
ADA Shelley Hunting Camp (2 April to 8 April inclusive, 7 nights) 
 
ADA’s Northern & Yorke Branch (South Australia) is once again hosting the Shelley Hunting Camp in NE Victoria.  
Headquarters for this 2 to 8 April event is the Shelley Forest Camp, located midway between Tallangatta and 
Corryong, near the junction of the Murray Valley Highway and Avondale Road.  The camp’s position can be located 
by searching ‘Shelley Forest Camp’ in Google Maps. 
 
 

 
 
NE Victoria is mountainous and a mosaic of native forest, open dairy country and pine plantations.  The area has 
abundant fallow and sambar deer, and a smaller population of red deer.  The dates of the camp correspond to the 
early fallow deer rut and red deer roar. 
 
Shelley Hunting Camp will run for seven (7) consecutive nights between (Thursday) 2 April and (Wednesday) 8 April 
inclusive.  ADA members from any branch are welcome to stay for all 7 nights, or as little as 1 night.  There are no 
outdoor powered sites; however, persons camping outside will have full and equal access to all indoor amenities, 
including ample cooking, refrigeration and freezer facilities.  A large BBQ is located under the veranda. 
 

Hunters who shoot a deer early in the camp will be able to freeze the venison and continue their hunting. 
 

Please note that Hunters will need to prepare their own meals and are responsible for their own food. 
 

The cost is $35 per person, per night for clean, dormitory style accommodation, and $30 per person per night for 
camping outside (swag, tent or self-provided caravan).  Prices include great fellowship, an excellent kitchen, mess 
and lounge facilities and 24/7 pressured hot showers. 
 
Unlike in previous years, attendees will NOT be required to pay a one-off surcharge. 
 
For insurance reasons, Shelley Hunting Camp can only be attended by financial ADA members. 
 
Prior to registering for the camp, please read the Essentials Info-Pack (below). 
 

To register for the camp, e-mail the following details to michaelsen@geologist.com: 
 
  

A. Your name, 
  

B. ADA branch & membership number, 
 

C. Mobile Telstra number, active email address, 
 

D. Vehicle make, model, colour & registration, 
  

E. The number of nights (from/to days) of your visit, and 
 

F. Whether you intend to sleep indoors or camp outdoors.  Please also indicate the name(s) of your 
 preferred roommates (if any) should indoor accommodation be tight. 
 
ADA hunters who register early and according to the above details will be prioritised when hunting areas are 
selected on the first night of the camp. 
 
Please, only telephone the organiser after thoroughly reading the Essentials Info-Pack (below). 
 

Bookings will ideally be made without a phone call. 
 

    Camp organiser: Bernd Michaelsen (Secretary, Northern & Yorke Branch, SA) 0419 832 995 
 

    Enquiries only: northern-yorke.sec@austdeer.asn.au 
 

    Firm bookings with required details as outlined above: michaelsen@geologist.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Shelley Hunting Camp: Essentials Info-Pack 
 

 
 

We ask that all ADA members bring their ADA membership cards so that we can check their credentials for insurance purposes.  All hunters need a 
current firearms licence (from any state) and a Victorian Game Licence (http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/licensing/apply-for-a-game-licence). 
 

1. The minimum legal calibre for hunting sambar and red deer in Victoria is 270 Win.  For transport in Victoria, firearms and ammunition should be 
secured in separate locked compartments (e.g. portable hard-case/ammo tin) both attached to the inside of the transporting vehicle; note that 
the transport of spotlights with firearms in deer habitat (i.e. NE Victoria) is prohibited by law. 

 

2. Shelley is at 800 metres altitude and therefore cold at night.  A -5 degree sleeping bag is advisable. No linen will be supplied for indoor 
accommodation. 

 

3. During the camp, all ammunition and firearms are banned from the buildings.  Ammunition and firearms must remain locked-away and out of 
sight in vehicles. 

 

4. Attendees are responsible for obtaining their own map(s), navigation equipment and other gear for the bush; however, there will be a very 
limited supply of maps available free, or for purchase.  Note that “print-ready” and new 2019 “web-based” maps are downloadable from the 
Victorian Game Management Authority (GMA) website.  GMA maps are essential to delineate legal hunting areas in this complex terrane. 

 

5. On the first evening of the camp, people will choose the area they wish to hunt and inform the camp organiser(s) of their intentions, by 
outlining/marking individual hunting areas on a large-scale wall-poster map, and by recording details in a log-book.  The area is vast, therefore 
nobody will miss-out on good hunting opportunities.  However, where someone’s preferred hunting area is taken, we ask that everyone respects 
that fact. 

 

The immediate area around Shelley has NOT been affected by the January 2020 bushfires, although some areas beyond 6 km from the camp 
have been burnt.  This should not overly impact the choice of hunting areas. 

 

6. Telstra mobile phones are essential for NE Victoria and the High Country – no other network services these areas.  Having said that, phones will 
have limited use in most hunting situations.  We insist that hunters have a 2-way radio, GPS, laminated maps and a compass.  An emergency 
bivy-bag and realistic survival gear must be carried in a rucksack no smaller than 25–30 litres. 

 

7. Hunters can operate alone in the bush; however, upon arrival at camp they will team-up with a "hunting buddy". “Hunting buddies” will not 
necessarily hunt together, although some might.  A “hunting buddy” must understand the day-to-day intentions of his mate (e.g. where his car 
will be parked, which direction he is stalking).  The rationale is that if something goes wrong, the alarm can be raised quickly, in the first instance 
by the buddy.  Blaze orange needs to be worn by hunters operating in areas where other hunters are likely to be encountered. 

 

8. All people attending the camp must have had some hunting experience.  However, even people with no experience of eastern Victoria are 
encouraged to attend.  Such people will find their feet quickly as long as they arrive prepared and with the correct equipment. 

 

Most of the dorm rooms have two beds; several have 3 or 4 beds as bunks.  We will do our best to place people in the groups they want – that 
has proved easy in past camps.  Indeed, in past camps no-one needed to share a room.  However, if you definitely want to sleep indoors, please 
bring an air mattress/swag for the very large “family rooms” in the unlikely event that the dorm rooms are full. 

 

The trick is to be flexible, and bring a tent/swag/air-mattress in case the dorm rooms are full: that way you will not miss-out. 
 

11. Payment for accommodation at Shelley will be made in CASH ONLY on the evening of Thursday (2 April) or the day of arrival – NO EXCEPTIONS.  
The closest flexi-tellers are 42 km away at Corryong or Tallangatta, therefore everyone is advised to bring the exact change upon arrival. 

 

12. There are neither shops nor petrol stations at Shelley. The closest modern supermarkets are at Wodonga, 82 km to the west; Wodonga 
Woolworths is open between 6 AM and midnight, seven days. 


