 542,351 486,210
Depreciation and amortisation 
expenses

62,388 41,713

Audit fees 7,000 7,500
Member Communications and 
Publications

462,269 464,388

Other expense 380,990 323,898
Total expenditure 1,764,261 1,616,579

Surplus/(deficit) for the year (45,955) 55,725

A copy of the financials with the explanatory notes is 
available on request from the FGA National Office.
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Field & Game, along with the Williamson Foundation continues to 
build on our members’ and supporters’ work with conservation 
and education relating to wetlands and their importance to the 
community.

It is worth reminding everyone that until 1966 there wasn’t a 
national parks system in Victoria. The first move to reserve land 
for wildlife came from duck shooters who imposed a levy on 
themselves to preserve the fast disappearing wetlands across 
Victoria. This resulted in nearly 200 wetlands being saved as State 
Game Reserves.
Today new challenges have been added for those who legitimately 
wish to hunt. Having runs on the board with our conservation 
work is a powerful response.
Another is the education work, with tremendous support from 
the Hugh Williamson Foundation through Bug Blitz which is 
leading to giving younger members in our communities a better 
understanding of the connection with nature and hunters.

Heart Morass 
Field & Game Life Member Gary Howard from Sale continues to 
make an enormous contribution to the management of the Heart 
Morass. Matt Bowler the Team Leader from the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority works closely with him to 
ensure the steady improvement program continues.
The WGCMA helps with the water management of the Heart 
including regulated water flows from the Latrobe River.
Over 2000 trees have been added to the Heart this year and the 
water quality continues to improve. However, the issue of PFAS 
contamination from the Sale Air Force Base is still unresolved.
Both Gary and Martin Carlson, the Chairman of the Williamson 
Foundation and driving force behind the Bugblitz Education 
Program, have noted the wonderful goodwill and increasing 
interest by locals towards the Heart Morass project. This local 
interest is expected to continue to grow in tangible ways.
All F&G members should take the time to listen to the podcast just 
produced by the WGCMA interviewing Gary Howard. It is a brilliant 
piece and covers the history, the passion and the commitment 
by Gary and his team of volunteers from Field & Game, together 
with the Williamson Foundation, the WGCMA and Watermark to 
restore the Heart Morass since 2006.
http://gippslandscapes.libsyn.com/a-passionate-heart

Bug Blitz 
The Bug Blitz education program, funded by the Williamson 
Foundation is finishing another very successful year at the Heart 
Morass and now at the Connewarre Wetland Centre near Geelong.

John Caldow’s 
continuing 
enthusiasm will see 
nearly 3000 students 
from kindergartens, 
primary schools, 
secondary schools and eager students from the University of the 
Third Age learning on site at the Heart.
At Connewarre, Trent Leen and members from the Geelong Field 
& Game, together with the Corangamite Catchment Management 
Authority and ongoing support of the Williamson Foundation have 
expanded the Bug Blitz program. The growth is impressive: from 
85 students at the end of 2017 to over 600 this year. The last 
few days were booked out, and many teachers and parents are 
involved.
Bug Blitz is extremely successful, and helps young people better 
understand the science, art and conservation of wetlands and 
F&G’s contribution. However, the Williamson Foundation’s very 
generous support is not open-ended. We need to start addressing 
this issue of where future funding might come from now.

Other issues 
Deakin University is doing some fascinating research into the 
ability of wetlands to be recognised for their capacity to capture 
carbon dioxide, known as Blue Carbon, Green Carbon and Brown 
Carbon. It is early days but could have a lot of potential.
More work is being done on the Hunting Archive and professional 
archivists have been engaged to help.

Conclusion 
All members of the WET Trust continue to make a big contribution 
in our work to further the best interests of all members of Field 
& Game. This includes  for hunting and practical conservation and 
very importantly, education in the wider community of the link 
between hunting and conservation.

