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Barry Howlett 
Executive Officer, Australian Deer Association 
PO BOX 454 
Croydon Victoria 3136 

14 November 2018 

 

Dear Barry, 

RE: Hunting for Victorians 

Labor values the social, environmental and economic value that recreational hunting provides to Victoria.  

That’s why, if re-elected, we commit to provide a range of initiatives that support recreational hunters 
across our state.  

Labor will provide a 30 percent increase in GMA staff to improve local enforcement and prevention and 
stakeholder engagement by boosting funds for GMA by $6 million over four years. This will allow further 
restructuring to improve the capacity of the organisation. 

Labor will finalise development of the Adaptive Harvest Model to improve the way in which we assess 
duck and other bird numbers and to inform duck season decisions. The finalisation of this model will be 
subject to consultation with an expert panel. We will consult with you on the membership of the expert 
panel. This method will strengthen the scientific basis and continue to take the politics out of determining 
duck numbers. 

In consultation with stakeholders, Labor will appoint a new chair and reconvene the firearms consultative 
committee in December 2018. The committee will meet on a quarterly basis. The Minister for Police will 
attend on at least an annual basis, and all meetings will be attended by a representative from the 
Minister’s office.  

In addition, Labor will commit to develop and deliver another Sustainable Hunting Action Plan to follow 
the completion of the current Plan by 2020. 

The draft Deer Management Strategy, recognises the important role hunters have in managing deer 
numbers.  Consistent with this approach, Labor will continue to work with you to expand game meat 
processing for wild venison and to resolve issues around mapping and access to crown land licenced for 
grazing for deer hunting. 

We have also provided a range of small grants funding for sports shooting. We will provide a further $2m 
per annum for these if we are re-elected. 

Our $14m hunting package will ensure hunters across the state continue to have access to recreational 
hunting opportunities that, whilst a recreational activity, have a gamut of other environmental benefits. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Jaala Pulford MP 
Minister for Agriculture  