WET Trust Report 2018-19 

David Hawker AO
Chairman
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Field & Game Australia Inc.
As trustee for Wetlands Environmental Taskforce Trust

ABN 42 150 070 738
Balance sheet for the year ended 30 June 2019

2019 2018
$ $

Asset
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents 299,292 325,084
Accounts receivable and other 
debtors

39,640 29,626

Total current assets 338,932 354,710

Non-current assets
Accounts receivable and other 
debtors

197,120 221,760

Property, plant, equipment 2,530,957 2,500,627
Total non-current assets 2,728,077 2,722,387

Total assets 3,067,009 3,077,097

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade creditors and other 
payables

20,264 11,036

Total current liabilities 20,264 11,036

Non-current liabilities
Long-term borrowings 443,714 414,065
Total non-current liabilities 443,714 414,065

Total liabilities 463,978 425,101

Net assets 2,603,031 2,651,996

Equity
Settled Sum 10 10
Retained surplus 2,603,021 2,651,986
Net worth 2,603,031 2,651,996

Income statement for the year ended 30 June  2019
2019 2018
$ $

Income
Revenue 53,279 97,969
Expense
Australian National Hunting 
Archive

20,041 14,739

Administration expenses 32,845 14,504
Wetlands management 45,540 35,950
Depreciation and amortisation 
expenses

2,318 0

Audit fees 1,500 1,800
Total expenditure 102,244 66,993

Surplus/(deficit) for the year (48,965) 30,976
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Field & Game Australia’s Annual General Meeting at the MCG on October 13, 2018.

Annual awards were also announced with Sale Field & Game 
winning the Blue Wing Trophy for continued commitment and 
dedication to volunteer conservation and habitat improvement.

Bairnsdale finished second in the Blue Wing Trophy and Northern 
Territory third.

Northern territory picked up the Media Award for consistently 

promoting Field & Game activities and actively campaigning on 
important issues.

Benalla FGA received the Pest and Vermin Control Award.

Gordon MacAlpine from Sale FGA was presented with a Member 
Service Award in recognition of outstanding service to the aims of 
the organisation.

2018 Awards

Stephen Lees and Kady Hymon from the Northern Territory  
branch accept 3rd place in the Blue Wing Trophy.

Mick Crane and David Young being presented with 2nd place 
in the Blue Wing Trophy.

John Hirt and Deb Meester accept the Blue Wing Trophy on behalf of Sale Field & Game. 
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Rod Berger from Benalla FGA accepts the Pest and Vermin Control Award.

Kady Hymon and Stephen Lees step up again to collect the Media Sward won by Northern Territory. 
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Branch Membership Totals as at 31st March 2019 

Ararat/Stawell FGA 126
Association  7
Bairnsdale FGA  520
Ballarat FGA  711
Balranald FGA  70
Barmera Moorook FGA 180
Bar-rook FGA  248
Benalla FGA  398
Bendigo FGA  504
Broome FGA  15
Burdekin FGA  7
Canberra FGA  95
Capricornia FGA  25
Casterton FGA  94
Clunes FGA  198
Cobram FGA  183
Colac FGA  271
Coleraine FGA  202

Cranbourne FGA  394
Darlington FGA  61
Deniliquin FGA  116
Donald FGA  145
Dorset FGA  127
Dunolly FGA  101
Echuca-Moama FGA 242
Frankston FGA  916
Furneaux FGA  123
Geelong FGA  908
Goulburn Workers FGA 129
Grampians FGA 65
Huon FGA  136
Keith FGA  68
Kilmore Field & Game INC 466
Kingston S.E FGA  104
Kyabram FGA  160
Mallacoota FGA  33

MCC Clay Target Club 59
Melbourne FGA  587
Metropolitan FGA  752
Minyip FGA  159
Moe FGA  310
Mornington FGA  245
Morwell FGA  302
MT Wycheproof FGA 100
Natimuk FGA  297
Northern Territory FGA 372
Nugent FGA  20
Orbost FGA  106
Pine Grove FGA  201
Port Phillip FGA  1053
Portland/Heywood FGA 87
Queensland FGA  114
Renmark/Berri FGA 62
Rushworth FGA  75

Rutherglen FGA  74
Sale FGA  1083
Seymour FGA  752
Shepparton FGA  551
Sth East FGA  64
Sth Gippsland FGA  246
Sunraysia FGA  322
Swan Hill FGA  177
Timboon FGA  95
Traralgon FGA  393
Wagga Wagga FGA  145
Waikerie Field & Game INC 20
Warrnambool FGA  231
Westernport FGA  261
Wodonga Albury FGA 338

Member Types 31st March 2019 

 Adult  13599
 Pensioner  1746
 Family Spouse  896
 Super Junior  315
 Student  72
 Family Junior  723

 Junior  186
 Honorary Association   7
 Life Pensioner  80
 Life Association  9
 Life Branch  125
 Member Life  43

Membership report

Total Members 

17,801
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Hunting & Game Management
2018-19 again proved a challenging time, particularly for duck hunting.

The 2019 Duck Seasons in Victoria and South Australia were both 
modified in length and reduced bag limit and the Blue-winged 
shoveler was again excluded from hunting. Field & Game Australia 
continues to argue that moderated bag limits are not an effective 
tool for managing the total harvest; this argument is reinforced 
by the Victorian Game Management Authority data indicating the 
average bag for the 2019 opening was the lowest on record.

Hunting opportunity was further restricted by the alignment of 
opening weekends in South Australia and Victoria.

2019 also marked the last year of a two-year trial of later starting 
times on Opening Weekend in Victoria and the beginning of the 
season was again affected by a decision on the eve of opening to 
close Lake Elizabeth.

Significant developments in 2018-19 included;

• The process to determine an adaptive harvest model in Victoria 
commenced with the appointment of an expert Scientific Panel

• Field & Game Australia and other organisations commenced 
a trial of joint management of two State Game reserves with 
Parks Victoria. This is an initiative of the current Sustainable 
Hunting Action Plan 2016-2020

• The Victorian Government committed to develop a new 
Sustainable Hunting Action Plan commencing in 2020

• The Victorian Government has restated its support for ethical 
and sustainable duck hunting as a legitimate recreational 
activity provided the rules are followed.

• Field & Game Australia continues to act in relation to animal 
welfare issues, water, habitat and attacks on hunting and 
hunters.
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NOVEMBER WATERFOWL COUNT 
REGION SUMMARY 2018

REGIONS TOTALS GAME SPECIES PROTECTED
GAME PROT BLK GYTL CHTL SHOV PEAD WOOD MTD HARD FRED

Gippsland 48209 52 3484 24457 10409 550 2328 84 3353 3544 52
Goulburn 
Valley 18543 153 1592 11443 329 65 2656 928 143 1387 153

Grampians/
Hume 79001 40 1014 64207 383 408 6056 581 5808 544 40

Metro 7400 100 200 3000 2000 1000 0 0 1000 200 100
Barwon SW 356866 1290 3987 192314 36173 11643 87533 644 20537 4035 1290
TOTAL  510,019  1,635  10,277  295,421  49,294 13,666  98,573  2,237  30,841  9,710  1,635 

Waterfowl Counts

FEBRUARY WATERFOWL COUNT 
REGION SUMMARY 2019

REGIONS TOTALS GAME SPECIES PROTECTED
GAME PROT BLK GYTL CHTL SHOV PEAD WOOD MTD HARD FRED

Gippsland 1841 0 285 708 488 0 0 22 247 91 0
Goulburn 
Valley 1850 0 692 524 14 0 2 493 22 103 0

Grampians/
Hume 10892 46 675 6862 23 167 1553 346 1096 170 46

Metro 99118 5 293 15000 7545 102 40000 163 35000 1015 5
Barwon SW 1408 3 209 590 2 46 35 350 175 1 3
TOTAL  115,109  54  2,154  23,684  8,072  315  41,590  1,374  36,540  1,380  54 
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Pest & Vermin
PEST & VERMIN CONTROL REPORT

1 JULY 2015 TO 30 JUNE 2016

BRANCH SPECIES TAKEN Travel 
Time Hrs

Hunting 
Time Hrs Expenses Total Man Hrs @ 

$15per hr + expences 

Fox Feral 
Cat Rabbit Feral 

Dog
Feral 
Pig

Feral 
Goat Hare Other

Benalla 783 2 46 5 0 0 24 0 1,164 3,604 $3,518.00  $75,038.00 
Rushworth 79 1 2 0 0 0 17 0 350 700 $407.00  $16,157.00 
Sale 100 0 22 0 0 0 1 0 351 1,152 $1,820.00  $24,365.00 
Seymour 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 $50.00  $196.25 
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Nick is top gun
Nick Guerra overcame blustery winds on the first day and a tense 
but enthralling shoot off against Blake Nankervis to win his first 
Winchester Field & Game Australia National Championship.

A near flawless 49 from the last 50 targets set up a shoot off with 
Blake Nankervis.

“The 96/100 Blake shot on Saturday was just exceptional,” Nick 
said.

“I’ve been trying to get to these sorts of heights ever since I 
started shooting and to do it in a shoot off with Blake, who is one 
of my best mates, that is even better. I would have loved to have 
seen Blake win as well.”

Nick said the scale of the Carnival was a credit to Field & Game.

Bairnsdale Field & Game hosted the 2018 National Carnival and 
were also announced as the hosts for 2019.

The branch already boasted fantastic clubrooms and they pushed 
into new territory to enable the shoot to be held over 6 grounds 
with more than 500 competitors.

President Mick Crane said doing the site works to create six 
shooting grounds was a massive investment of money, time and 
energy for the branch and hosting back-to-back National Carnivals 
would provide a real return on that investment.

“I’m very proud of our team, it is very satisfying,” he said.

Simulated Field 

National Carnival Results 2018
Winchester Australia National Championship
National Champion – High Gun for 150 targets
Nick Guerra 142 OTG (S/O 9/10)

AA-grade
1st Blake Nankervis 142 /150 (S/O 8 / 10)
2nd Chris Brown  141 /150
3rd Cameron Kivinen 140 /150

A-grade
1st Philip Stowe  129 /150
2nd Frank Papaluca  125 /150
3rd Wade McGirr  124 /150

B-grade
1st George Filippidis 121 /150
2nd Eddie Meadows 109 /160 (S/O 10 / 10)
3rd Dominic Branca 109 /160 (S/O 8 / 10)

C-grade
1st David Shephard 102 /150
2nd Henry Lohr  101 /150
3rd Andrew Caldwell 97 /150
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Winchester Australia National Handicap
1st  Blake Nankervis   147 /150 
2nd  Nick Guerra   146 /150 
3rd  David Shephard   146 /150 
4th  Chris Brown   144 /150 
5th  Adam Hirchfield   143 /150
6th  Robert Hall   143 /150 
7th  James Saliba   143 /150 
8th  Reece Turner   142 /150 
9th  John Younger   142 /150 
10th  Bart Brighenti   142 /150 
11th  Sox Pilipasidis   141 /150
12th  George Filippidis   141 /150
13th  Cameron Kivinen   140 /150 
14th  Greg Morey   140 /150
15th  Brian Mortensen   140 /150 

16th  Philip Stowe   140 /150 
17th  Luke Willemsen   140 /150 
18th  Rodney Hill   140 /150 
19th  Jack Gibbs   139 /150 
20th  Renae Birgan   139 /150 
21st  Lee Berger   139 /150 
22nd  Mark Du Rose   138 /150 
23rd  Con Scalora   138 /150 
24th  Matt Hall   138 /150 
25th  Andrew Caldwell   138 /150 
26th  Henry Lohr   138 /150 
27th  Brenton Irons   137 /150 
28th  Adam Du Rose   137 /150 
29th  Aaron Edmondson   137 /150
30th  Wayne Lowan   137 /150 

Renae Birgan

Beretta Australia Ladies National Championship
1st Renae Birgan  133 /150
2nd Brittany Melbourne 130 /150
3rd Brooke Tangey  111 /150

Beretta Australia Veterans National Championship
1st Neville Johnson  123 /150
2nd Alan Backman  122 /150
3rd Dominic Azzopardi 121 / 150

Raytrade Junior National Championship 
1st Mark Du Rose  133 /150
2nd Xavier Russell  125 /150
3rd Tom Bilney  123 /150

Raytrade Sub-junior National Championship
1st Ben Studham  124 /150
2nd Nicholas Brighenti 112 /150
3rd Zac Jones  100 /150
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Clay Target Participation
Annual Totals - Summary by Branch

CATAGORIES
Branch Open Ladies Junior Sub Jun Veteran Participants TGTS Total Targets
 Ararat/Stawell  595  44  29  26  90  784  850  61,750 
 Bairnsdale  890  83  57  52  79  1,161  1,400  86,500 
 Ballarat  869  46  23  36  77  1,051  725  77,325 
 Balranald  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 Bar-rook  854  41  44  33  90  1,062  910  82,670 
 Benalla  775  85  40  20  99  1,019  930  79,050 
 Bendigo  1,046  53  96  -  124  1,319  875  106,050 
 Canberra  379  16  5  1  32  433  1,200  43,300 
 Capricornia  125  17  10  -  -  152  550  6,450 
 Casterton  397  10  36  19  50  512  750  44,075 
 Clunes  1,227  29  36  45  161  1,498  1,050  125,250 
 Cobram  759  33  12  23  46  873  905  74,315 
 Colac  918  45  21  29  50  1,063  925  89,675 
 Coleraine  110  3  11  -  19  143  275  13,400 
 Cranburne   947  39  29  -  100  1,115  925  86,250 
 Deniliquin  376  23  7  9  42  457  850  35,625 
 Donald  439  37  41  10  65  592  775  47,125 
 Dorset  371  -  -  -  -  371  1,150  35,625 
 Dunolly  309  3  9  22  62  405  682  27,607 
 Echuca/Moama  859  81  36  54  97  1,127  825  86,125 
 Frankston  871  46  17  12  91  1,037  950  82,925 
 Furneaux  190  -  41  -  -  231  1,010  21,435 
 Geelong  677  23  32  1  76  809  825  60,675 
 Goulburn  537  4  4  -  10  555  1,200  64,200 
 Grampians  223  14  19  -  52  308  856  34,535 
 Huon  86  -  7  -  20  113  640  9,040 
 Keith  232  10  11  -  -  253  550  15,900 
 Kilmore  1,137  36  28  22  39  1,262  900  94,650 
 Kingston S.E  363  47  1  11  47  469  799  37,180 
 Kyabram  308  34  15  12  16  385  400  31,750 
 Mallacoota  116  23  14  -  46  199  1,100  19,150 
 Melbourne  936  37  17  24  84  1,098  850  86,450 
 Metropolitian  1,373  43  28  20  95  1,559  1,125  127,275 
 Minyip  617  29  26  31  62  765  775  52,700 
 Moe  1,013  71  40  60  99  1,283  950  101,200 
 Mornington  530  52  47  -  -  629  600  24,800 
 Morwell  585  55  21  31  80  772  775  61,025 
 Mt Wycheproof  420  29  19  18  39  525  650  38,750 
 Natimuk  736  42  35  48  97  958  900  70,475 
 Northern Territory  660  57  13  34  16  780  850  49,450 
 Orbost  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 Pinegrove  1,013  84  54  65  110  1,326  925  101,875 
 Portland/Heywood  13  -  -  -  -  13  75  975 
 Port Phillip  1,167  56  29  34  120  1,406  1,100  121,700 
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Celebrating 60 years of Field & Game
During 2018–19 Field & Game celebrated its 60th Anniversary culminating in a Gala Dinner at the MCG.

Max Downes, a patron of Field & Game Australia, gave an 
impromptu address at the dinner on the importance of reminding 
non-hunters of our conservation history and our important 
contribution to preserving wetland habitat.

The night also features a video of the Class of ‘58.

Peter Ayres, Terry Whelan and Bryan James were all part of the 
formation of Field & Game Australia and in telling their stories for 
the 60th anniversary celebration they set a challenge for the new 
generation. 

The simple fact is that little has changed from those formative 
years when a range of challenging issues led to the creation of the 
original Victorian Field & Game Association.

Threats to wetland habitat, access for hunting, public opinion 
of hunters, hunter behaviour and political advocacy were very 
real issues in the 1950s, and they still are, so the fight is really a 
constant one to maintain and build on what we have.

Professor Marcel Klaassen from Deakin University gave the 
keynote speech on his important research into avian influenza.

Queensland  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 Renmark/Berri  239  27  11  1  15  293  735  26,295 
 Rutherglen  210  13  15  -  23  261  528  19,707 
 Sale  901  81  80  36  123  1,221  425  64,325 
 Seymour  1,137  62  66  33  86  1,384  800  115,275 
 Shepparton  812  50  33  40  54  989  896  82,329 
 South East  101  3  5  -  6  115  500  9,825 
 South Gippsland  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 Sunraysia  1,600  77  78  5  19  1,779  1,717  101,973 
 Swan Hill  549  27  30  27  45  678  785  55,175 
 Timboon  564  24  24  2  34  648  1,100  52,475 
 Traralgon  503  53  31  20  73  680  765  53,360 
 Wagga Wagga  517  36  17  -  7  577  1,003  52,457 
 Waikerie  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 Warrnambool  569  13  40  -  63  685  1,025  61,975 
 Westernport  1,018  101  72  -  99  1,290  1,100  100,675 
 Wodonga/Albury  573  34  37  16  55  715  978  64,438 
 National Carnival  404  20  21  15  43  503  150  75,450 
  Total  35,745  2,101  1,620  997  3,227  43,690  47,864  3,452,016 
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